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iER FOUR HDiInZtH 


• IMOMAS LESSIN(rBLACK^ WAS. ESP - R. REMYTEL tiOVEMBER FOUR NENCTEEN ^ 

; riFTTFOUR, BLACK CALLED OFFICE NOVEMBER FOUR NINETEEN FIFTYFOUR AND 
.* STATED HE CONFERRED WITH DETECTIVE INSPECTOR JOHN F. DRISCOLL, : V/ 

■: • ■■ • vf 

.. CAPT, DAVID ROBERTS OF HOMICIDE, BOTH PH PD, AND ASS-T DA JOHN POPOLO, 

'9m 

m, AND INFORMED THEM IN PAREN OUOTE NOT TOO GREAT DETAIL PAREN lINQUOTEg 
CF MIS PAST ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES AND COOPERATION WITH FBI, BLACK STATED: 

. IHAtMTjiEV SEEMED SATISFIED "WITH WHAT HE FURNISHED AND HE BELIEV^j^WEY 8| 

. WLL HIM FURTHER IN THIS REGARD, BLACK EXPECTS TO ASSIST 

" fully COOPERATE NITH THEM UNTIL PRESENT INQUIRY IS 8- 

.«NCLUDE».. ffiQjW®-* srr^itb 

' MC CABE 0 ^ ~ 

- 13 NOV 18 1954 
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* UC, fHIUDlXFHlA (65-^32) 


I 

fUWECT: thOUAS LiSSSING BUCK* WS.* 
SSPIONIOL -> fi 



Reo^let ealli^ •ttenilon to on item itilch 

oppearod in the dovenber 11* 195>'i* column of IRiNK BROOKHOUSUl* 
Philedflphie Broning Bulletin* I cm enclosing herevith the 
ilovaber 19* 1951* column of URL SILLKI in the fbiladelphia 
Evening Bulletin which is entirel7 devoted to e discussion of 
BUCK end the position be held at the Berg Plant* It la 
apparent that SELBI was given access to at least a portion of 
the statement made tor BUCK to the Philadelphia PD and Ustriet 
Attorney *a office. 
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cct |31*-279 (Black)' * - , P ; ^ 

9B^U72 (txpl» Berg Ub.) 

(2 Btt 3 Pb) 

&icl* 1 







RFcoRoro-M ^ f 


o 



In Our Town 


By Eari Selby 


9t D#9fec . > a 

PBOSI THE ACTION WANTED FILE: The D. A. and police 
^ InvesUgfltion of the Berg lab explosion that killed ten flre^ 
men has turned up an tnieresting eUay about a man named 
^ Tasso Lessing Black. 

1 Black has been the oontulUng chemist for the lab. starting 
almost ten >*ean ago. As such, be was gtiesUoned in Cliy Hall, 
November A 

Black, who layv be legally changed hte fir>l name la* 
' Thomas, «*aa asked this quesUon bjr AisistaBt District At iomey 
Mill Papoli: 

**Are TOO a gradoate from any roeogniaed roUege or imi* 
oersilyt 

Black answered: ^enn State, class of Ti .7 Fapola wanted 
to know what degree Black goL The answtf : ^Bachelor of 

I Sdenoe.” He then went on to cafdaln be*d studied organlq 
chemistry lor two yean and repeated that he*d ycadoateil 
In mo. j 

,J^ual1y. he didn*t . ♦ . 


THE EVE«« auT'. 

^ V- ■ (»« / 
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t flE QUESTIONING on Nov. 4 wis In the pretenoe ol a Ui4p 
croup. Including mn mttanyey ropmentlnf the Beil 
oratories. - \ 

The next day Blade wu i^uettloned acabwlie volunteered 
to eome in^nit this time only Papola and Police Captain Dave 
RoberU were praen t This Q. and A. between Papola and Black 
took place: 4 m- 

<k* KoWf Ur. Black, you previously told us that you were a 
endoate chemist from Pom StateT , 

A* TTiat Is correct. 

Cj: 4). Is that a lad r 
‘ A. No. air. ^ 

^ . Q. It Is not Now kmg did you attend Penn Sute? , 

' A. Four srears. 1S25 to 1929. 

4). Did you craduale from Pean State? V 

A. No. air. 

Black aaid he had started as a eonsullant with the Bery lab 
^ the summer of 1946. to the best d my lecoUeetion.** The 
^ and A. continued: 

* Q. At that time you were employed as a coofrultant chenr 
fat fa that correct? 

A. That is connect 

Ware you reqoeaiad to aliow aay ceedentfafa U prova 
‘ that you were a rraduato chemist? A 

I A. No. air • • • % 

jro THE INi^BSTIGATDBS that was a alfnllictnt eonr^ 
^ mentary on how the Berg lab operated. 

The investigators concede that while he was a eonsoltlng 
*chem<st Black had nothing to do with mixing any of the chemt 
cals or cleaning the tanks involved in the explosion. As Black 
explained, he did partly ^ctiatoxner aervice work « . . ran anal- 
yses lor customers when that was required; determined the 
ettidency of the product • • • and (developed) new products * 
Black said he waa hired ou that basis by the lale Charieit W. 
Bcrg» ibe lab's former opermior, starting a lew days a week al 
llni and then ^practioally foil time.* 

But thould Black have been hired as a consulting chemist? 
Nothing in the law aayi he couldn't be. And yet the law 
does say that a comer drugstore must htve a graduate-' and 
tegistered^-pharmadst m duty at all limes. 

lovesilgafojv are asking: If a coraer druggist usi ba 
teglitered ahouldn't anyone working as a ctiemisi to labs or 
firms dealing with polentlaUy hasaidoits chetnirals alio nert 
tome standards set by the state? * 

I In short: Shouldn't everyone hired as a chemist In placcn 
With the cxploslon^potentlal ol firms like the Berg lab he ad 
least a graduate o! a recognhed college or univerrity? sj 
I ^ The Investigators think the answer is yes . • « 
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THOMAS U^IMC BUCK# was.# 
ESPIONAGE - & 





■ '.<f:v.. ... 


Beaortela an<l U^-SU adviain^ otT BUCK<a contact 

vith toe Phlladelfhia FD end District Attom^jr'e office re telephonic 
instructlone by Mr* CIEVEIAHD of the Bureau to this office Morenber 
£• 'For the Bureau*! further inforaation on U-U^U FKANK BBUOKIIODSR, 
'OOluaniet for the RilLadalphia Bulletin# carried as his lead paraerapfa 
the f oUoMings 

*Cne of the aost sensational stories turned up In the 
probe of that North Philadelphia chenieal plant 
- eaqtloaion exiicb cUimed the lives of ten f ircBsen still 
hasn*t OODBO out* lf .it ever does# it will be a shocker* 

' .f Involves one of the key sen at the plant* Both.tto . 

■ - .T.fli*® office and the police have the facts** ' " ’r: 


On 11-16^U VpHHIBBBP|||||^Pof the Momicide 
Division# Philadelphia TT) contacted this office in a routine Banner to 
advise that BUCK had furnished the PD with a ei^ned stateoent in 
which ha edaitted t<tat be was a fomer Soviet eepiona^e agent and 
further stated that eubsequent to 1951 be had been cooperating with ' 
the FBI end was presently on eall by the FBI* Further^^ia^h^M 
■Baking the stetement at the oonaent of the FBI* ^ 

• dealr^ to know whether BUCK was cooperating 
had lied in an affort to protect biaaelf* On 

was furnished with the InforDation specifically authorS^^^^lr. ~ 
CLLVEUND'e telephone call, namely# tnai BUCK had r^gietered under 
the Poiwign Agents' Eegistration Act# that hie eteteiaent was withdrawn 
by the Attorney General in accordance with Section 6 of that Act# and 
that the sta^||n^»as part of the confidential files of the Depertaent 
of Justice* not advised of BUCK*! past cooperation • 

with tho >B1* he eaid# however# that tiie information I'urnxehed was ^ 
suff icient for hie purposes* 

./ ■■ j 

ISUiemc /■ ~Uj i' 

cci rjf J; ? ^ 

(^pl* isai'g lab*) - 'Alsr^ 
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Vy* Belmont 
K. Wallace 


Aaeletant Attorney Oonoral 
Villian P* Tompkine 


liovember 2U* 
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■THOPAS LKSSIKO BLACK, with aliaeea 
ESPICKACIE - R 


tTNKNO'.AI SUBJECTS} Explosion of Chenieal 
Storage Tank, Charlea B.^^rg Laboratories, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
October 28, 1954 ^ 

SABOTAQB 


•• • {.i t ■ • ' 

- Reference our menorandum dated November 10, 1954, - 
entitled as above* Set forth below are pertinent develop- 
aonts since that date. On Uovembor 11, 19514-* Prank . 
Brookhouser, eolunniat for the Philadelphia b^illetin, 
earried as his lead paragraph, the followingi 




I 


. One of -the aost sensational stories .. 
turned up In the probe of that North 
. Philadelphia ohenlcal plant explosion, 
which claimed the lives of ten firemen, 
still hasn't come out* If it ever does, 
it will bo a shocker. Involves one of 
the key men at the plant* Both the 
,D,A**s office and the police have the facts** 


: On November 16, 1954*^1PPIHI^BBHIB^^^^^ - - 
of the Uomieide division, Philadelphia i'ollco i^epartment, 


C P h contacted our Philadelphia office in a routine manner, 
^ ^ M ■dvlaine that Ihomas Lesalnr Black had furniahad the 


advising that Ihcmas Lessing Black had furnished the <- 
police department with a signed statonent, in which he 
adjsd>tted that he was a former Soviet espionage agent and 


hii> 


in w^lS^h he stated that aubaequent to 1 951* he had been 
. . ooopew^lng with t 

vA^/^i^x;dlng to 

i-J s 


P^dladBlpn 


nd was presently on call by the 
~ Black set forth in his _ 

r the some at the consent of 
desired to know from our ' 


r^diadBiphTn omce wiiothor Black was cooperating with the 
PBl^^r WKothcr he .had licd ;in an effort to orotect himself*' 

I*’*"*-' ^ - ... 
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On Vovenber 17» ^95il»fl|Hllil||H[|m^ waa furnished 
.'irlth the infonaation specifically as authorised by you, that ’ 

. "Black did ragiater under the Foreign Agents Registration 
Act, February 25, 1953. but the statement filed by him was 
withdrawn by the Attorney Oeneral in accordance with Section 6 
of the Foreign Agents Regiatration Act and nls statement, 
therefore, the confidential filea of the Department 

of on being funiishod the above authorised ' 

statement, stated that the information furnished was sufficient 
for his purposes. Ihe above is being furnished for your - . 

*; Inf omation and no action is contemplated by the Bureau.- ■' 

65-5916" 






uv r 




WOTEt On 10/20/534-, a chemical . storage tank at Charles D, - 
^rg Laboratories, Philadelphia, Pa., exploded while being 
examined by Philadelphia firemen. One Deputy and 2 / . 

Battalion fire chiefs were killed. Twenty firemen and 3 , 

policemen wore Injured. Thomas L. Black, a registered ' 
foreign agent whose registration statement was withdrawn by-,- 
the Attorney Cenerol from public peznisol, is presently 
employed Berg Laboratories. Berg Laboratories' attorney 
remarked Black and others would bo arrested for negligence 
in storing chemicals after backgro'^d invostlgation conducted. 
Department authorised -Bureau -to furnish Philadelphia F.D. 
statement as set forth in coxornunlcation above. This was ' 
.done. V; Black has stated he is cooperating with the police -V 
.dept, and advised them of his Boviet espionage activities^ ' 
'’"in not too great detail" and his cooperation with the Bureau. 
ITo action necessary by the Bureau except to transmit present 
developments to the Dept, as set forth above. 
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. Office L^emoYundutn • united states government 


TO ‘ » Director, FBI (65-59181) 
novf^tffLsi, niUtMUiU (6$-lt332) 

^ O 

-SUBJICT: THCUAS IBSSIMrBUCK« vas. 
ESPIONAGE - H 


DATE: hf^^/SS 


Tga^ S L*, BLACK « vhilft being Inienrlefwad on li/20/55 regarding ether 
eesee, edriiiedl^at be «ould toon reelgn hie poeltlm vith the Cberlae V* Berg 
Leboretarlee^ Fblledelphla, due to pereonalitF oonflicte with the preeent omere* 
BZACK Intends to go Ij}^/ businese.v^th n fomer enployee of Charles v« Berg . 
Xabcratorlee^ one FERCr^LIB* Xbelr business will be knoim as the/^lie 
Chealeal po^Bn 7 with bea^uarters in Voroe8ter.f.ilaas« HELIE resides in Worcester^ 
^ass* They will aanufacture textile specialties* Tbs actual nanufacture of the 
•peclalties will take place at the Atlas Refineiy Coapuxf, lh2 inokwood Street^ - 
Esvark 5« H* J*« telephone number Market 2-71U3* BZACK will be employed at the 
Beaark* N*- location. BLACK adU live at Saglisbtovn, IT* in oare 

of TICTaWQgCKER, JR. QECKER is the oaner of the Atlas Refinery Conpaniy. 

BLACK expect that he will move within the next two weeks, although as of this 
date be has not given notice of his resignation to the Charles W. Berg laboratories* 

BLACK requested when be is contacted by FBI agente at his new eBq>lo 7 asnt 
that discretion be used so that the Atlas Refinery Company will not be aware the 
FBI is eontacting him* Zn other words, 61ACK suggested that agents telephonioally 
ask for him personally without identifying themselves to any eaployBe of the 
Atlas Refinery Company* BUCK in turn will go to the FBI office in Newark during 
his lunch hour or after working hours* , ^ 

' ' e 

» « - _ . 

BLACK also requested that the government return to bln certain books ' ■ 
and pamphlets that were taken from him at the time be was first interrogated by 
the FBI in 1550* BUCK recalls executing a oonsent-to-eeareh form during the . 
pertinent time in 1950 but atates he no longer has the receipts for the material V 
that was removed* According to bis best recollection, BUCK atates the material - 
included the foUowingt . . / ; 




BEalStERSD lun, . 

cstRJF j'- ■ ■ •' KElX)RD£D*4 

(2BU, lOT, IHT, IBS, IM) ' 

-oei 1 - Newark (65^07l4)(Info*)(RM)^*^ 
1 - New York ( 65-15338 )( Info* )(BM) 

1 - Boston (Info*)(BM) ^ 
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ra (65^32> V28/55 

ttrector, FBI 


1* Otrialn books, asuo sot rooallod, on Msrxlso «nd LeniAias. 

2* Cbeoieal notes that nero nads ti7 hln at Tarioas laboratorlas. 

3« Hagasine clippings firoB Tarious technical ioornals, aaSplF 
cbenioal ioumals* 

lt« Certain Ccemuniat panphlste, the aanes of ahieh panphlsta 
BLACK could not recall and of which be does not hare a record* 

$• Certain technical books, the nanes of which BLACK again could • 

-net recall* j- — 

BLACK states that be waxits these books and pasidiLets because the7 
are part of his personal litarazy, adding that be never destroys muy books 
in his library* Hhen pressed for a nore explicit reason idy be wanted these ' 
books, BLACK said that scDetlne in the future he would like to do a little 
writing esoaeirhat like the writing of Elisabeth Bentley end Bbittaker 
(banhera*” BLACK added that if neoesaary, he eould again porehaae these sane 
books and pesphlsts in Mew fork City near Union Square, but he would rather / . 
have back ths books and panphlets that belong to his* He wentioned be knew 
of e federal ease involving obscene literature in which the government had " " ' 
to return the literature after the individual who owned the literature had vw 
aerved his aentenee* BLACK aleo stated his writings would be ■anti-CoeBmmiat" ; / 
and the books and pamphlets he is requesting would be used as reference 
■aterisl* He also stated he fully intends to show any of his writing to the 
FBI before it is published. It was explained to BLACK that the FBI does not 
censor or clear eay articles for publication* BLACK was cautioned that he 
would have to be most clreuaspect in order not to reveal any confidential 
information. - - 

Fha above ia being brought to ths Bureau*e attention for Info^tioi* ; 

' It'ia pointed out that on page 200 of the report of SA WULIAH B. BELTE/aR*, 
dated 7/26/50 in oeptioned natter, there ia set forth information eonceming ■ 
the aearehea that were conducted during the inveetigatlon of BLACK. Bone . '4" '" 
searches were oondueted at BLACK'a residence, at that tiro, 1929 Hortb 6th 
Street* Other searches ware conducted of his effects which were in storage ' ' 

at the Fan Posnsk Fireproof Varehouse, 92 Howard Street, Bswark, H* A* ’’ 
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PH (6Wi332) 
lOrtotor^ FBI 


V28A5 


Zt is pointed oat that the proseeutlTS opinion of AUSA MCRTCSI FIHEf ' 
fiSPs*^ «S8 obtained oonoernlng aubjeet* This opinion is oontalned in the 
report of 8A PAUL B. OIBSON at Philadelphia, dated 6/8/53* FIHS at that 
^la» stated that after a oareful roTier of all material relating to the subject, 
he is of the opinion that oeidenoe eas Insufficient to sustain a oonrietion 
mnder the perjoxy, misprision of feloi^, and espionage statutes, and for that 
reason he ooiteaplated no further metion regarding B1ACE« 

Since the prosecutive opinion of the A^A, BDPa., mas obtained . . 

eonoerning subject, it is possible that the question of the return of the - 
.mforeBentionsd material to BLACK should be discussed with the ssoe USA's 
office, i*e». In the EDPa* fioeever, no action is being taken in this natter - 

- without Bureau authority* r .-'V, 

This office recomends that any oonteaplated return of the material ' '.i - 
BLACK requested be delsTed as long as possible on the tbeozy that if he does ^ : 
not have the material, it is not very likely that he mill be able to write C . 

-• as he oontenplates* . . ..... 

S — ' 

This office in the meantime mill conduct a review of the esdiibits " ' 
in the BlACK ease in an attempt to locate the books and pamphlets BXACK lias - 
reference to* 
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Uay IS, 1965 




director, TB 


rBm^tBSSIMG BUCK 
SSPim'AOE • M 


Jieurlet 4 /£e/ 56 , 


In view e/ fact that the Criminal Divtei on 
ef the department ej Juetioe ae well as the Aeeietant 
United States Attorney for the Saetern dietrict 9/ L. 
denneyluania, have declined proeecution e/ the eubject, 
ond inaamuch ae both have indicated that they contemplate 
no further actiong there ie no apparent reaeon why the 
eubjeet'e property, preeently in the poeeeeeion 0/ the 
Philadelphia e/Jice, ehould not be returned to him* ■ ■ 


' some ver, in view 0/ the /act that rt/l«t ■ • 
indicatee that the eubject ie contemplating writing 
articlee or a book in the future ae Slieabeth Bentley 
and Whittaker Chamhere have done, the ^/KJadelphio office 
ehould make an extremely careful review of Blaek*e 
property and present the reaulta of eaid review to the 
Aeeietant Os Attorney for the Saetern dietrict of 
penneylvania, for opinion ae to its return to the eubject, 
Thomas Leeeing Black* Jn the event the Philadelphia ^ 
office ae a reeult of ouch review finds material 'of oS ilS 
con/fdent<o2 nature ae dietingutehed from public 2our^ — ' 
no tori a2j this should be carefully evaluated and ^h^ ^ 
Bureau*e advice obtained if same appears warranted i^iorfyj 
to presentation to the United Btatea Attorney* ■ i ^ 


&Mr4aM. 
Mirtoli — 
OflBMI- 

HtfW 


A copy of this letter ie being furnished to-^th^ 
Sewark field division in view of the fact that your g ^ 
reflet indicatee that Thomas Lessing Black will be x 

. employed at Bewark, Mew Jersey, in the near future , -and V 
fj will I live at R*d* 1 , Snglishtown, Mew Jersey in rare of 
fictor ^decker, Jr* ^ ^ 

. may 1 3 w55 ,,f 

,2 • Mewark (information) comm.obi J A 


MfiTn'iSss 


<* 5 mM« 09 I 


•’’OtiX 


' ^ ■* 

from Belmont to Boardman was prepardd by*^’ 
JO/SS in connecti on with this outgoing mail* 




WtMMttemi , 
UU* Uoom 
IteUMA- 


'.A cover memo 
SSWtalp on 451 , 





/'Q 

Office vAsnwraridum • united states goveknment 


* X. F. Boardwian 


»OM # , ji. g, Btlmon 


4^ 


OAiBx gay 20, 


•rajBcr; tBPUAS LSSSIVO BLACZ, waa, 
SSfiOBAGE • B~ 


..V 


Blaok has ragueated the raturn of cat^tain booka And 
paper a fren, the fBI which were taken with hia^,eonaent in 1950* 


He indioatea a deaire to write in the /uturdyaa Bentley and 
ChoMbera have done, ^ 


/V# J 




Black, a regiatered foreign agent whoae regiatration 
atatement 10 O 8 withdrawn by the AO from public peruaal in 2953, aeae 
born 7/s/07, at Bloonaburg, pa. Be haa admitted becoming 
involved with the Soviets in 1934, He haa admitted contacting ; . L 
and aometimea furniahing information to Oaik Ooakimian and - .. 

aubaeguent Soviet eapionage auperiora in 2934»47, The information y. 
conaieted of induatrial aeoreta (including chemical formulas for 
penicillin and aorbitol) obtained from various companiea by which 
Black was employed. By memoranda 4/30/51 and 5/30/53, the 
Criminal Division of the Department advised no prosecutive action 
against Black was contemplated, Aa a reault of teatinony before 
the Federal Grand Jdfy, Haatern District ofiPa,, 'Octo^r 2^3,90 ~ /r/"* 
- J 19 52, Black waa ragueated and did register ^jander.nthe jTar^-^^..^': A 
/^Agenta Jiegiatration An, aa anehdadi, Subaeguehtig hie 
" -regiatration atatement waa withdrawn from public examination, /.v' ■ 
On 6 / 4 / 53 , the Aaaiatant United States Attorney, Eastern Diatrtet 
of pa,, adviaed evidence waa insufficient to auatatn a aonviotton 7 ... 

of Black under perjury, misprison of felony, and eapionage . — 

statutes, and that no further action waa contemplated, . 


I There appears to be no reaaon for the retention 

I of property belonging to Black obtained from him with hie aonaent, 
iToweuer^ due to the fact there ia aome indication he ia ~ 

contemplating writing articles or booka baaed on the aame, <it ia 
believed that the material ahould be carefully reviewed By the . ^ 

Philadelphia field office and a list of Black *e property ahould ' 
be furnished to the Aaaiatant US Attorney, Eastern District of z-.- 
pa,, whose opinion ahould be sought aa to ita return to Blaek,)^'^:' 

msmmrmt . . ,, . - . ■ ^ 


,;.''nFD-45 . - • ■ • . 

It is recovmended that the Philadelphia office review 
all exhibits An ita poaaeeai^n fn Inatant e^e end draft a list 

Enclosure '^oardnan^'S^"^^J^f“S^ "'^*7^^ r/ 

EHWtalp j/ ec • 1 • Belmont 1 (Ym 

U1 ,fi ce - 1 - ralloM '?55 /. , 
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of those ozhtbite which are the property of the eubjeet, Mack, 
■This list should be presented to the Assistant VS Attorney /or . . 
^eSastern histrict of Pa., for his opinion as to their return 
to the subject at this tine, A letter to thie effect is 
enclosed for transmittal to the Philadelphia office ^ 
will be designaUd for the Wewark office inasmuch as Philadelphia 
has advised that the subject is obtaining employment in the 
Mewark field division and has requested that any future 
■interviews be aonducted at the FBI office in Mewark, 
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L£>. ORANDUk: 


UMITEO STATES GOV£R^itii^T 




TOi 

FRQkt 

SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-5F1B1) 

SAC, FHHAISLrilU <0314-^9) 

THOUAS lESSlMG BUCK 
SOURCE OF INFGRUATION 


DATE: 5^6-55 

/ 




Bm sac Letter 55-35 (0). 

Under the pr^laiens of the SAC Letter this individual is 
being converted from « confidential source to a source ef information* 
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^ Office lS/[.ei7lOTClfldui7l • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO I Director, FBI (65-5918I) 




noM 


^eUBJBCT: 


SOURCE OP INFORMATION 


»ATB: 6/30/55 


SAC, Itilladelphla |9 l34^279) 

CP ■’v ' 

THOMAS LESSING BLACK, vaa. 


Re Philadelphia letter, dated April 28, 1955# under// 
the caption "THOMAS LESSING BLACK, was.; ESPIONAGE - R," and 
Philadelphia letter, dated May 26, 1935« under above caption. 


Referenced Philadelphia letter dated April 28, 1.955, 
pointed out that IBOMAS LV^BLACK requested the return of certain 
property belonging to him that Is in the possession of the 
Philadelphia Office. This office Is presently reviewing the 
exhibits In the BLACK ease with the view towards presenting - 
the results of siaid review to the Assistant Uhlted States 
Attorney, Eastern District of Pennsylvania, for opinion as 
to whether BLACK'S property should be returned to him. . ' ^ 

This same letter also set forth that Subject Is 
contemplating writing articles or a book in the future as ^ 
ELIZABETH BENTLEY and VHITTAKER CHAMBERS have done. 

Referenced Philadelphia letter dated May 26, 1955* 
advised that under provisions of SAC Letter 55-35(0), BLACK 
was being converted from a confidential souz^ce to a source 
of .information. .. 

In view of the fact that Subject intends to write ' r 
articles or a book, it is not believed possible to certify .1'- 
as to his stability. It is, therefore, recommended that De II 
be deleted as a source of information. It is, however, 
recognised that cases will probably arise in the future which 
will require that BLACK be interviewed. In such cases, ther^* 
does not appear to be any reason why he cannot be contacted 
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(2 BU. 2 KK. 2 JH) ' ' 

REGISTERED MAIL . . 

^ ; 2 - Newark (65-*^074) (REGISTERED) . 

_ ‘ PH 65-A332 . ^ 


rl 

J 








SOJlA s 



9 


& 8 


IB 13^-279 

Director^ FBI 6/30/55 


since his identity is disclosed In Bux^au reports and he Is 
described as "an admitted Soviet agent." *nie only difference ^ 

in his status appears to be that since it is not possible to 
eertlfy aa to his stability# he should not be listed as a 
source of information. 

United States tJChb^^ i 

Post 0fflce^^oti^ii^MarK^^5fre?fs^TQv!a?!WA CHARLES ' , 

SILVERTHORN on June 28, 1955# that BLACK as of May 1, 1955# I 

listed a change of address from 530 Vest Berks Street# Fhlla- . 

delphla# to Box 243# R.U. #1, Elizabethtown, New Jersey. It 
is pointed out in Philadelphia letter dated April 28, 1955* 
that BLACK advised SA CHARLES SILVERTHORN that he was moving 
to R.D. #1, Engllshtown# New Jersey. 

It is suggested that Newark verify BLACK'S correct 


current addz*e3s in order that any forthcoming leads for the 
Interview of BLACK may be handled promptly. 



Ihe Bureau will be kept advised regarding the review - 
of the exhibits in the BLACK ease under the 65 classification, -.x . 
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Office Mem. adum • 


GOVERNMENT 




PEOK « 


Director, FBI (65-591B1) 

SiC, FhUEdelphlA (65-li332) (p3li-479) 


.I>ATB: 


Mi- 


r SOBjBCTt : THCia S LBSSDJO BUCK, «aB, X^ 

iv SOURCE^ TOFOmTIOH 

00 - PlnlaoelFES V -T / » 'S ' 

, , 7-1 /. 

De Bevaxk latter, dated 7/22/55, and fbiladelpbia letter, dated 

; V30/S5. 


Beferenced Neeark letter verified BUCK' e address as belne BD #1, 

. . Box 2U3# Biglishtovn, M ew Je rsey « c/o TICIQB^Q^KEE* 

- ^ Vevark is in receipt of referenced Bhlladelphla letter wherein BUCK 

‘^was deleted as a source of infomation in the Philadelphia office inasmuch as 
^ he plans to wxlte a book and therefore, fais stability oould not be eertlfied* 


Philadelphia is presently reviewing the exhibits in the BUCK case, 

T . it being noted BLACK is desirous of having oertein property returned to him, « 
y . and Newark, which is being considered office of origin, will be advised of ''j* 

■ :;thB results of this review. fCJ. * ' - '• 

'<2 BD, 2 (s, s n) • ftEQMib't 


yV.-' 


<2 Bv, 2 n, s n) .4©fa«j <eC0WlfD*l f 

B201STEHED BAll . , » , ' ' r vSl U 

I ■ 2 Bou* (65-li07W Mi Ilf'’ .4 ,. .. . '9 

t)b'AU6l6 ' Jo ' r::\ 





0^C€ ^^CPZOrdflduPl • united states GOVERNMENT 


^ * BAC, Albany 


rector, FBI (66- 16772) 


DATE: August }S^ J.9SS 


SUBJECT: 


/W 


SSPIONAOE AJW INTERNAL SECDRITT INVESTIGATIONS 
(FELL UTILIZATION OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 
AND SOURCES OF INFORMATION) 


ReBulet 6/3/S5,{jJ^ ' ^ ' 

The following ehangea should be made concerning 
individuals previously included in this programt^m^ 

Leeds to inter vie referred to jk^l) 

<n No Number SAC Letter date^^^^Oan^SAC Letter S4-‘63, 
should be set forth only in those rinstances lohere there is 
sound reason to believe that he possesses pertinen^^^^^^ , 

inform ation of impor tance to Jin ^nves tioatinn . 

Thomas Lessing^ B1 aoh, referred to in No Number .. 

SAC Letter dated 2/3/51, has been discontinued as a source 
of information and should be deleted»^\j^ - ... t 
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Albuquerque cc 

Anchorage 

Atlanta 

Baltimore 

Birmingham 

Boston 

Buffalo 

Butte 

Charlotte 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Dallas 

Denver 

Detroit 

El Faso 

Bono lulu 


Souston cc • 2 
Indianapolis 
Eansas City 

Knoxville 

Little Roct 
Los Angeles 
Louisville 
.Memphis ^ 
Miami 
Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 
Mobile 
Newark 
New Seven 
.New Orleans 
New fork City 
Norfolk 


Oklahoma City !v. 
Ona^o 

Fhtladelphia\ 
Fhoenis - /-A" . 

Fitts burgh ^ 
Fortland * - ^ 

Richmond '' 

Stm Louis 
Balt Lake City 
Ban Antonio - 
Ban Diego 
Ban Francisco 
San Juan ; ^ 

Savannah 
Seattle 
Springfield 
Washington Fiel 
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^^Caut^r^sf^uldbee^rciaed in considering possible 
use of erred to in SAC Latter 

54-2) n view of a recent incident 

srioisg in connection with his testimony at an JtfS hearing^ 
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temporary symbo 


^ referred to in SAC Letters SS^^ol and 
'd 3/22/55, has been discontinued as si/nbol 
His identity should be protected by 
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. If prepared^ index cards concerning the above-. captioned 
individuals should be amended accordingly*^^ 

The following additional confidential informants and 
icources of information are set forth for pour information and - 
jitilisatient ttS 
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* Ojjicc lS/i.Cf7lOT^fldUf?l • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO • I 

a 


noM I 


riRECTQR, FBI (65-59l8l) 
SAC« FBIIADELPHIA (63-4332) 


m-ra: 9 /^o/55 


^JBSSCti 


THOMAS ISSSINd'^IACK was. 
ESPIQMAOE - B 


Re Bulet dated 3/^/?5* 

Relet Instructed that this office should nalce an 
axtrenely eareful review of ®ubjec^^'£ property that is In the^^<- 
possession of the Philadelphia BMiae and present the results 
of said review to the Assistant United States Attorney* Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania* for opinion as to Its return to the 
aubject. The Bureau also Instructed that If Philadelphia* as 
a result of such review* finds material of a confidential _ 
nature as distinguished from public source material* this ' 

. should be oarefully evaluated and the Bureau's advice obtained - 
if sane appears warranted prior to presentation to the United f- 
fitates Attorney* _ 

Prom a review of the material thus far* It Is 
aontemplated that the following Items* -which are not considered 
to be of a confidential nature* will be listed for the AUSA's r 
opinion as to whether the Items should be returned to subject t 

!>• Certain Items contained In a green metal box* 

-which box was removed by Newark Agents from 
. ’ . among personal effects of subject stored at 

A the van Poznak Storage Varehouse* Dot ij*T73# r .- 

K I Box #3# 92 Howard Street* Newark* on 6/17/50* 

^ T * These items* as well as other items listed -^'v* 

<* » below* were removed by Newark Agents as a . 

^. 7 - - result of a consent to search executed by 

^ ^ j y.BJACK on 6 / 15 / 50 . : - - 

. perieraily these Items include clippings from 

newspapers and magazines* a Certificate of . .f 
- ^ assorted keys. ^ 

'CS^Acog •' ‘ 

'■'‘•‘rairlW KtCORDED.IS 

REGISTERED MAIL « ‘-a ' 3 1955 

,-/7 Vj^.’Vw •■--..•r.-r. ■ / 

, 5 *> OCT 10 135.- ■ ■ . ' ^ 
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to 65-4332 
SZRECTOR, FBI 
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4. 






9/30/55 


Certain Items removed by Newark Agents on 
6/17/30 from above <-iDentloned warehouse# 
Lot #446, Box #53. These Items Include . 
pamphlets and booklets on biology. 


Items taken by Newark Agents on 6/17/50 from 
the aforementioned warehouse. Lot #4^, Box #74. 
These include a number of books of a medical 
nature and 99 stubs showing requests for copies 
of U. S. Patents and dates they were ordered from 
Patent Office. When questioned regarding the 
U. S. Patents, BIACK, in 1950, mentioned be was 
a Consultant Chemist for C. W. Berg Laboratories 
and in such position it was necessary to develop 
new processes and new products . BLACE wrote to ^ 
the V. S. Patent Office for patents to be used An 
doing research work for new processes. 

Items taken by Newark Agents on 6/17/50 from 
the seune warehouse. Lot #446, Box #79. These 
consist of a "homemade*' file with appropriate . 
topic separators containing correspondence, , 
booklets and pamphlets on chemistry and 
photography. BLACK, when questioned about these 7" 
items in 1930, mentioned he was interested in 
photography as a hobby and collected voluminous 
literature on photography to further his hobby. 

He also mentioned, in connection with his position 
as a Consultant Chemist, he collects all available 
literature on chemistry to assist him in doing . 
research work. 


Certain personal papers, magazines, newspaper ' • 
clippings and numerous copies of U. S. Patents 
which were taken from subject *s home, 1929 North 
6th Street, on 6/16/50 as a result of a consent ..^ 
to search executed by BLACK. v. - 


Certain cards, papers and photos ta tic copies of 
chemical documents taken from subject *8 desk at 
his place of employment, C. W. Berg laboratories, 
1827 North 5th Street, on 6/16/50. 



ra 65-«»33a 

■ilBECTOR, FBI 9/30/55 

7, Two books on Chemistry taken by Hewark Agents 
on 6/21/30 from the aforementioned warehouse# 
Lot #773, Bax #35. 


It Is oontemplated that a detailed list of the above 
Items prepared in a blank memo form will be made available to 
the ATXSA for opinion as to their return to subject. The 
original of this blank loemo will be used as a receipt from 
subject If ACSA approves the return of the naterlal. 

Thez*e are a number of Marxist books and pamphlets 
vrhloh will be listed in a separate blank memo, illthough these 
are apparently public source material# they are of such a 
comprehensive nature on the subject of Marllsm and Leninism 
that it is felt they should be listed separately for the 
ACSA’s convenience in rending a decision rather than having . ' 
them included with voluminous other miscellaneous items to 
be returned. 

The Bureau will be kept advised of pertinent 
developments. ; ^ / 
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O^CC JM^Cf? *YCllflduf}t • UNITED Sx-.iTES GOVERNMENT 


TO I 


Director, FBI (65-59181) 


DATE: 


12/5/55 


V'Jo^'noM t 




SUBJECT: 


,D 


SAC, Rilladelphia (65-4332) 

0 

THOMAS IBSSING BLACK, was. 
ESPIONAGE - R 
(Origin: Newark) 




i 



Mr. W. WILSON WHITE, D. S. Attorney, Eastern District 
of Penxisylvanla, was contacted on 12/5/55 by SA AIBERT RUND- 
BAKEN regarding this ease. Inasmuch as Mr. WHITE was not Ta- 
mlliar with this case, he was advised of the prosecutive opinion 
of the Criminal Division of the Justice Department and the 
opinion of former Assistant U. S. Attorney MORTON PINE, Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania. 


ft 


Mr. WHITE was also advised that BLACK had requested 
the return of certain material which was taken from him by 
Philadelphia Agents pursuant to a consent to search form exe« 
cuted by BLACK in 1950. It was explained that this office 
was presently reviewing the material in question and the re- 
sults of said review would be presented to the United States 
Attorney for opinion as to its return to the subject. . ^ 


Mr. WHITE stated he would arrange for an Assistant ’ 
D. S. Attorney to review this material; however, because of 
a very heavy schedule of criminal trials being handled by his 
office during the current criminal calendar, his entire staff 
would be occupied for the next several weeks. Mr. WHITE : - 

volunteered to arrange to have an Assistant. U. S. Attorney 
available for the review of this material in the event some r 
"lull" occurs in the criminal trial schedtile prior to the _ 
completion of this criminal term. 

^ In view of the above, contact will again be made In 
about three weeks, with Mr. WHITE regarding this matter. . 


k 


. 


a 

f 


2 - Bureau (65-59181) (REGISTERED MAIL) 

2 - Newark (65-4074) (REGISTERED MAIL) - 

Ir Philadelphia (65-4332). . - ' - - . 
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Office ^Azi7lOYCludui7l • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


1t> 1 DIBBCTOR, FBI (65-59181) 

f&OM ’k^8AC. FHILAmPHIA (65^32) 


BATS: 


-CUBJBCT: 


THOMAS 1£SSING BUCK» 
ESPIONAGE - R 


(Origin - VeMBTk) 


Be Philadelphia letter, 12/5/55. 


Be FhilndelphU letter pointed out that Mr. V. VrUSON WHITE, 
USA, EDPa., was contacted on 12/5/55, ty SA ALBERT RUNDBAKM regarding 
the diepoait ion o f certain nateri^ which was taken Tron eubject in 
1950, Mr. WHITE at that tloe stated he would arrange for an Aaaiatant 
OSA to review this material; however, because of a very heavy schedule 
of criminal trials, entire staff would be occupied for several weeks. 
Mr. WHITE volunteered to arrange to have an Assistant USA available 
for a review of this material in the event a ** 1011 ** ocoorred In the 
criminal trial schedule. 


On 12/20/55, Mr. W. WILSON WHITE, USA, EUPa., advised SA 
ALBERT BUNDBAKEN that he took the liberty of oonniunlcatlng with the 
Department of Justice regarding the disposition of subjeetts personal 
property tdiich was presently in the possession of the Philadelphia 
Office. Mr. WHITE ooommioated with Mr. THOMAS K. HALL of the 
DepartoMit of Justioe relative to the return to BLACK of the personal 
property which BLACK requested. Mr. RAIL advised Mr. WHITE that 
inasouch as no prosecution of BLACK was oonteoplated by the Department, 
the return of all of BLACK*b peraonal property was authorised by the 
Department of Justioe. . ^ - 

view of the above, the Philadelphia Office will make a 
list in blank memorandum form of ELACK*6 property that he requested 
and send the memorandum along with the property to the Newark Office 
for return to BLACK. The original of this blank memorandum oan then 
be used as a receipt for the return of the requested material. Where ^ 
there is a question of any of the materiel being of n pon tt.dentia|;, 
nature as distinguished from public source material, xhe' ^bureau*8 adviee 
will be sought prior to the return of the material to BLACK. 
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fDBJECT: 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) 


SAC, NEWARK (65-U07U) 


OnOMAS LESSING BLACK, va. 
ESPIONAGE - R 
0«0, • Newark 


DATE: 1/30/56 




Re Philadelphia letter to bureau, 1/16/55 • 


Since this case la kept in a pending status sololy for . 
the purpose of returning certain material to the subject, the ease 
is being placed In a pending inactive status until such tine as 
the material is received from the Philadelphia Office and can be 
returned to BLACK, ' ^ 

• • ^ 

2-Bureau (65-59181) RM ■ - • - 

1-Phlladelphla (65-14-332) (info) RM - - . . _ . ^ 

1-Mewark ( 65-l4-07ll-) 
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•' Office Memorandum 

TO ^ 1 DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59161) 

j SAC, PHILADELPHIA (65-4332) 

\J SUBJECT: THOMAS LESSIMG^JICK, uas. 

ESPIONAGE - R 

I 5 '(00 - Uewark; 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: VI3/56 


&9 Philadelphia letter 1/L6/55> 

Be Philadelphia letter set forth the opinion of Hr* W. WILSON 
WHITS, USA, H>PA, as obtained from >ir« THOMAS K. HAU of the Department of 
Justice relative to the return of subject's personal property, which is 
presently in the possession of the Philadelphia Office. Mr. HAU advised 
Mr. WHITS that inassuch as no prosecution of BLACK was eonten^ated by 
the Department, the return of all of BLACK'S personal property was authorisod 
by the Department of Justice. 

fie letter also set forth that Philadelphia would make a list '' 

in blank memo form of BLACK'S property and send the memo along with the 
property to the Meuark Office. ' ^ ^ 


There is enclosed herewith for Newaric, an original and two copies 
of an 16 page receipt listing 369 items of BLACK'S personal property to 
be returned to him. The original of this receipt is to be signed by BLACK %;r-:T " - 
and witnessed by an agent or agents of the Newark Office and then returned . 

to the Philadelphia Office. One copy of the receipt has been designated 

for the Newark Office and the extra copy may be givoi to BLACK if he - ; , 

desires same. The property so listed is being forwarded by fiailtey SxpresB . 
to the Newark Office under separate cover. . . . ' ■ i 


Certain items of BLACK'S property are not being returned at 
this time. No mention of this should be made by the Newark Agents, unless 
it is brought to their attention by BLACK. These items will be discussed 
in a separate coasiiuiiieatlon to the Bureau. 



2 - Bureau (65-59181) (REG. MAIL) 

.2 - Newark (l - 65-4074) (bhcls. 3) (RES. MAIL ) 
(1 - PACKAGE) . 

1 - Philadelphia (65-4332) 


CPS:EAM 

(5) 
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PH 65-4332 
JUrmotoT, FBI 






It Is pointed out that during June and July of 1950, many items 
of BLACK *e personal property were returned to him inasnuch as th^r were 
not considered pertinent to the Investigation* The receipts executed 
. by BLACK et that time are on file in the Philadelphia Office. 





.A 




Office ^A^CfTwhifldufTl • UNITED STA^iS GOVERNMENT 

A 

‘ DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) 3/6/56 

/ r-i /w 




SAC, HEWARK (65-lt07i|) 


•UBJBCT: 


THOMAS LESSING BLACK, vas. 

ESPIONAGE - R / \ 

00 Newark ' 

Re Philadelphia letter to Bitreau dated 2/13/56. 


On 3/5/56 the items of BLACK* a property forwarded 
to Newark and liated in the office memorandum furnished to 
Newark with referenced letter were returned to BLACK. BLACK . . 1 
spent some time going through the material and discarding 
that which he did not desire to keep. ; 

The original memorandum listing the property and • - 
signed by BLACK is returned herewith to Philadelphia* A copy 

of this memorandvuD signed by BLACK and the extra copy not _ 

signed are being maintained in the Newark Office. . .j.V/ " . 

BLACK advised that some of his property had not 
been returned and requested that he be informed of exactly 
%diat items are still being held. He mentioned that *a wooden 
box about 7" long containing 2" x 2" color slides of water - 
lilies and another group of slides containing about twenty- 
five to thirty photographs of LEON TROTSmr were missing* He 
said also missing were two reels of 35nn). motion picture film,, 
one containing a speech made by LEON TROTSKY in Berlin and . ^ 

the other film taken at the time of TROTSKY'S assassination* 


BLACK stated that the SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY (SWP) 
had purchased those films and when he was in the SWP they 
were given to him for safe keeping. He said that he risked 
his life by not turning the film over to his Soviet contact 
since the Soviets did want to have any material concerning 
TROTSKY destroyed* 


In view of the fact that he kept the film from the . 
Soviets, BLACK says that he has a special Interest in It -and ^ 
«ante to see some use made of it* He suggested that since .it 


^ Bureau (65-59181) REGISTE31ED KAIL - ■ ' 

2 - Philadelphia (65-U332) (End* 1) REGISTERED MAIL “ ' 

IS) ^ B7 .. r' /.f 

~ — fkr. . 


h&8 historical and documentary value it should be donated 
some place like the Harvard Museum which he knows has some 
material on TROTSKY. BLACK said that he has no personal 
interest in having the film himself but if the Bureau will 
not give it directly to some organisation which would be 
interested in its historical value* he desires its return so 
that he can dispose of it in some way so that its historical 
value Is preserved. 


In view of BLACK'S statements* Philadelphia is 
requested to advise the Bureau and Newark what material of 
BLACK'S was not returned and the reason therefor*. Newark 
should be advised what BLACK can be told concerning this 
property especially the film which he appeared most interested 
in. Unless the film and other material still retained have 
some particular value to the Bureau* it would appear appro>> ' 
priate to return it to BLACK and let him dispose of it as 
he sees fit. 


It is suggested that as soon as Philadelphia 
advises concerning the property of BLACK still in its pos- 
session* the Bvireau advise Philadelphia and Newark tdiat 
action should be taken. 
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Director, FBI (65-59l8l) 


SAC, Philadelphia (65-4332) 


THOMS LESSING BLACK 
ESPIONAGE - fi 
00 • Newark 


©Ara 3/27/56 

c. 1. «. . 
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he Philadelphia letter 2/13/56; Hewark letter 
3/8/56. 

heferenced Philadelphia letter enclosed to Newark 
an original and two copies of an l6-page receipt listing 3b9 
items of BLACK* s personal property, which were to be retiorned 
to him. heferenced Philadelphia letter also mentioned that 
certain items were not being returned at that tine. Although 
It is realized that these items were HJACK* s property, still 
they deal generally In the field of subversive activity and, - 
for this reason, they were retained. 

The following are the only remaining items of 
BLACK* s property still retained by Philadelphia: 

1. 1^32 CP Membership Book #687il issued to HAKOLD 

L. JONES. (BLACK on 7/6/50 stated this was his 
CP Membership J^ok and that he had used the 
name HAROLD L.^JONESj., 


1937 Socialist Party Membership Book in the ' 
name of THOMAS Lp-BLACK.. (BLACK on 6/3o/50 
advised 'he joined the' Trot sky Ite faction of 
the Socialist Party in 1937 and ne identified 
this item as his Sooiallat Party Membership - 
Book.) 

1941 Socialist Workers Party (SWP) Membership 
Book #3354 issued to TJ^JONES^ (BLACK on 




0^ 


Book #39% Issued to T P-JOHES. (BLACK On 
7/6/50 admitted this was his SWP MembeMhlp . . Tt-C ^ 
Book and that he had used the name TOk 'JONES.) ' 


c/-' ■ 


7 recorded -1^ 

:V3-, Bureau <65-59181) (IdiGlSTEidsD MAIL) /r^ 

,(1 - with package) (oD ^ O f / CA^ 

2 . Hewark (65-4074) (HEGISl’BhED MAIL) ' . 

1 . Philadelphia (65-4332) . , - 
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4* One sneet, handvn*ltten, entitled *'Appeal 

Meeting (August U)*** the bottom of this 
same sheet Is the caption "Appeal Meeting 
(August 11)." (BLACK on 6/2V/50 mentioned 
that he was Secretary ol* the Trotakylte Faction 
of the SWF and that these were notes in his own 
handwriting of two meetings held on August 4 
and August 11, 1937* 


5 . 


Typewritten letter from Coyoacan, Mexico, 
dated 1/31/37 and signed in ink by LSOh 
TROl'SKY. The letter was addressed "My dear 
friends" and concerns a pa^hlet TROTSKY was 
apparently writing about the "Moscow Frame-Up.* 
(BLACK has advised that at the September, 1V40, 
Plenum Conference of the BWF in Chicago, it 
was decided that a committee should be 
established to preserve the historical record 
of LE07i ThOTSKY. Requests were made for any 
historical documents, letters, original 
manuscripts, and photo:ir8phs pertaining to LEON 
TROTSKY. This letter Is apparently one of :t.he r. 
Items 10 be maintained as a part of the . 
historical record of LEON TROTSKY.) 1 



6 . 

A. 


Numerous 3 x index cards bearing names and 
addresses and various flnsncial data. 
(Philadelphia letter to the Bureau dated 6/22/30 
mentioned that from Information furnished by 
BLACK, it is believed these were names of people 
who were members of the SWP in the Newark area 
about 1939. 





Yellow sheet dated 6/21/39 containing list of 12 ^ 
persons in Newark area who were to be approached • 
for contributions to Anti-Fascist Labor Guard. . 
(On b/2d/5U BLACK advised that the Anti-Fascist y. 
Labor Guard was part of the Union Defense Guard.. 
The Union Defense Guard was sot up as a branch of 
the SWP at Newark. According to BLACK, the Anti- 
Fascist Labor Guard was an imaucceasful venture ' 
of the SWP. ) 
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Regarding A and B, the above items were photographed. 
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Director# FBI 




3/27/56 


forwarded to the Bureau for development and 
subsequent shipment of same to Newark for 
information in their investigation of BWf 
activities in the Newark area. 


7* Booklet entitled *^rill Manual of the Anti- 

Fascist Labor Guard.** (BLACK on 6/2d/50 advised 
the drill manual was received from the Union 
Defense Guard# which# as previously mentioned# 
was part of the Bv;?. The manual was issued to 
. all members of the Union Defense Guard. While 
the manual pertained to close order and combat 
drill, the Newark organization# according to 
BLACK# never engaged in anything other than . 

wrestling or Jiu-jitsu one or two nights a tieek. 


fi- 

A. Two rolls of 35 millimeter motion picture film# 
one of %ifhich deals with the death of TROTSKY 
and his funeral and the other concerns a speech 
made by TROTSKY in Berlin, according to BLACK. 

B. Three boxes of mounted photographic slides of 

LEON TROTSKY numbered one through 64 in black and 
white color. Also 12 colored slides# eight of • 
which are shots of TROISKY and four are other 
individuals who have been Identified by SLACK. 
Also six colored, unmounted negatives# all of 
TROTSKY. ... 



C. A 5 X 6 box containing 3i x 4i photographic 
negatives of LEON TROTSKY. 

BLACK'S desires regarding these items are set 
forth in referenced Newark letter# paragraphs ^ 

four, five, and six. BLACK mentioned that the 
SWP had purchased these films and they were given 
to him for eafekeeping. According to I^LACK# he.;:;;*.?rr^ 
risked his life by not turning the films over 
to the Soviets and, because he kept the films from 
the Soviets# BLACK says he has a special interest 
in them and wants to see some use made of them. 

BLACK suggested that since the films have 
historical and documentary value# they should be 


o 
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donated to eome plece« like the Harvard Kuaeum, 
which has sone material on THO^rShY. BLACK says 
he has no apecial interest in having the films 
himself but, if the Bureau will not give them 
directly to some organization which would be 
interested in their hlatorlcal value, he desired 
that the films be returned so that he can 
dispose of them in some way in order that their - 
historical value will be preserved* 

Items A, B, and C tinder category eight are being 
forwarded to the Bureau under separate cover 
as of possible Interest to the Research Section 
in the event that section desires to make copies * ■ ' 

of same* Since BLACK has specifically requested 
the return of these items, it is suggested that , ' 
in the event the Central Research Section has no .. ■ 
interest in these items, they be sent to Newark 
for return to BLACK* ^ - 





Booklets entitled -- . . : 

“Program of the Communist InternBtionele“.;:^-"-:;^t;7-:4 • v 
copyrighted in 1929 by the Workers 
Library Publishers . ' 

“The Communist Party • A Manual of Organizatlon“ ’'Tj.- 
by J. PETEFiS, published July, 1930# by 
Workers Library Publishers -f 

“Political Education - The Ultimate Aim” by 

International Publishers A - 

“Political Education - Chief Btages In History 

of CP, SU” by International Publishers f 

(On b/y>/SO these books were exhibited to BLACK ■ ’ 

and he identified them as being his property*) 


The above booklets have, in the past, been used «s 
source material in the Philadelphia Smith Act 
trials. Newark is requested to contact BLACK, 
advise him these booklets are rare originals and 
of possible future value to the FBI, and request 
his permission for the Philadelphia Office to 
retain them. ‘ ■:.r^ : 

s I - ^ " r - ^ ^ 
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Director* FBI j*' .,. 


Newark should also advise BLACK of the identity of 
the remaining items retained by Philadelphia. In the ovent 
BLACK desires the return of all of the items* Philadelphia 
could make phctostatic copies of the originals* with the - - 
exception of the films and the booklets* before returning sane 
to BLACK. 


<khhk:- 

1 . ■ f . 

heferenced Newark letter set forth that BLACK asked 
■about certain films and slides. Information concerning these 
films and slides has been set forth under Category Eight of 
this letter. One other item BLACK mentioned* which is aet forth ■ 
in ref erenced .Newark letter as the wooden box containing 
2 *^ X 2“ colored slides of water lilies* was forwarded to Newark 
for return to BLACK with Philadelphia letter of 2/13/56. 'This 
is listed on page ten of the l6-page receipt signed by BLACK 
under the caption number 446* box number 64> 
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THOMAS LESSING BLACK 
ESPIONAGE - A 


.'Office* 


Aelet PhiUdelphU l/tl/H, a copy of which was furoiebed your 


The two roUe of 35 Blllimeter motion picture aa veil ee the 
photographic negativee of Troteky, which are described in relet, are being 
forwarded your office under separate cover. This material should be 
returned to Black in accordance with his request. 

M • Philadelphia (65-4332) V ^ 


JFCimflY^*^ 

i - (8) 


"- .. A - 4--" 


NOTE: Relet transmitted two rolls of 35 millimeter motion picture film .. 
depicting variotis scenes from Trotsky's life as well as four small 
boxes of both color and black and white photographic negatives .of ^ 
' Trotsky. This material is of no value to the Central Research,^: 
Internal Security or Espionage Sections. Black has requested the- 
return of this material when it is no longer of use to the Bureau. 
He feels it may be of some historical value and desires to donate 
it to some university or research institute. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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noM 



OATE; 4/20/56 


.DIKECTOR, FBI ( 65-591 8l) 

[sac. HEWARK (65-l;07i4.) 

‘ 0 
THOMAS LESSING BLACK 
ESPIONAGE - R 

00: Newark 


Re: Philadelphia letter to the Bureau. 3/27/58 
Bureau letter to Newark. 4/3/56 


/'/ 


On 4/13/56, the two roll a of 35 ®n notion picture 
film, as well ae the photographic slides and negatives of 
LEON TROTSKY, were returned to^THOMAS^LACK. He signed a 
receipt for this naterlal, a copy of which is being furnished 
to the Philadelphia Office. 

BLACK was informed of the remaining items -of his - 
property still in the possession of the Philadelphia Office. -V . '! 
He advised that the only items which he Is interested in receiv- ~ 

> ing are the four booklets listed in Item #9 of re Philadelphia 
letter. BLACK stated that these booklets would be of value in 
connection with any writing he may do in the future. He added, . ... 
however, that he has no plans to do any writing for a few years 
and. therefore, he has no objection to the Philadelphia Office - 
retaining the booklets for the next few years, or until he decides 
t he needs them, at which time he will request their return. BLACK 
V, said he felt that by that time the booklets would probably be. . 
'yVV.of no further value to the Bureau. .-V - 




BLACK was told that the booklets would not be ‘ f . 
^ destroyed and that they would be x^talned by the Philadelphia 
V Office^ until such time as he requests their return. . - - 

Philadelphia is requested to advise Newark if this 
■fii arrangement is satisfactory, and. if so, should make the , 

proper notations on the exhibits so that they will not be x 

* destroyed in the futuire. ....... 
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»K 65-l;07i| 

Xietter to Director, FBI 

‘f . * 

1 

BLACK continues to be very cooperative and has advised • 

bhat he has no objection to being contacted in the future for the 
purposes of viewing photographs and determining if he can 
Identify various Individuals. He advised that after 5/1/56 
his residence address will be 706 High Street, Apt. B-2, 

Newark, New Jersey. He is still employed at the Atlas 

Refinery, Inc., Newark. ' * : 
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^ Mr. v 

Mr.BP;T-.a 


^raasmlt the lollowlng message via 


AIRTEL 


/ fPnority or MttkoJ of MaiUog) 

From SAC. NEWARK (65-14.074) 


IRECTOR, FBI (65»59l8l) 


THOMAS lESSING "BLACK 
SS Plow AGE . R 


Mr. 

Mr« Ihirvntu 
Mr, 

Mr, Trnnim^ 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Tde. 

Mr. li r >« 

Mitt 


On 5/2/56, THOMAS L. BLACK een« to the Newark Office 
to ftdvise that on the night before, a U. S. Merahal cane 
to hla residence and ao rved him wl^ e subpoena, which Instructs 
that he r eport to the Senate uiTlce__Bulldlng, 10 A.M. , oli '^'. 
5 / 9 / 56 T ife 'advised that' he Is to appear before the same. 

Senate Committee that recently heard testimony of DAVID ' 

GREENGLASS and'JlARRY GOLD. BLACK advised as follows: Mt . 

Is concerned about testifying In any open session where 
reporters .are present. He wants to cooperate and Is wllllx)g 
to answer -any .questions concerning his activities as he 
did to the TBI and the Grand Jury, but he would not like ^o " 
have certain of the Information he may furnish at 
newspspezs. he gave ..ps an exair^le the fact thrt ^ ^ 

the Bovlets 'Xabrlcsted reports^ fie Indicated that he is worried 
[about his future as far as work la concerned, as well «6 the . 
[possibility the Soviets might still try to get revenge. 




BLACK requested to know if the FBI could apeak 
the Committee In his behalf resulting in the Committee heiTlng J; 
all his testimony In closed session. BLACK was told that 
the Bureau has no connection with Congressional Committees 
and that there was nothing the Bureau. could do In this regard. 

He was advised that hla Information would be furnished to . 

Bureau headquarters at Washington In the event any Inquiry" 
might be made by the Committee. 

" .■ ■■/. , 

.* It was suggested to BLACK that when he arrives . 

In Washington, be contact the Committee end inform the Committee 
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of hl8 concern and deelrae. BLACK aeld he plans to go to 
Washington a dey early and attempt to Influence the .J! 
Committee to agree to a closed aeasion* He aeidf however/; 
thet he has no plans not to cooper ete In every way and de« 
finitely will not be a Fifth Amendment witness. This la 
furnished for the Bureau's information. - - 
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Matf e, 

Itractpr (p^inal A l) 
Central InfeXltffenee Jtftncp 
B 430 t. Street^ Morthmeai 
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fromt 


Attentiont i^r« JbB«a Anploton 

John Edgar Meooerg tirector 
federal Bureau •/ Jnveatigation 


Bnbjeett JOStPB KaTZ^ mtih uJtaaeu 
SSBJOKAGl • B 


Be/erence ia wade to our preoioua cormunieaiiono . ‘ . 
in tAfa matters 

Ihosaa Uaoing'^laeft, mho haa admitted partictpatton j. 
in Souiet ••plffWf to 2947, haa been oubpoenaed to J 
toatt/y before the Senate Internal Security hubcomaittea on . 

May 9, 295Cm In the pact, Black haa identified Joaeph late caJ 
one of hi a Joviet eapionage ouperieras 

In view of your intereof in thia natter, it la felt "j.. 
you mould want to know of Black* m acheduled appearance before r~ 
thia oonmittees, - _ .. .... 

A copy of thia letter ia being fumiahed to 
Aaatatant Attorney Seneral tilliam Fs ^mpktna, 

ttot r.i^ror.^'^vD - • 

AAG Jbnpkina (by r/aS^ thia date) . " * J 7 G'iiiAY .0 195G,:;^r:7 

1- dS^59181 (Black) 

” /^ .ySBE COVER MEMO Belmont to Boardman, S/v/SO, eapttohed ^^^?^ 
— TSOMAS LKSSIMO BLACK, ESP~R (JPI^mb) . ....... 


JBLtemb (10 ) 


fesiiiVisws 


‘'-iliwCtirfi 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


■Tftll 1 5 • • f • -"I 


Tr&nsffl^ the 
Dt ^l!r«ot«r* 


Ast m 

following nesiage to: 

FBI <65-59181) 


Mr, i; ! 

Mr. 

•iVit koui.' — ~ 

I ilr. lig!lcia* Ti’ I— 
^n«g 


5A^56 


noil AAC» BiilUelphlft -( 65 - 41332 ) 


nous lESSlHG 
SPICHAQE - B 


sWili 


/2^ 




/'/ 


\ 


Bo Newark oirtolf 5/3/56« ^biok sot forth that oubjoct 
oAvisod ho was oubpoonaoA to appear 10 a*K*« 5/9/58 beforo aeso Sonata 
CesBlttoe^ Wasbingtent B* C«« that reoontly heax^ testisooj of BARRY 
OCU) ni ^VID ORSENGLASS* BLACK ooqprooaoA eoneon about toatifFlDB ■ 
In open aesaient fearing ScFTiota ni^ aHU tay to Book rowengo 
on kdau BLACK inqniroA if FBI ooulA intoreoAe with Sonata Conlttoo 
to have hia toatinoxv hearA in cloeoA ocaelen* BLACK van tolA . " . 

Bureau haa no oennection with ocHd.ttoo6 anA there was nothiqg 
fiurean eonld Ae in this rogarA* 


fioroan letter 1/30/53 in BLACK ease polntoA out ^at on 
page 98 of BIACK^s testimony before FeAeral Grand Jurr at Phlladeil 


BLACK lAentlfleA 





4*. Bureau (ItegiatoroA Veil) 
5 - 65-59181 


i - «S-5WU W«SKPH Kitz) Xjr ■ 

« - (onrk («5-ll07k) (Se«i«t«r.4 Vail) ^ t>5-S f/f / ■9&</ 

2 - Now lork (Info) (EeglateroA Mall) « 

i - ^iSlI (JOSEPH KATZ) ^ 1956 

1 VFO (Safe) (BoglatoreA Mall) ^ tr a- ^ 

2 - PhllaAelphU ^ 


2 • PhllaAelphU 
1-654332 

1 . 65 - 4 jf^ (JOSEPH KATZ) 
CStnnt \ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IRVESTIGATION 
tntlTED STATES DEPARTHENT OF JUSTICE 


Tr&nsait the felloving Teletype BOSBAgs to: 

UrBetor, ?BI 5/V56 

SSt TBOUS LSSIKO fLAOL 
SSPldUGS • B 


^o«t« 



IBo last infomatlBn in PH filet in the JGBEPH lATZ ease 
ie a report ef &i BIC&ARD £. BHENNiH^ Vtg dated 10/30/53, ehidi 
refleeta that a eecret eoi^alnt nd varrent ia oatstaDdLng far 
arrest ef XAIZ far consplraeT' to eoamlt eBplcnage* Current atatoa 
•f KATZ ease ie Bot knoes to thia affloe* 




2a eiew af peeBlbla proeeoatlan ef KATZ and inasuch a* 

HiACX «aa prerieoaly oaatlened that anj public dlecloettre on hie 
I part idantif jing ^ACK” ae JOSEPH KATZ ai^t iapair futora espionage 
I imreBtigatione ae eet fcrth in PH latter V22/53» bureau is requested 
1 to instruct Hevark whether BiACZ pricw to bis appearance before Senate 
\ CooDlttee, 5/9/S»6, should again be resinded te reftrain frcn waking 
\ any statcBenta relatiTo to VACE^e” identity* 

, , 

C f * . T, 

HC 










Special A aent in (Starse 
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Office l^etnorafidupi • united states government 

TO i, r, Boardman /« ' iv'** oaibi 7 2956 

.■BKSiUkt I— — • ^ , 


A. J7. £el 


'3KOM 


mnjaCTi mOMAS LESSING BLACK 
ESPIONAGE - B 


CC - Boardman 
Nichole 
Belmont 
fallace 
Lia'teon 

^ G^Afi'u 


OAist iftiy 7 ^ 2956 


* ‘ J .. ^ 


At fi'f 


By airtel S/ 4 /S 6 Philadelphia pointed out eubject has Been 
eubpoenaed to appear before Senate Internal' Security Subcommittee 
5^9/56, Phila, etated Bulet ^30/S3 in inetant caee re^em d 
~^te ati7n nnii nf Tilark before F GJ, Phila, ^ and noted BJoe?f y 

thaztn^^ 

aboue info be pointed out to Black in view of the fact he -night he 
called for public hearing at a future date, Phila, aeked if Black\ ' 

I ehould again be reminded by Newark to refrain from making any otate^ 
me nte relative to Kate* identity, . - ' 





I It ie not believed any inetructions should be ^iven -to -.-^^.x / 

I Black since to do eo would place Bureau in the position of inatructr 
I Ang a witneee to withhold info, from a Senate committee, > . 

ACTION: 1 ) There ie attached a teletype to Newark, with cc to Phila. 

instructing NK that no instructions should be given to 5IacE 
to withhold info from the committee, Further, in the event Black askf^ 
for advice, he should be told to tell the truth,/ ^ ^ 

^^€S/JLr3>f^ 

•• ■■ ■ - f'* • -i'T - i-ro 



«3. WAY -tt HB6 - ^ 
With CC ttT'^esiktan"^ 


r. - Shore ie attached^ ^/Pt^rMb CIA, with cc to Ass ibta 

AG ^mpkine, captioned ^'Joseph Kata, was,, ESP-J2, advising of’y.f " 


BiacK’s scneau'iea appearance , bmre tbe.cormxTzee,- cia 
being advised in vieW of their^egotioUons Witn Ism 

CS^S9161 Y* eventually have Kata returned to U,S, 


Enclosures •. 

M-TOr-k.f 





Office lAetnOfUflduin * cnited states government 

* * ' f ti 1 ^ --STiiMB 

to fX* r. Boardman t ^\p .^icnt S-ll»St> 


• - ' y? 


■mnncti \TBOUaS LSSSIKG BLa( 3 C 

.espionage • Jt 


TICKLERS: Boardman 

NicholB tL 

Belmont fJTP Q> /’■'»- 
. Branigan C 

Wallace 


T*U. t« 


' jlttacheef *Ne\o York Daily Neios" article dated $d0^5B captioned 
"Chemist Stole Data For Soviet For 17 Years" regarding which the Director 
commented: "Who is thisT*deals with Thomas Lessing Black, 


' Black, a registered foreign agent vWiose registration statement 
was withdrawn by the Attorney General from public perusal in 19S3» sas / 

I born 7^S“^ Bloomsbury, Pennsylvania, He was interviewed by the 

Bureau on numerous occasions and teas cooperative. Me has admitted 
becoming involved with the Soviets in 193^» admitted contacting 

and sometimes furnishing information to Gaik Ovakimian and subsequent 
Soviet espionage superiors in 293^’^?» Hhe information consisted cf 
industrial secrets (including chemical formulas for penicillin and 
sorbitol) obtained from various companies by which Black was employed. 

In 1947 at his last meeting arrangements were made for future contacts, 
Black stated he received notice of an intended contact with the Russians . 
cn 2by 22, 19S0, Me stated he did not comply with his instructions for 
\ -establishing this contact. By memorandumi4^30’‘Si $^E0^S3 the 

t Criminal Division of the Department advised no prosecutive action against 
Black was contemplated. As result cf testimony before the Federal Grand 
-Jury, Eastern District of Pennsylvania, October 2, J, and 9» i-9S2, Black 
' was requested and did register under the Foreign Agents Registration 
--^ot, as amended. Subsequently his registration statement was withdrawn 
~ from public examination. On b^4S3 the Assistant United States Attorney, 

: Eastern District of Pennsylvania, advised evidence was insufficient to 
sustain a conviction of Black under perjury, misprision cfjblcny, and^ 
espionage statutes, , 


Black recently went into business with Percy Melie af the 
Belie Chemical Company, Worcester, Massachxtsetts, This company manu^ 
factures textile socialities. The actual manufacture cf these 
specialities takes place at the plant of the Atlas Refinery Company, 
142 Lockwood Street, Newark $, New Jersey, and it is at this location 
that Black Ja presently employed. Me resides at 70 Q Migh Street^ ' .V 
^rtment B2, KemrX. „ .. 

\ On $~1~S6 Black teas subpoenaed to. appear S“9’‘5^ before the , 
Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, Me appeared on $^9-5^ :oas 
heard in closed session. Bis testimony has been secured, is being ~. 
Photostated and will be reviewed. 


(Mm) 
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Data for Soviet 


For 17 Years 
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Washington, May 9 (CTPS).— An American 
temist Mnf eased to Senate investigators today 
at he had stolen technical secrets for a Soviet spy 
. (< 7 ring 4luring a IT-year 

period. 
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FVom 1933 to 1950, the 
witness testified at a dosed 
session of the Senate In- 
ternal Security subcommi^ 
i tee, he auppbed Russian 
.1! aaents with a vast amount 
I of material purloined from 
I the files .of American coipo. 
rations for which he worked. 

Arthur Wat- f 
Una (R-Uuh) ht«ded the ehem - ' 
m e plea that his same and I 
,P**ce «f employment i 
Mould be eoneealed pesdine t 
I farther Investiintion. A dttision I 
I ■ en p^uriof the eritneit at an I 
• open bearing vae postponed nttl 
:&exi Week* 

Tht chemUt WA« summoned fOr 
^ueitioninf •» the rceult of tesU- 
inony Uht April 26 of Heiry 
‘ Gol^ convicted elomie &py now 
•CTTinr 30 peen in prUon. In hie 
ieetimonj Cold deicribod the la* ' 
9pyitijr,.ct m chemiii 
immed Thomng X* BIocIl fonserlx 
Mf iemy City* 

i Hom'ever^ commlUec memben 
'Jfowld not conftrm or deny thet 
Blick was the ch^m Bi U " no ttdoy 
■ c mi rfin i d jipying> 
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Vosh. Post and . 

Tlmea Herald 
Wash. News _— 
Wash. Star ' 


-N. Y. Herald 
. Tribune ■ 
H. Y. Mirror „ 


N. Y. Dally Neirs^^^"' 
Dally Worker - 

The Worker 


Hew Leader 


> • ■. 




fitCORPEOTES 




i7 l^g .. E--.. 





^Plotted 

• fBi i i f CcttPtd fiobert Horrli 
lAul the teiiireony corned Dot 
only •'induelrUl etpionoge** but t 
plot to do Tioleuce to on exiled 
Russian leader* la thJe eonipira* ' 
fy, a RuBfian police epent, ect- 
Inp under cover ei d Soviet R^ 
CroBA repre^lative, wo in- 
volved, Mottib taid. 

The chcmlat worked for aeveral 
years under the aupervision of 
Gaik Badalovicb OvakimLan. ehS^ 
of the Soviet lecret police in the 
United States from 1032 to 1041. 
Ovakimian wo arrested by the 
' FBI on May *5, 1941 , but eUimed . 

I immunity as a Soviet official, lie 
mas allowed to leave the United 
States, at the euppestion of the 
State Department* in July* 104L 
Chen a Good lob 

Cold iestiftod last month that 
be'wat out of work in 1933 wh« . 
he was piven a food lob Black* 
a chemist then employed ^ tw . 
Holbrook Manufacttirlnf Co. « : 


llolbrook' Mwiufacttirinf Go. ^ ‘ 
Jersey City. . * 

Cold said Black was a Commo; | 
nist who persuaded him U aUal | 
chemical aecreU from bis «a»- 
ployer, which ware relayed to 
Russian apenta. 

Aj a chemUt for the Penniyl- 
vania Super Co.. Gold 

he rifled hit employer^ files tor 
blueprinU and daU which mit- 
lined procetsci for the manux^ 
ture of chemicals. He turned this 
matci'ial over to Black, who^ttid 
sig ns needed au^^^SiPSL 
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NOTICE 


THE BEST COPIES OBTAINABLE ARE 
INCLUDED IN THE REPRODUCTION 
OF THE FILE. PAGES INCLUDED 
THAT ARE BLURRED, LIGHT OR 
OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO READ 
ARE THE RESULT OF THE CONDITION 
AND OR COLOR OF THE ORIGINALS 
PROVIDED. THESE ARE THE BEST 
COPIES AVAILABLE. 
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Transmit the follcwing message vlo AIRTE^, 


I Tolfoy * 

^ I Kithola^. 

/'// ■ I ?!*'• ^ 

Date: 5/ll>^4-rt^6 I 

, i.V '-'J iir. j:^,_ ' 


REGISTERED WAIL 


y/' (Priority or Ueihod of Hailing) ^ 

FroitS^ NE'fl7JlK (6i>-l;074) A- 
To: /D irector, fbi (65-5918i) 

THO KJ.S LESSIKG BLACK 
ESPIONAGE - R 


lauiui^^ 

i -r. K:. ~ 

nt-rfoMd^ 
T*Jc. Hou m 
li*-Uiom An 
Gaadv _ 


Re Newcrlf elrtel 5/3/58, |— 

C \ 

On B/^C/5i>, BLACK appeared at Newark Office., 

cr.d he relcted that he bed gone to k’eshlngton, D.C,, on 'V'"^ -, 
5/6/56 and we a interviewed by ROBERT MORRIS of the Senate 
Internal Security Sub-ConjRittee for a couple of hours, rt 
which time, BLACK gave him a complete statement of his pest 
activities. He seid HOHRIS edvised him that the Committee 
would give consideration to not making his testimony public 
and would discuss tiB matter with the FBI. 

BLACK advised that the next day, he appeared 
before the Committee for about an hour. The Committee ' 

memb'3i^ had copies of his statement and, although he had not 
or signed It, he swore to it being the truth to the 
best of his recollection. One of the em.ployees of the 
Committee told BLACK that they might wish to talk to him - 

again at a later date, but made no arrangements at that time, 

‘ ■* I , . 

BLACK said he la still worried for fear the Committee 
will went him to testify In open session or might mske his . • 

testimony of 5/9/56 public, rle did not know that they planned 
to give anything to the preas. Even though he was not 
Identified, the ”Nev York News”, In Its article, named BLACK ^ 
&r. t.he possible unidentified industrial chemist, who had ^ 

testified on 5/9/56, BLACK ssld he Is worried about losing 
his lob, even though his employer has known of his activities 
for a number of years. H e sa id the newapaper.. ertlcle 
Indicated he had worked for ..tfie Soviets .xintll..l95.P*. whereas 
he’ sctuelly broke with the Commvinists^ln 1936 .end completely 
broke awey ' from' Radical” activities in 19 U 0 , ^is,.te'timpny .' \ • 
showed only that he bed been. contacted by Soviets as late 


1950, 


Bureau (65-59161) (RM) 

- Philadelphia (65-4332) (RM) 

|-L>i . Newaai^k /( 65-4074) 

^ ' FCZ/mam X f 

5 0 f/jC^ 1 b 1o:) 7 I Mr. BeS Sl 

Approved: J 1 1 

- jS/>|^lcl Agent In Chorg'- 


REOiRDS - 9 :^ 


>vlets 8s iDte ^ 







F F I. 

Dcte: 


Tronsmil the following message via 

' PAGE TWO 

(Friority or Uc:hod of Uailing) 

From SAC. 

To: 

T.-:OMAS LESSING BLACK 
ESPIONAGE - R 



BLACK requested to knov whether, in the event his 
employer should question his tru.thfulner r , the Bir eeu could 
teii his employer thst he has told the truth. V.hen Informed 
thet this was not possible, he wanted to know If he could 
bring his employer to the Newark Office for a discussion of 
his case. BLACK was told that this office would be unable 
to furnish' any information to his employer. Ke said his 
employer is PERCY hjiLIE, who knew of his past activities In' 
1950 end w££ interviewed by the Bureau at that time. He 
said that HELIE was out of town on 5/10/56 but thet he knew . . 
that BLACK was to testify on 5/9/56. BLACK said he felt that 
HELIE will believe thet he has told the truth end he 
should realize that if BLACK was further Involved, he^would 
have ‘oeen prosecuted the same as HARRY” GOLD. 

BLACK said he understood thet the B\areeu could not 
give out any information end appeared relieved after discussing 
the matter. He advised that he would inform this office of 
any subsequent developments. 


POSTER 




-Approved; 


. Speclcl Agent In Charge 


Sent 


M Per 61 


X 
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6 * ^ 

Ojficc ^^CIllOTd'i'ldu'lTl • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI (65-591tii) 

DATE: 

3/17/36,. 

SAC, Phiiaaelpnia (65-4332) 



O 

THOMAS LESSING BLACK, 



ESPIONAGE - R 



(00 - Newark) 


- 


he Pbllaaelphia letter and hewark 

letter 

Referenced NevarK letter advised that subject 
mentioned tne only items or bis property still in the 
possession of the Philadelphia Office that he is interested 
in receiving at some future oate are four booklets listed 
as Item 9 in referenced Phiiaaelpnia letter. These booklets 
are as follows: 

'* program of the Cc.inunlst Internationale" 
copyrighted in 19^9 by the workers 
Library Publishers (Phiiaaelpnia file 
location 6ij)-l|332-lB-19 (12); 

"The Comriunist Party - A Kanuai or Organisation” 
cy j. PRliiRS, published July 193P by 
Workers Liorary; Publishers (Philadelphia 

file location 65-4332- IB- 19 (13) 

\ 

"Political Education - The Ultimate Alin" by 
Intcinational Publlsherd (Philadelphia file 
location 65-4332- !£.- 19 (ll^) 

"Political Education - Chief Stages in History 
of CP, SU" by International Publishers 
(phiiaoe Iphiu file location 65-4332-12-19 (15) 




2 - 
2 - 


1 - 


Bureau (65-59101) (REGISTERED HAIL) 
Kewark (65-4074) (REGISTERED HAIL) 
Phileoelphle (65-4332) 





CS:cXp 

(5) 


Director, FBI 

RE: THOMAS LESSING BLACK 
ESPIONAGE - R 


Re Newark letter also mentioned EIACK was told 
the above booklets would not be oestroyed but would be 
retained by the Philacelphla Ofl'ice until such tine as be 
requests their return* Newark instructed Pbiiaaelpbia to 
advise if tni; arrangement was satisfactory and if so, 
proper notation should be made on the Phliaaelpnla exnibits 
BO that they would not be destroyed in the future* 


This is to advise Newark that the above arrangement 
is satisfactory. Appropriate notations have been maae on 
tne pertinent Philadelphia exhibits (b3'*l|332'‘lB-19 (12)#(13D, 
(Hi), and (13) so tnat tney will be availaole when BlACK 
requests their return* 


Inasmuch as work Involving the disposition of 
BIACK's property has been finished ana all. other investigation 
has been completed in tnis office, this case is conslcercd RUC* 


1^. m 


Office Metnorandum 


pO 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


L. V. Boardman 

f\Pp 


noM 


SUBJECT: 


[. aCi'^.-ipn 
sj V' 


V' 


DATE: Kay a?* 1956 


Ticklers : 


THOriAS LESSING BLACK 
Testimony Before Senate Internal 
Security Subcommittee (Eastland Committee), 
May 6, 1956, '.7ashln;rton, L. C., 

Executive Session, Volume 37* 
and May 9, 1956, '.Jashin^ton, D. C. , 
Executive Session, Volume 3^ 


Boardman 

Belmont 

Branigan 

Short 

V/allace 


Tolm 

Nlclkots 

Mohr 

Par»OQs 

Roacq 

Nfttr 

Rioterroad — 
Tele. Rooq 
MolioAAit 


m 


Steiiorraphic transcript of captioned testimony was 
received from the Eastland Coinmitteo. Photostats made of i-iay 8 
and 9* 1936, testimony and original^ returned to Committee. Eastland 
• Coriinittee hearing held for purposes of inquiring into scope of 
Soviet activities in the United States. ' 

Testimony of Black on Kay 6, 1956, consisted of his 
furnishing the story of his involvement in Soviet espionage a nd - 
was taken v.’ithout any oath having been adrainistered. His testimony 
on May 9, 1956, consisted of a brief resume xone'er oath covering 
j testimony given May 6, 1956. The informL.tlon contained In Black's - 
t testimony is not new to the Bureau and no action is required. 
However, Black did state in his testimony of May G, 1956, which 
was not repeated in his testimony of i^ay 9, 1956, that he had as y 
his superior at one time Katz. Ko further idcriwlfyine Inforsiation 
beyond Katz's name was furnished. 
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Kemoraiidum for Mr. BoercL-nan 


By letter also dated i-iay li, 1956, both CIA end 
AAC? Toinpklns were advised vinder caption "Joseph Katz, was.. 
Espionage - R" that Joseph Katz's name had arisen in the 
testimony of Barry Gold before the Eastla:id Comraittce. 
Therefore, it is not necessary to notify CIA and AAG Tompkins 
again of Katz's name arising in testimony before Laatland 
Committee, in this instance in Black's testimony in exe&utive 
session. 


ACTION: 

Hone. Since no nevj information is reported in the 
testimony of Black and Photostats of Hay t and 9, 1956, 
executive session testimony by Black before the i^astland 
Committee have been placed in Black's investigative file, 
and since Cl/, and AAG Tompkins have been advised of a prior 
instance of disclosure of Joseph Katz's name in testimony 
before the lastland Committee, no further action by the 
Bureau is necessary. 
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Transmit the follov/ing message via 


AIRTEL 


(Priority or JHethod of Mailing) 


From SAC. >^^EVJARK (65-407^) 


To: /IRECTOR, FBI (65-59l8l) 

0 

THOMAS LESSING BLACK, was 
ESPIONAGE - R 
00: Hevrark 




Mr. • 



M*-. a^ua ' 

' Mi-. Nce»a__ 

Mr. 

Ttic. J:...,, 

Mr. I:.'/i;!..xana__- : 
Mils uanity I 




THpi:’A S-BLACK appeared at the Newark Office May 15 . 

1956 and exhibited a letter he received from ROBERT MORRIS - ;, • 

cf the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee. The letter, *' ' 

dated Kuy 10, 1556, stated that the committee members decided 
that BLACK should testify in public session for his own good , 

to clear the record, for the good of the covin try, and to 
^establish BLACK'S “place in history". . . 

MORRIS stated in the letter that he would talk 
to BL..:;K's employer before he testified. MORRIS also told 
3BLACK that the committee had discussed the inatter“4« the . 
jjFBI and the FBI told them that a decision to have BLACK 

IJtestify publicly would in no way effect his future usefulness. - 

. > 

BLACK said he talked to MORRIS on the telephone 
and KOFJ^IS wants him to apoear Thursday morning, May 17, 

1956 . MORRIS talked to PERCY HELIE, BLACK'S employer and 
HELIE had no objection to BLACK'S testifying. However, 
according to BLACK, officials of the Atlas Refinery Inc., 

Newark, N. J. are concerned about the matter although they 
have said nothing to him. 

■ He explained that he works for HELIE who sells 
certain chemicals which are made at the Atlas Refinery and . •; 

he, BLACK, supervises the production of these chemicals, , ' 

Neither he nor KELIZ are employed or paid by Atlas Reflneryl ^ 

^'^^^•^ureau (65-59181) Registered Mall 

“^-Philadelphia (65-4332) (Info) Registered MalL- cn t / 

1 r. Newark (65-4074) ^ 
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Date: 5/I6/56 

Tronsiinit the following message via AIRTiSL 


(Friori.y or kteUiod of kt ailing) 

From SAC, KEVARK (65-40?^) 

To: DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59l8l) 

TH0M;.S LESSING BLACK, was 

ESPIONAGE - R - 

PAGE TWO 

BLACK Is concerned that the conmlttee will not 
bring out the complete story of his operation in order to 
clarify his roll as a Soviet Agent. 

BLACK is planning to telephone MORRIS in an attempt 
to get more time to discuss the details of his case before 
testifying and also to request MORRIS to contact the President 
of the Atlas Refinery Company to explain the matter to him, 
BLACK was given r.o advise in this matter. 

BLACK also mentioned the possibility of the Soviets 

I contacting hlrri after he testified. He was tcld that he 
should immediately notify this office if he is ever so 
contacted. 

Furnished for information. 

END POSTER 






Approved: 


Sen! 


rrMOMn romi MO. M 


Office Is/lemomnaum 


DIRECTCR, FBI (65-59l8l> 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATC 5/31/56 


IROM 


SAC, PHILADELPHIA (65-U332) 


SUBJECT: THCliAS L. ELATK, -aai, 

ESPIONAGE - R 

• On 5/16/56, IJr, MCRRIsW^OiAN, I8l8 Korth l6th Street, 

Readin2, voluntarily appeared at the Reading Resident Agency, stating ' ■ 
that he rished to furnish information on the subject* He stated 
that he sa-s an article in the local press indicaLing that the subject 
had usstified before some congressional cenmittee regarding his 
explonage activities in behalf of th$ Russians* FRI£I£‘Ah' stated that 
he, himself, is presently emplcyed by the J. C. Ehrlich Conpanj of 
Reading* He came to knon the subject nhen they were students at the 
Pennsylvania State College* FRIED!£AJ\ stated that he attended college 
from 1926 to 1930, graduating in the latter jear* The subject vas 
unable to graduate because of a lack of money* ^ 

FRESDUAIi recalled that the subject had a roommate, with whoa 
he was ver>' close* Tnis roommate was nared FEHDIK/JiDvPELLE... FEIEDllAN 
stated- that he last saw H£LI£R around 1931 at which time HELIER resided 
at 195 West Chaw Street, Philadelphia, Pa* FRIZKIAJJ recalled that 
they called the subject Tasso when they attended college, but he had 
no idea where the nickname oilginated* In addition, FRIEDLiAN 
stated that he cannot recall that the subject or HELLER were Imterasted 
in Communlsi, but he did recall that ^ey passed out tracts put 
out by the American Association for the Advancement of Atheism* 

Aroiind 1930 or 1931, FRIEDMAN was experiencing difficulty in • 
obtaining eisployment as a teacher* He recalled that he went on a 
hitch-hiking trip with HELIER to sse the former's uncle in Massachusetts* •/ 
They stopped off to see the subject in Newark* He rec all ed that the 
subject lived in an apartment, house development, possibly owned by the 
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DHUSCTC?., PBI 

7hQLiAS li» BLACK ^ ^ftsso 

ESPIONAGE - fi 



Metropolitan Life Insxaw.ce Company, There iras a foitrUi individual 
present^ but he could not remember vho it mas. The subject spent most 
of his time itith HELLEK and FRHUKANy but he could not recall az^ybhinc 
of significance that mas discussed, 

FRZEDMAJ' stated that toward the end of World War Ilj he vas 
employed as a Process Engineer by the Sperry GjToscope Ccanpan}' at Lake 
Success^ N.I, He iras aroxtiing on the develsprient of the gyroscope^ which 
was classified wozk. Although he had nothing to do with It^ be was 
aware, that the firm was also doing soms classified work for the 11a\y« " 
which was some cort of an aiming device to be used by planes. He knew 
that the instrument involved the use of mirrors and that It was used 
in computing range and speed of a p?.ane, Kr, FPvIEDtZAN stated that was 
all he knev. about the project^ and that he never had access to it* 

The subject was still residing in Nev;ark at that tlmtw PRIEDrAN 
recalled that he visited the subject about three or four times* He 
recalled that the subject asked bin* a general question such as what he 
was doing at the ^-erry Gyroscope Coo^ny, FRIEDliAN stated that he 
never told the subject what type of work he was doing because of its 
confidential nature. Be recalled that the subject also asked some 
.general questions about the computing device mentioned above, FRIEDVAN 
stated he pointed this out to Indicate that the subject was aware of 
the project. In addition^ FKIETllAN stated that he cannot recall exactly . 
fdiat the subject's questions were, although he recalled that they were 
general in nature, FHIEBliAK stated that at any rate, be could not have 
talked about the project if he had wanted to because he had no infozi&a- 
tlon coDceming it except as set out above, Mr* FRIEDMAN stated that 
the subject never attezq}ted uo recruit him for explonage purposes* 

He did recall that the subject had Invented some ty'pe c£ medical 
cream which could be used as a base for medicines and idilch wcild not . . 

cause a scab or wound to adhere to a bartdage. The subject sold his . 

rights to this cream to some firm in New York City for $3»0CX)* On 5/2l/56f 
lir, FRIEDIAK called and advised that the finn in question was the Fins . 
Organics Coepaqy^ 211 East l^h Street^ New Toric City* . 
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DIRECTCE, FBI S/31/S6 

THOl'AS L. BUCK, «a., Tasso 
ESPIONAGE - R 


Kr« FKIEDNAN stated that in thinking back over his contacts 
ulth the subject, he recalled that the subject iras alva76 apprehensive* 

He recalled that when he caiLe to visit, the subject alvays looked doan 
the hall in back of hir. as if he vere locking to see if anyone else 
sere there* Ks recalled that he and tho subject very often talked 
over old tiicec on a park bench and that vhen they returned to the 8ii>- 
Ject's apartiient, the subject alvay? inspected every room as if to 
determine if an^'one had been in the apartment* In addition, he stated 
that the only remark that he recalled about Russia was vhen the subject 
asked him vliat he lianned to do after the nar* Vhen FP.IEDNAN replied 
that he did net knevi, the subject told bin that be could get a good job 
in Russia* 

The ordj' apparent identifiable reference to P'.CRRIS FRIEDHAN 
in the Philadelphia files is contained on page 17$ in the report of 
SA WILLIAl; B* RZLTE, J; ., Philadelphia, dated 7/26/50, in captioned 
matter, copies of which were furrlshed to Newark* BLACK apparently 
was questioned regarding a UQFi^IS FRIEDUN* BLACK related this 
individual livei at 537 North Uth Street, Beading, and was his 
roommate at Pennsylvania State College for two semesters* On one 
occasion after BUCK started working for Berg Laboratones in Philadel- 
phia, FKIED'i/J^ saw him socially in Frdladelphla* No other infoncation 
is mentioned concerning FHIZDliltMv* 

Since EU(X has aways m&intained be engaged only in industrial 
espionage, it might be well to detenr>ine why he was asking FRIBDUAN about 
confidential Navy work a t Sp arry Gyroscope Compare' toward the end of 
World War II, as mentioned by FRIEION^ 

Prior to an>' re-interview with BLACK, New Tork is requested’ 
to attempt to Identify the project Involving the Navy confidential 
work on coB 5 >utir »2 devices that were handled during World War II by the 

^arry (V^'oscope Company, Lake Success, N.T*, and as described in more ■ 

detail by FRIEDE‘.N in this letter. 

If New Tozk is successful in obtaining more detailed infoz^ ' V 
satiou concerning tho above Navy classified contract, Newark is re- 
quested to re-interview BLACK regarding hie association with FRIEDU&N. ■*' 

It should then be determined how BUCK knew about the confidential 
Navy project at Sperry Otoscope and id>y he was questioning FRIEDUAN 
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DDECTOE, FBI 


5/31/56 


l^O/'AS L. ELA.CK, na., Tasso 
ESFIOliAGE - R 


about the project. At the conclusion of the lnter7le«, he could he 
asked imether this interest in the Sperrj Qyroscope Compaiy and the 
confidohtlal urork at Sperxy was for the benefit of the Russians* 
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SAC, Ncio Fork (6S-2S33SJ 


(oria £r 1) 


June 22, 1956 


^Ei-ORDED-ge C65-59i82Uy^^ 




TEOZJIS L. BIACE, was 
BSPICmCB - £ 


mtter^ 


Be Pkt2ade2phia 2ct d:ited 5-‘32~‘5^ in above •captioned 


Ee:o York will iaitr.cd lately handle the lesd set out in 
I referenced letter to identify the project involving confidential 
1 work for the IJavy on computing devices which was handled during 
* World Par II by the Sperry Gyroscope Company, Lake Success, 
ilVew York, as described in more detail by Harris Friedsan in . - 
I referenced letter. 

The Newark Office, on receipt of the results cf 
{New York investigation requested above, is authorized to rc- 
V inte'-vieu fhorjis L, Blank regarding his association with Norris 
Friedrjin, It should be determined hew Black learned of the 
confidential Navy project at the Sperry Gyroscope Company and 
why he questioned rrieaireiii about t'fiat project. Black should also 
be asked whether his interest in the Sperry Gyroscope Company 
and if-3 confidential work was to obtain information for the .. , ' 

benefit of the Bussiana, -- 


;i' rt 


Ac stated above. New Yorl: will handle requested ingutry 
'immediately so thuit Newark can interview Black ana report the 
results of said interview promptly. 

The above natter must receive continuous stpervision 
'and attention until resol 'oed as Black has aiuuT,.? maintained that 
he engaged only ir, industrial espionage for the Icussians, 
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Letter to I'ew "'ork: 


. i ^ *^':* * 


' .-J4 * 


M ^ ly U ^ • 

Black loas bom 7~5'“^? Pc'nnsylxxinia and , is 
a ren istcred foreign agent whose registration statement vas 
withdra-j-ri from public perusal in 19^3 i>y the Attorney General, , 

Be lias clair.ed thjat he vxis engaged only in industrial' espioruige 
for the Soviets, On 6-4-^J the Assistant U, S, Attorney, 

Eastern District of Pennsyl'jania, advised that evidence 
devcl ozc:; wrs insyfficiei'A, to sustain a conviction of Black 
under iicrjur';, suspicion of misprision of felony, and espionage 
status, Be c-npeared before the Senate Internal Security 
Subcon-iittee *’“• TAasliington, 1, C, On $~lQ~pC - 

I’orris Priedman vcluntar i 1 y appeared at our Beading, Pennsylvania, 
resident agency and volunteered information concerning his . 
relationship with Thomas L, Black, As a result, a question i ■- 
has arisen as to whether BlacJ:, due to questions asked 
Priednan concerning Friedman’s employer, Sperry Gyroscope ■ ■ , 

Company, might not have beer, engaged in espionage as distinguished 
from inclusiricl espnonage as he hxLS always conteruded. Due to , 
this fact the Few Vork and Fewark Offices have been requested to 
receive the questions raised hy Friedman’s injomaiion immediately. 
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Office M-emovandupi • ijnited states government 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


\ ^ I 

5oordTOcn-.'1 5 ' 

V ' 

Bsl.fionty 


DATE: 5-i9-56 


TH QiiAti ^-^SSING 3LA CK 
ESPIONjiGE - R 


Moh/, 

PMOfif 

Aoscfi 



Vtuerrevd . 
Tele* Eoaa . 
Holloetta 
Gaady __ 


'■ Pursuant to Tr. Itichols' reque st~information, 

concerning subject’s degree of cooperation with Bureau* as td Minify* *” — 
bepartr.ental o.iniona concerning prosecution of subject^ as to 
whether subject testified in Abruhan Brothman CasOj and as to subject’s 
present e~.ployncnt s'tuation as known to Bureau^ is act out. 


Subject was first interviewed 5-32-50 due to casociytion with 
Harry Gold and stated he had no reason to doubt Gold’s loyalty, Goldj 
who confessed on 5-23-bO to having been Eleus Puchs ’ American contact^ on 
6-2f 4, 5r50, gave statements advising Black had recruited him into 
Soviet espionage and that he hod told Black of his connection with ' 
Fuchs, Black was reinterviewed 6-25-50 and admitted meeting Gold after 
Fuchs’ arresz and being told Gold was Fuchs’ American contact. Me 
claimed he was scarei of Sovi .ts and regretted his inaction, i,e, not 
telling FBI, Me ot..ted he i::ished to cooperate and thereafter was > . 
interviewed on humcrous occasions and fur lished information unknown to 
Bureau concernin.. his activities, lie admitted he was first involved with 
Soviets in 1934; th t he contacted and sometimes furnished information to 
^crai?r Ovekimian and subsequent espionage superiors in 1934-4?, The 
^information consisted of industrial secrets (including chemical formulas 
ij/or penicillin and sorbitol) obtained from various companies by which 
iiemp2o.yeCi , He has apparently cooper ted in the identification of his 
ijjoyiet espicn-::ge sup -riors. The Bureau’s knowledge of Black’s activities 
zis limited in meet p-^rt to nis admissions. 


I By memoranda 4-30-51 and 5-20-53 the Criminal Division of the 

I Department advised no prosecutive action against Black was contemplated, 

/i5 o result of testimony b.fo e the Federal Grand Jury, Eastern District 
of Pennsylvania, 10-2, 3, 9-52, Black was requested and did register under 
Foreign Agents Ri,gi strati on Act, as amended, Subsequently the 
Dec jrtment on S-20-53 advised his registration stateinent was withdrawn ' 
from public exa-iin-ticn due to fact he stated he would report any future 
contacts with Soviet agents to kureau, Cn 6-4-SS the Assi stent U3A^‘ / 
East'^rn District of Pennsylvania, advised evidence insufficient to sustain 
a conviction under perjury, misprision of felony and espionage statutes. 
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i'eaoronduK for JL'r* Boardman 


Black was issued a subpoena to testify af a witness in the 
Abrdhan Brot'm.iun Case but id;.5 not called to testify, (6ii^59161^2Q8) 
Black’s first public appearance w: s to testify before the Senate 
Internal Security Subcommittee, reportedly 5-i7-56* 


Infornation as to Black's present emplo,.ment situation was 
furnished by our Office £-J v-56 by air id. alack appeared at 

Ifewark Office SdS-SS and advised he works for Percy Helie who sells 
certain chSiAicals produced at Atlcs Refinery, the production of which 
is su^ervi sed by Black, neither Black nor Helie are employed or 
paid by Atlas Refinery, Black exiiibited letter dated S-~10-.S6 from 
Robert liorris steting the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee had 
decided he should testify publicly, liorris stated he would talk to 
Black’s employer prior thereto and also stated FBI had told Committee 
that the FBI had stated Black’s public testimony would in no way affect 
his future usefulness , According to Black, liorris talked to Percy 
Helic w;:o did not object to Black’s testifying. Black advised he was * 
going to request Lorris to contact the president of Atlas Refinery Company 
to explain the matter to him as Black stated officials of the latter 
company were concerned although they had said nothing to hiPi, Block 
was giver, no advice in this ni~.ttar by the ilexoark Office, 
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DEFERRED . i 


^DIRECTOR FBI AND SAC PHILADELPHIA DEFERRED ' I 

FOR INFO OF BUREAU AND PHILADELPHIA 

THOMAS LESSINgQlACK VISITED NEWARK OFFICE ON FIVE TWENTY FlFTYslx TO 
ADVISE THAT ROBERT MORRIS , CHIEF COUNSEL FOR SENATE INTERNAL 
SECURITY SUBCOMMITTEE, HAS MADE ARRANGEMENTS FOR BLACK TO CONTACT 
A REPRESENTATIVE OF A NEW YORK CITY NEWSPAPER ON MAY TWENTYONE 
REGARDING PRELIMINARY ARRANGEMENTS FOR AN ARTICLE OR A SERIES OF 
ARTICLES ON HIS CAREER. BLACK STATED THAT IF DESIRABLE HE WOULD 
CLEAR ANY FORTHCOMING ARTICLES WITH THIS BUREAU. BLACK ALSO STATED 
THAT HE URGED HARRY GOLD SEVERAL TIMES TO GET OUT OF ESPIONAGE FOR THE 

I 

SAKE or HIS FAMILY. BLACK ASKED AGENTS TO CONFIRM THIS WITH GOLD AFTER 

GOLD-S ARREST. BLACK IS UNAWARE OF RESULTS TO CONFIRM ABOVE AND NOW • 

[desires same for ARTICLE. REVIEW OF INFO IN NEWARK FILES AND 

TELEPHONE CALL TO PHILADELPHIA OFFICE REFLECTS BUREAU HAS NO 

DESIRE TO CENSOR BLACK-S ARTICLES. BLACK WILL RECONTACT NEWARK OFFICE 

jjlN A. M. THIS DATE AND WILL BE ADVISED NO CLEARANCE NECESSARY 

|}aND THAT RESULTS OF INTERVIEWS WITH GOLD CANNOT BE MADE KNOWN TO 

END : ■ 

FOSTER f j 

ES DESTKOYED RECORDED * 5E 1 

7 N0V21 1960 Z C- ™ ^ iJ 

.“A t . . 


FOSTER 

COPIES DESTKOYED 
R47 NOV 21 1960 
ACK PLS 


OK FBI WA 0711 LO 

/Zt/d / 7 A: 

O':'. FBI PH n.S ' ■ 






O' \ 


'■ ^ f- t : J- 




Tickler - Mr. Oregg 


't 




(Orlg. & 2) 

rVree‘.-r, - J ) 


Har 7, l$5l : 


\ .>> 


if 


Euc^ooarc 1 

ee >0 (10'j»l’>106) (Si.-cloeurel) 

•to*»?»T^b ( 100»?3^^5’7 } e§i*?*^ 1) 

er-?-r-v ;or'‘ (10"»£O0C'») (rxc'^ivore 1) 

(1C0-!^AC'D^ (*:;?! ^nur# 1) 
r—' -nfir, *> ( 10 .’••’*"'3?) tln'^l>r ir4 \) 

c ■■•••.^» * lo ( ) (cfi?? 1) 

r .?t'T 5 lc> ) (Lt;t‘-lojBre 1) 

o t X jri'e (6.W,07y)(Tri .<T .s ^1. •.. ) (1. ic . n 

^e€^-Bufile 65-59161 (Thomas Lessing Black) 

E!-!Gt8Sp 

(?1) 


uri 1) 


CI.'ISLUW 'iv 








ToU^m 

Bo«fdflK.n . 

XicboU _ 

BclnoAt ^ 

KifU 

/V I 

ftoBCO 

.v/l'' - “ 

?Sr.‘:l5:«j Jlifi 5 


/I-T. 7.— 

f'Tj/’- ■'. v 



••; c ::.,.7 •:.' 


rrrrAiKZ!) 




•o|-?2 




HDliomh 
C«ftd} 


not recoroe o 
145 (iAY i <> 1356 


/ 


*»«i» plicate 
mays - 195S 
mailed 


til 0 



V 


O 





Ifame 
Al iaaes 


National ity 
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Reoioed April £7, .1956 
Waahingtonj D. C» (B) . 

BLACK, THOJ^AS LESSING t* 

l)r,^Thomas L,^BlacJky Tasso Lessing Black, 

Tom Black, Lessie^Black, Tom Wright, Tom 
Jones, Harold Lt^ Jones, Georg^'Williams, 

■ JoJi., ""X>op.lL 

American 

(photo available) 


Sez 

Race 

Age 

Born 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Eyes 

Hair 

Complexion 
Scars and marJIrs 

Pecul iar ities 


Hale 
White 
46 (1956) 

7-5-07, BlooTOsburg, pa, 

5'8i‘> 

200 lbs. 

Heavy 

Blue; wears glasses 
Light brown, wavy 
Light, ruddy 

Burn scars on entire left c,rm and shoulder, 
front of neck and left ear. 

High, square forehead; flat feet; 
incessant smoker; uAes long, black 
cigarette holder 


Harital Status Single 


Occupation 

Employment 


Chemist 




American Cyanamid Co., Linden, N,J, (1929-30) 

Holbrook Hanufactur ing Co,, Jersey City, N,J» (19i30-33) 
National Oil Products C 04 , Harrison, N,J, (1933-44) 
Consultant, Fine Organics, Inc,, New York City (1944-45) 
Consultant, Spruce Chemical Co,, Paterson, N,J, (1946)- 


Consultant, Chas, W, Berg Laboratories, Philadelphia, Fo,y*^4'- 
(1945-55) r 

Atlas Ref inery, Inc,, Newark, N,J, ^2955- 
SKO'?* t . ™/ T •'/ 


. Cat^oi y J_ ^ 

:i!ion I:: loJilHi? 


ss-rf/^f 

m,if‘AM%WR4 



.. Meiaber, CP, VSA under name of Harold L» Jones (1932-^3) ■■ 

' Ifember, Socialist Party (1937) 

Member, Socialist Workers Party under name of Tom Jones 
(193$-41) 

Residence 

865 East St,, Bloomsbury, Pa, (1907~29) 

577 Madison Ave,, Elisabeth, N,J, (1926^ ) 

112 Westfield Ave,, Elisabeth, N, J, 

116 Anna St, Elisabeth N,J, 

654 Bergen Aoe,, Jersey City, N,J, 

57 Sip Aue,, Jersey City, N,J, 

Mayflower Apts,, 65 Tonnell Ave, , Jersey City, N,J, 

( ^1933) 

55 Oxford St,, Newark, N,J, (1933^37) 

17 Oxford St,, Newark, N,J, (1937-49) 

Majestic Hotel, Philadelphia, pa, (part time) 

1749 N, Mascher St,, Philadelphia, Pa, (1945-46) 

43 W, Gravers Lane, Philadelphia, Pa, (1946) 

8124 Spruce St,, Philadelphia, Pa, (1947-46) 

1908 Dallas St,, Philadelphia, Pa, (1948-50) 

1929 N, 6th St,, Philadelphia, Pa, (1950-1954) 

530 West Berks St,, Philadelphia, Pa, (1954-1955) 

R,D» It Englishtown, N,J,, c/o Victor Decker, Jr, (2955-1956) 
703 High St,, Newark, N,J, (1956- ) • ^ -C 



Education 





. Pennsylvania State College (l925^29^not graduated)* 
Espionage Activity 

In 1934, Black contacted Gaik B* Ovakimian (Soviet 
espionage agent) at Amtorg Trading Corp», Eev> York City 
to obtain employment in USSR at which time he was recruited 
into Soviet intelligence, Altho claiming to have been an 
unwilling and uncooperative agent. Black has admitted 
furnishing unclassified industrial inf ormation (including 
data concerning penicillin and sorbitol)to Ovakimian and 
to subsequent Soviet superiors, Paul Petersen, "Carl," 
"George" (Semen 1/arkovich Semenov). Dr, Robert Swarts 
(Gregori L. Rabinovitch) , "John" (Nikolai N, Erchov) and 
"Jack" (Joseph Kats) during 1934^47, In 1935, he was 
instrumental in recruiting Harry Gold into Soviet 
intelligence , introducing him to his then Soviet superior , . 
Paul Petersen, 


According to Black, he Joined the Socialist Workers Party 
(Trotsky ite) at Petersen ‘s suggestion to serve in an 
intelligence capacity. Be also stated that in 1938 Gregori 
Rabinovitch urged him to go to Hexico to work his way into 
the home of Leon Trotsky (assassinated in 1940), which 
assignment he had refused. 

In 1943^44, Black served as courier between Joseph Eats 
and William JT, Stapler (deceased), delivering message 
and funds to latter, an employee of Hercules powder Co,, 
Wilmington, Delaware, who had allegedly sold technical 
information to the Soviets, 

Black has admitted having received funds, gifts and 
laboratory equipment from his various Soviet superiors. 
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Office Memorandum 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


IROM 


SUBJECT: 


Mr. Tolson 





DATE: 5-23-56 


L. B. 

THOMAS L.^'BLACK 
BBREAU FILE5 65-59181 



, I 

Li 


WiaitiTomd - 
Tele. Rooa . 

Bollottaa 

G«iidv_ 


A. Black has admitted engaging in industrial espionage on 

behalf of the Soviet in testimony before the Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee. He has been interviev/ed many times by Bureau Agents 
and has been most cooperative. Press reports stated he had been dismissed r. 
Friday, May 18, fromx the Atlas Refining Company in Newark where he worked 
as a chemist. 

For record purposes Tom Buchanan, Washington representative 
the Newark (N. J.) Star-Ledger (telephone MEtropolitan 8-0823) at 12:45 p. m. 
5-21-56 telephoned Wick and made reference to Black's dismissal. 


ir-.v 

OfB^ If 


Buchanan said he understood the Director had in the past made • . 
references in articles and speeches to the public service rendered by former 
communists who "stand up to be counted. " He asked whether we could supply him 
with these references or speeches^ i 

I 

ACTION TAKEN: .... ‘ 

i 

Bucliaiuin came to the Bureau at 1:0C n.m. 5-21-56 at which time . 
he was given copies of the Director's This Week Magazine article "Breaking the 
Communist Spell" (issue of 11-1-53) in which the Director states "Their (informants) 
means of livelihood must be protected. . . . the June 1, 1955, Law Enforcement 
Bulletin; the article by the Director "Moral Duty of a Citizen" (Virginia Law 
Weekly, 1-8-54) and tlie Director's lACP address at Philadelphia, 10-3-55. 


Buchanan said he understood now, however, Black did not lose his 
job after ali. He said, however, he intended to write a story incorporating some 
of the Dii ector’s remarks. 


cc - Mr. Boardman 
cc - Mr. Belmont 
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Office Memorandum 


TO t Mr. Tolson 




FROM : L. B. Kicho ipw 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE; May 28^ 1356 

" I • 

' C?T... 


. Wiehol. 


SUBJECT; THOMAS LESSING BLACK 

ESPIONAGE - R ' ^ dl T" 

Tanun 
. Nease 

ViBierrowd 

Bob Morris was very much upset last week over the ' . 

report that Black had been fired as a result of giving testimony. On my 

return from Phoenix, Morris told me on Thursday evening that he had 
discusscJ the matter .nth the officials of the Atlas Refinery, Inc. , and they had '> 
now agreed to give Black back his job if some Government agency could give a 
. clearance. Morris stated he was stymied as to know what to tell them. / 

/ 

I told him that I was too because I did not know that the Atlas 
Refinery had any cc.ntracts. Morris then inquired what our position would be 
if the Allas Refinery made inquiry of us. I told him that our position would be 
that we do not give clearance nor do we make charges. He then inquired whether • 

■ we would interpose any objection if we had the problem. I told him that we would 
ncL interpose any objection because there was no basis upon which an objection 
could be made. 

On the late afternoon of May 25, Thomas V. Jardine, attorney 
for the Atlas Refinery, Inc. , called me and advised that he had been in touch 
with Bob Morris of the Internal Security Subcommittee; that the Atlas Refinery, Inc. , 
was perfectly willing to take Black back; that they had made inquiry of the Army 
and the Army had stated tiiat since the Atlas Refinery did not have Army contracts 
and that tliere was no procedure whereby the Army could process Black. He stated 
the reason that they want to be cautious is the fact that they are hoping to have a - 
contract in the near future for the development of lubricants for jet motors, and 
that Black, being a chemist, wovdd be closely associated with the research. He 
then asked if we would interpose any objection to Black. 

I told Jardine that in this instance we would have no official right 
to interpose an objection; that we, of course, have known that Black has been 
/with the Atlas Refinery and the Atlas Refinery knows that we have made no . . 
lobjection, nor would we make an objecUpn. He then inquired whether we were 

LBN:hpf S~^ ' 

Eiclosuros ^ TVe 

cc - Mr. Boardman I ^ 

Mr. Belmont 

■ ‘ V» 1 “ « O ' V ■ * ' 

. ^ I. i ‘ ‘ f . ^ ^ - 


or/“r'nnFr*. 


Memorandum to Mr. Tolson 


still investigating Black and I told him that we were not; that there was no basis ^ 
for investigation of Black since lie had made his disclosures to us some years ago. 

Jardine then inquired if we would write a letter to the effect 
that we would have no objection to Black on the grounds of loyalty. I told him 
that we would not wTite such a letter as this would not be within our realm. He . 
stated he thoroughly understood this; that he did not want to belabor the point, . 
but off the record, he had to find some way to try to justify the Atlas Refinery 
taking Black back. I told him that it is my understanding that the Internal 
Security Subcommittee had expressed a very strong position on Black and the 
fact that he had made disclosures and it seemed that this would be all that he 
would need. He stated that he would like to write us a letter and I told him he 
was at liberty to do this if he desired. 

Such a letter was received on Saturday morning, May 26, wherein 
Jardine refers to his conversation with me. He points out that the FBI has no 
evidence of any acti/ity subsequent to Black’s making his disclosures to the 
Bureau and that the Bureau had interposed no objection to Black and would 
interpose no objection. This is certainly the .substance of the conversation 
although I made the qualified statement that even if we had the right to object, 
we woxild not object in the absence of additional evidence. 


An acluiowledgment has been pre^^ed for Jardine and is 


attached hereto. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Office tAeijmandum 


TO 


t L* V. Boardman 


XV^ 


noM s Bcakont 


OATE:^/^ay 2V» 


Tlcicxera : 


8UBJBCT: -xnOLf^S L. TiiJlCK. 

Testimony Berore senate Intornai 
Security SuDcoxomittee (tastiand 
Committee; way xY# iVi>6, V/asnineton, 
D» U»« Volume I4U (upeii Session; 


Boardman 
>elinont 
ivienoxs 
J USnOrt 
tiansen 




Viac^ftowcf 

^T«!c. Roon — I 
XHoUoman \ 






stenographic transcript of captioned tea, 
received from jiHStxano Cunattee. I'uotoatats made ana 
onginai returned to Committee, instiana Committee nearing 
neiQ ror purpose of inquiring into scope of soviet activitxes 
in tne U.s. 


Testimony of Black on 5“17-i>6 consisted of 
Fxack’s iTiving general infoiviiation aoout nia CP activities, 
Trotskyitj activities, ana Soviet espionage activities. 

I Bxack rurnlsheo no new inforiiation requiring action witc one 
exception: Blacky in testiiVing, said ne nuo discussed 
tne murder of Carxo Trerca witn Joseph ?i.atz. Tresca, for 
many ^’ears until nis assassination in January, XV43» was s 
prominent figure in tne iiew i’jri: Italian political picture 
ana by virtue of n_s activities at varying periods as an 
agitator, neo>anarcuist, and finally as a oitter, caustic 
antifascist a^io anticommunist leftist was considered ttie 
nu^iber one stoniQ' petrel on the Italian political scene In 
tne U.S* Tue bureau conaucted no active investigation con- 
cerr.lng Tresca* s muroer. Tnero was extensive publicity 
regaroing Tresca' s muroer m 1^43 wnerein it was claimed 



\ nlack, in numerous interviews oy Bureau In past, 

nas not inoicateo ne oiacussed Tresua's murder witn Katz, 
nis espionage superior. 

RECCMa!:M:)ATION : Tnero is ettacned a letter to wewark 

instructing taat Bieck oe interviewed 
regarding nis statement tnat ne olscussed Tresca and ois .. 
murder witn Josepn Katz. Newark is also being fumisned.a 


Pnotostat 
on Tresca 


cf Black's testimony ana a stutraary of , inforiaatlon 




o assist in this interview. 


^closure ^ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION •• 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Transmit the folff owing Teletype message to: 

FROM: SA^ NEWARK (65-4.074) 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) 

THOMAS LESSINC^IACK 
ESPIONAGE - R 

Re NewRr'ir Alr-Tel 5/3/56. 


' FD^SB 




I Mr. Kwcfi j 

5/2M5ft t^IZZ I 

■ ; . W.s‘.rr«--.vr.l . j 

T:’>. ) ’ 

I...,, :!■ :• -i.-n I 






According to newspaper accounts BLACK ai^eared 
before Senate Internal Security Subcosicnittee on 5/17/56 at" 
Washington and testified in public bearing concerning Ma 
espionage activities in 1944. Following this appearance 
press reports indicate that BLACK was barred from returning 
to his position in Newark as a result of action by ARTHUR F. 
SCHROEDER, JR., President of Atlas Refinery, Incorporated, 
142 Lockwood Street, Newark. BLACK Is reportedly employed 
by P. H. Belie Company, Worcester, Massachusetts, and had 
been working at the Atlas plant which is under contract to 
manufacture chemicals for Hello. 





After SCHROEDER *s confirmation to newspapers of 
his action to bar BLACK, ROBERT MORRIS, Counsel for the 
Senate Subcommittee, reportedly made statements to the 
■press protesting the action calling it an "outrage" and . ; . .. ^ 

"a great Soviet victory", MORRIS is also quoted as stating ’ 
that this action would seal the lips of many ex-Commonlata 
who might otherwise be willing to reveal information and 
that the Subcommittee would undoubtedly take action In an 
effort to protect BLACK. Later reports indicate that ./ 

SCHROEDER stated he would be willing for BLACK to rotum .. . J 

provided he was granted proper security clearance by the 
appropriate Govoroment agency. 


On 5/23/56, SCHROEDER and RATOOND P. SEAMAN, 
^Secretary and Treasurer of Atlas^ called at this office 
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Bureau 
^ - Newark 
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(65-59181 )(RM) ^^'‘-^^'^*Klf : ^ 
(65.-4074) 
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Special ^Agent in Charge 


Sent 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IKVESTI CATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



Transalt the following Teletype message to: 


Air-Tel to Bureau 

NK 65-4071a 


various branches of the military, each of vhom deolined to 
institute any action, and provide security clearance for 
BLACK on the basis that no eontra^ual relationship of any 
kin^^ now exists between Atlas and* any branch of the military. 
JARDINE also said that M0 RRI 3 told him that since the FBI 
had responsibility for in vestiga tion oF*"l hBu~s't! ^^"~e spi7n age " . 
he should a ttempt to obtain inf orraa^on^frgm^jihi s^of fi ee_aa. to 
BLACK *8 suitatij-ity for emplbyiaent.' 'The* 'Bureau^ s responsibilities 
in this regard, as"waXl as''witE‘ resji^ect to the matter of security 
clearance were thoroughly explained to JARDINE and the confidential 
nature of information in the Bureau's files was pointed out to 
him. JARDINE stated that MORRIS had. earlier indicated he 
would discuss this matter with Bureau officials in Washington In 
an effort to obtain information which might serve as a basis • - 
for a determination by SCHROEDER as to whether ho should allow 
BLACK to return. 

JARDINE said he had attempted to contact MORRIS by . . 
telephone on 5/23/56 but learned that he was somowhere in the 
midwest. JARDIlliS said he was writing to MORRIS informing 
him of the results of his efforts to obtain clearance for 
BLACK or to get information concerning him, and that in 
view of his unsuccessful efforts, he would continue to look 
to the Suboonmittee to provide such clearance or information. 

This is being furnished to the Bureau for Information 
. in the event of a possible contact by MORRIS. 

POSTER 
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Approved : ; 

' £pc:ial Atcii*. in Charge 


Sont__ _M 


Per. 
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Mr. Thomas V^ardine 
C?rey, Schenk and Jrtrdine 
Raymond Commerce Ballding 
Ne^rark 2, Ke\c Jcr :ty 


Dear Mr. Jardine: 



1 wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated May 25, ;• 
with reference to your telephone conversation with Mr. L. B. Nichols of 
my staff on the aftemc yx of Mr 25. In addition, Mr. Nichols has informed 
me of your rail. 


Ao it v.’os pointed o:.t to you, it is not with: a the purview ot 
the i LI to tna-ic exmluations, give clearances cr make charges, and since 
Mr. Black’s employD:eiit v/ith the Atlas Refinery, Incorporated, does not 
coE-i-. wlthiD the purview 0 / this Bureau’s autliority or jurisdiction, there 
i;. no way w'bereby this iici.cau could give clearance cr sanction to 
Mr. Black. Mr. - Black has not been the subject of an investigation - 
since he lias mode hie full disclosures some years ago, anJ be is not 
noW' the sut'xect cf an Investigation. 




JuK-'-.j 195C 


Sincerely yours. 




i' ■ 

Boardoao 
NirhoU ^ 
Belmott 

Ikrbo 

Mohr 

Fartdoa 

&eMa 

Tsaih L 

Sizao 

Viac«ro«d . 
TtU. Koom 
rniomm^ 
C-ady 


LBN:hpf;mcg Cover memo from Nichols to Tolsm^^a^d ^23-56 
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NCNirr r. scHCNii 

THOMAS V.«IAItOlNC 


CAREY, SCHCNK & JARDINE 

PtATMOND commerce building 

N C WAR K N. J. 


MITCNEL.L 

May 25, 1956 



riXMtHOTON Orrict 
. I MAIN DTRECT 
\MMt«NTO« ••• 



Mr. J. Edgar Koover, Director 
Department cf Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Constitution Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 


Attention: 
Dear Cir: 


Hr. L. B. Kichols 


Atlas Refinery. Inc. - Thomas L. El^c. 


This will confirm my telephone conversation this afternoon with Mr* L. B 
Kichols regarding the above matter. 


^ As counsel for Atlas Refinery, Inc., I advised Mr. Kichols of the presen' 
■problem confronting the Company. The Atlas Refinery refused to readmit 
to its plant Thomas L. Black, an employee on assignment .to Atlas’s chem- 
ical laboratory from the Percy T, Helie Company of V/orcester, Massachhse 
after Hr. Black had testified for the Senate Internal Security Subcom- 
mittee. 3y that testimony the Atlas Refinery, Inc. learned that Mf.Bla( 
had been engaged in espionage for the Soviets for about seventeen years 
up to 1950. 


The Senate Internal Security Subcommittee by its counsel, Mr. Robert Mor: 
' requested that the Company cooperate with the Subcommittee and readmit 
Hr. Black to the plant*. It was pointed out by Mr. Morris that Mr. Black 
•' had given valuable information voluntarily and that the Company’s action 
in denying hiir: access to the plant was in the nature of a penalty, even 
though indirect, and would adversely affect others in a position similar 
to Hr. Black's. 


The Company then advised the Subcommittee that it desired to cooperate - 
fully and that it would consider readmitting Mr. Black to the plant pro- 
viding some responsible Goverrjsent agency i.'ith knov;ledge of the facts 
gave assurance of Hr. Black’s present loyalty to the United States. Rt- 
auest for such assursnee was made of the Armed Forces who advised that 


since Hr. Black was not then involved in performance under any classifiec 
contracts, and since Atlas Refinery, Inc. itself was not at the moment 
engaged in the performance of such contracts, there was no procedure unde 
which Mr. Black might be cleared. They suggested that request might be 
made directly to the F.E.I. through the Senate Internal Security Subcom- 


mittee. I spoke with Mr. Morris, counsel for the Subcommittee, on Thur 
day. May 24th, and he requested that I contact Mr, L» B. Kichols cf you 
office. In conversation today, Friday, Hay 25, 1956, with Mr. Kichols, 


1 was advised as follows: 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


& : 

May 25, 1956 


. • 4 : 

1« The F.B.I. has come to observe Thomas L. Black for some time 
and it has no evidence of any activity subsequent to the time of Mr. 
Black's full disclosure to the F.B.I. in and about 1950 vhich would sug- 
gest that he is not now a loyal citizen of the United States} 

2. That the F.B.I. has interposed no objection to Mr. Black's 
activity at the Atlas Refinery, Inc. and would interpose no objection to 
his continued activity there. 

* 

I have endeavored to set forth my understanding of the import of Mr. 
Kichols' remarks to me on the 'phone. If I have misstated them or bmittc 
anything of importance, will you kindly advise me immediately. If I dc. 
not receive snch advice within a reasonable time, I will assume that my 
understanding as above stated is correct and will meet with the Company 
to act upon the information. 

May I express my thanks to your organization for its kind help in this 
matter. 


Very truly yours, , 

CAREY, SCKElsX & JARDIinL . . 

; . I / 

' i id ’ , . 

Thomas ^^^^^ardine - v- ,; : 

O' ■ ' • 
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NEWARK, N.J.— CHIMIST THOMAS L. BUCK, BANNED FROM THE ATLAS 
PXFiNERy HERE SINCE TESTIFTING HE ONCE WORKED FOR A SOVIET SP^ RING, 
AS CLEAKEu TODAY. 

ATLAS PRESIDENT ARTHUR F. SCHROEDER SAID BLACK, AS, WOULD 
RETURN TO WORK AT NOON FRIDAY. * - 

SCHROEDER SAID THE FIRM HAD DECIDED TO READMIT BLACK AFTER A 
STUOr OF HI.; testimony before THE SENATE INTERNAL SECURITY 
SUBCOriMITTLE AND iM^^XA^^iJ^ArTOR^cgNJiSENCEVI TH_/9I.j^ENI^ 
BUCK WAS SUSPrNDElTRAY 18 AFTtR TITTBLD THE SfNATE GROUP IIT^ . 
WASHINGTON THAT HE HAD BEEN A SOVIET SPY IN THE 19A0»S. THE CHEMIST, 
AN EMPLOYE OF THE P. H. HELIE CO., OF WORCESTER, MASS., HAD 
BEEN WORKING AT THE ATLAS PLANT UNDER A SPECIAL CONTRACT. / 

THE SUSPENSION BROUGHT SHARP PROTESTS FROM SUBCOMMITTEE / 

COUNSEL ROEFRI MORRIS AND BUCK’S EMPLOYER, PERCY HELIE. ' / 
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On 6 / 2 /“ 6 THOMAS BLACK eppeared at this office 
vith £ rcurh diaft of an article, the fl'^st of sir. vhich 
vll'_ crpeer cz scr.e later date in the York Mirror*" 

BLACK edvicc-c that FJGENH LYONS, now connected with "Readers 
Lipest", is writlnp articles but that as far as he knows, 

LYONS* name will not appear in the paper, BLACK said that 
in the first article LYONS has written some information con- 
cern ••ne* the Antorf: Tradinr; Corp. and other matters with whldi 
BLACK is not familiar, but r.enerelly the articles will reflect 
BLACK'S story as he told It to the FBI and furnished to the 
Senate Internal Ecc'jrity Sub-committee, 

BLACK was Spain informed that the Bureau does not 
desire to censure his articles nor approve them before they 
srpcer in the paper. It, was supmested to him that he be certain 
that the articles ere truthful to the best of his knowledge , 
end that any references to the Bttreau be factual. He edvised 
that any references to the Bureau will be very favorable and 
that he has no reason whatsoever to be critical to the Bureau 
•at any time. 


BLACK stated he would advise this office when the 
first article Is to appear in the "New York Mirror." Furnished 
for the Bureau's information, ’ 

- ‘FOSTER , • ' : i ’ 


3 Bureau (65-59l£l ) (REGISTERED MAIL) 
1 Newark (65-U071J.) 
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JUN ^ 1956 

teletype 


WA 1 FROM NEWARK A-A5P jl ,1 

I j . |! M’t. fioilQTnzin — I 

DIRECTOR, FBI II URGENT . 

THOMAS l[ BLACK. ESPIONAGE DASH R. BUFILE SIXTyFlVE_DASH'’JlVEJ&S£l 

y 

Q^E eight one. THOMAS BLACK ADVISED TODAY ■' r 


6-gi3« 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


!Mr. Tot&wi — n 

W-ihr (j 

PiErsoiDa ■ | 

t Hr. !:accn_^_ . 

It Mr. laisim I 

.'I TIr. Keane : 

1 Mr. Winteiwwd- ' 


A-A5P 

URGENT 




m RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL AT APPROX. FIVE P.M. YESTERDAY FROM 

A MAM WHO TOLD HER TO TELL HER SON TO KEEP AWAY FROM BLACK 

yC^ ' ■ 

BECAUSE HE IS 'SUOTE GOING TO GET HIS UMCrtJOTE BLACK ADVISED THAT 


’.S EMPLOYED AT ATLAS REFINERY, NEWARK, WHERE BLACK IS 




WDRKING 


NEWARK PD AND 


BLACK WAS ADVISED TO REPORT THIS MATTER TO THE 

REPORT IT TO THE BAYONNE PD, BOTH 


NEWARK AND BAYONNE PDS WERE FURNISHED FACTS BY NEWARK. BLACK 
FURTHER ADVISED HIS FIRST ARTICLE WOULD BE IN NY DAILY 
MIRROR SUNDAY, JUNE TEN, AND HE BELIEVES THE OTHER FIVE ARTICLES 
WILL APPEAR DAILY THEREAFTER... 

V- 

ACKPLS , ^ ..F.'C'l'w-:- F-:-' .. 3.2 H.V 
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iBoarti/Tian 

Belmont 

IHchols 

Wallace 
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THOUAS LBSSniG BLACB, WAS,, BSPICmOS UASII B, BEtBRSirCS COPY OF 
IBTTSB TO HR, t, B, NICHOLS AT BWSAU DATED JU1,E ELEVEN LAST, TEE 
ORIGINAL OF WHICH WAS ADDBESSt'D TO H, C, FOSTER BE THOi'AS Z, BLACE 


DASH ATLAS REri?/ERY, aND WRITTEN BY T}/OH\S V, JARDIl.'E, THIS' LETTER 
SHOULD BE ACHICr.rZ^GED, IF NOT ALREADY ANSWERED, JARDI24E, ATLAS 
aSFINERY ATTORNS 7, SHOm.D BE ADVISED THAT PROVIDING OF BODFU HARDS ,iND ■ 
PROTECTION TO IlWIVIDaHS RECEIVING THIEATS, AS REPORTED U: HIS LETTER, 


IS ONE FOR LOC/J. AUTROSITrES , WIN) SHOULD PS ADVISED OF ALL DETAILS AND 
SUBSE^VENT lEiTLCFEI^TS . JARDINS SHOUI.D ALSO BE TOLD TTLXT BUREAU ILiS 


NO JURISDICTION PH ISSVSHT OF Ci:: ISriTS, wmcu IS STRICTLY LOCAL . 
NATSEIi, Airs THAT PrJTiEAH NOT IN POSITION TO ADVISE AS TO mUT STEPS, 

IF ANY, ATI.AS REFINFP.Y SHOULD T/JX RE HSASURBS FOR IT, BIJ.CH DASH B 
SAFETY, THIS IS STPJCTLY LOCAL HITLER TO BE TAJXN UP BY Sill WITH LOCAL 
l^LICE AUTHORITIES, £77 SHOILD ALSO EE ADVISED AfiT IlfFO OR ADVICE EE 
DESIRES IRON SFNAT- JJTFNJ/AI. SEClfRITY SUBCCLTIT'fEE SHOULD BE OBTAINED 
B7 HPJ FROH THAT GPOUP DIRECTLY, COPY OF YOUR ACXNOnSDGE^mJT TO ■ 


AFORE D/.Sn UEIHriONl^D IFTTEPt SHOUI.D BE ROUTED TO ■Sf{S^:^xdNJCSSL3^.r 


' BUREAU FOR INFO, 
;OPIES DESTROYED 
R47 NOV 21 19C0 

65~$9l0l 

Boa-rdMH I 

Ikrbo 

U^J - ’ 


I 


Person . 
Rc«co « 

Sizoo . 


fcaauieuKAoop,^^ HOOVER 
ts.otP*Rr«o,rofjwiKE 

sfcnoN 


> 


.y\‘ , 0 ,( 0 V'ni'!> 

^ ^ .1 . I. W . k2* A 


t«oa 
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Covermemo Belmont to Boardman prepared hy HHJ: am 6-14-$6 re i. 
thfe outgoing mail. 


n<- 


*4 Hi’* V. f\ ** 




. r'‘ 


#iin« 11« 1956 


Xr. &• G« Foster, Chief Agent 
Federal Bureau of InTestlsetlon 
1160 Rajnond BouleTajrd 
Vevark, lev Jeraej 

J>ear Blr* — ‘-'■Trr‘"‘rv “"■> - let 


Thoaias L. Black 


- Atiae Eeflnen 


X aa writing to jou <m behalf of 'Atlas Aellnerj, Xne, , 142 Loekvoed 
Street, Xev^k* As jou may knov, a little over a «ei 1 < ago the Co^snj ' 
readmit ted Thoaas L. Black, fonaallj Sorlet eCl/'. tu iJa l^plant praaiaee 
bare in Bevark. Xr. Black's return to th e baa oeaysylthout incident 
oxcept for the suiter which cane to our jtf!£a^Uon last xe^end. Bars 
ore the facta as they are given to the>u4te^\ .. .. .. 


1, The Conpanj has been adrisi 

onknovn pa rnon cal led the hOE* of ar 
bT Atlas 


that on. 


wursday, Bane 7th, aoae'^ 
^atory assistant eirolcred 


j f roa 


8 advised o 


ur offlc 












o 

llcit.orj.TuiusTi from Belmont to Boardrtjun: 


By teletype 6~8~$6 Neuarh Office advised of the I 

threat to Black and stated Blac k ixis advised to notify the ' ‘ ' 

Newark JF dice Department and notify the 

Bayonne Bolice Department* Both .i^'ivur/: and :Sayonne Bolice 
Departments were furnished facts by the Newark Office* 

F.ECC:-7^£NDATICj':S : ! 

J. That hr* L* B* Nichols advise Bobert Zforris, • I 

counsel for Internal Security S ubcomm ittee, of the thr eat. i 

niade to Thotaas L* Black I 




2* Thit the attached teletype forwarded to 

i Newark advising that Office t'eat Jardine’s letter to SAC 
Foster be acknowledged, if not_^ 1 rca-dv. . a nsweze d , ar*d thaz 
.Jardine be advised bodyguards^, protect‘ion, issuance of gun 
Ipern.its, and safety precautions to bei exercised by ^tlas 
\FLefir.ery are local matters to be taken up with local police 
authorities and that any suggestions 6.r inforination desired 
by Jardine from the Senate Internal Security Subcoifimittee 
should be obtained by h im from thit group directly* 
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• Office Ale7?wraf2duw • united states government 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 






3 . .DIHlCTOR, FBI (65-59181) 6/llf/56 

•• V • ■ 

OM : /I SAC, NEV.AHK (65-11-074) J r i 

/ /r^ ^ ^ 

rajECT:'-' THOr'JiB L. '^'LACK, was. ^ /— 4 - 

ESPIONAGE - R ■ ^ 

00: NEWARK - • 

ReBulet 5/31/56. 

On June £, 1956, THOli^iS L. BLACK was interviewed 
regarding his testimony concerning a conversation he had with 
JOSEPH liArZ about the death of CAHLO TRESCA, 

BLACK stated t’-i’t he thought he had previously 
furnished that information to the Bureau, but it was possible 
that he did not. He said he could furnish little more 
concerning the matter than what appeared in hir testimony, ' 
ne said that sViortly after TRE3CA*s death he had a meeting 
with ’’JACK” (JOSL-PH ICATZ), at which time BL.ACK mentioned to 
JACK the. fact that the Trotskyltes were saying that TRESCA 
was murdered by th-; Corununists, and he felt that this gave 
the Conmunist movement a bad name. Thereupon, according to 
ELAC;', JACK said that T.RESCA was an ene.T.y of the working class, 
and he had been tried i.n Mcscov.' in absentia, and received a 
fair trial. JACK also made the statement that the death of 
THESCA was not murder, but an execution. . BLACK said that he 
and J.ACK discussed the case Just briefly, and the above is all 
he can remember concerning statements made. He recalls that 
he felt at the time that JACK knew what he was talking about 
and although JACK did not deny that the Comunists had 
liquidated TRuP.CA, he did not make a definite statement that 
they did. 


I 

I • 

-k 


BL/iCK advised further that EUGBIIE LYC^iS^ in discussing 0 
the matter with BLACK, indicated that he felfthnt KaTZ told 
BLACK the above regarding THESCA’s murder In order to frighten 
BLACK and prevent any defection on his part. BLACK said he did 7 
not agree with LYONS, as he felt that at the time this discussion' 
took place there was no particular reason foX* JACK to try to 
frighten BLACK, and as he stated before, he felt at that time 
that JACK knew what he was talking aboxit. BLACK could furnish, 
no further information regarding this matter and advised that he 
knew nothing else concerning the death of TRESCA, / /q 

: RfCORDEO- 72 , 

2-Bureau (65-59181) REGISTERED lUIL Xb r — 

^ i \ iJV I . i * ■ .. 


Y^' • ■ 

V -, 2-Bureau (65-59181) 
l-Ne.mrk (65-4074) 
PCZ:fe - . 

■ ( 3 ), V-/ 


ihl'uKli) 


•S' 
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NK 65-Jt07h 

LETTER TO DIRECTOR, FEI 
RE: THOi-IAS E. BL;.CK, was. 
ES?IOl«'AO£ - P. 


Regard in^ KewarV: Te3.ctype tc the Bureau 
^6, conoerninr. the telephone call made 
a friend cf ELACK, the Newark Office received a 
esrnin^ this matter from THOMAS V, JAHDINE, Attorney, 
Atlas Refinery. Incorporated, A copy of JARDI^-.E*s letter was 
cesi^natec for Assistant to the Director E» 3, KICHOLS, 

The Newark Office has answered Kr, JARDIIJE's letter, 
advising him that TI- ^OMA S p L.^ IC furnished this Office all 
details repardinf- the telspnone call, and advisinj; him that 
we are unable to suggest any action to-be taken by his client 
in ccnnscticn wl’-h this matter. 



• . i 

6/1U/56 



0-19 (11-22-55) 
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Tern 
In tiie TrcMv 





Mohr. 


Parsons 1 

Rosen 

Tafniri - 

Kease 

^ / I'interfowd _ 
^ Tele. Room 


Molloman 
Gandy 


The Reds pull srrir^s — and the murdercus web tightens around a &ick old /nan. the 
CommurAsts* arch-foe, Trotsky, in Mexico. Was a gullible American chemist slated to 
swing the fatal ax? How he Sf^ugghd out of the assignment is disclosed here by Thomas 
L. Black, 12-yea: member o: the Aoyje: spy net, in the fifth of a series of articles. 

By TII0M.\S I>. BLACK with EUGENU LYONS ’ 

. 1 was in Ihc Trotslcyist camp as a *’sloci)ei\’* to be yanked into action by my Soviet 
puppet-masters when they wished. The strings were not pulled for more than two yean . 
Meanwhile my original orders otood: to ingratiate myself with Trotsky’s most imi)Orta:k 

American friends. ^ — 

Except /or a sinkinc sense ot ; 

over fny double role, the as> { 
signmert was really to my taste, j 
I had in /act come clo<e to the i 
Trotsky viewpoT.! in m> thinl;* | 

Ini;. Nou\ mixtn^j \v::h hii> | 
disciples and re.'idin': their litem* 1 
^re, J ^.asily u;c:t'»lied myscif j 
With their niovcmcnl. [ 

When ii came to lambasting 
S.alin and his c:’ir•.'e^. In true ! 

Trot.^kyist s’yle. 1 could put my j 
hole heart inlu it. l^he continuing 
blood bavU ot the big purges, turn* 
ing the Soviet diean’. Info an ob- 
scene nig I’.t marc, made that easy 
and heart warming. , 

M\’ .MKfeTINaS With Paul tap 
ered oil. Evidenily \\’as seeing 
me Just olicn cn*-. to make 
sure the string- Wi‘ still firmly 
attached. Somewhere along the 
line, without a fond farewell, he 
vanished and I was never to see , 
him again. The agent who took , 

Ms pbt e was ’*Ceorge*‘— wnom 1 1 
now know to have been another i 
Amtoi g employe named Scmlon ! 

Scmlnov. < Harry Cold abto 
t worked under Scmlnov about the 
same time.) 

1 was able to report truth- 
fully — to Paul and then to hl\ 
anccessor— that f u^as making 
friends In the anti-Slaliii party. 

One obvious way to ingratiate 
myielf was by donating itcncr- 
ously to Trotskyist papers and 1 
cau.ses. My spy-chiefs considei^ed \ 
this a legitimate expense and : 
gladly gave me small sums, lo 
which I added more out of my 
own pockeL 1 took a certain 
Tronic ple asure in using •'Soviet 
gold** toTi elp fln ar.^x 

7 1> 
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Wash. Post and . 
Times Herald 

Wash. Nows 

Wash. Star 
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N. Y. Herold 

. Tribune j 

n. Y. Mirror ; 

N. Y. Daily News 

Daily Worker 

The Worker ' 
New Leader 
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Date 
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Eftici *Dr. Schwartr — 

EAKLV l\ 193U I suffered a 
serious accident in mv plant and 
Wa<s confine! in a hospital lor 20 
weeks. 1 still carr>' the scars on 
my arm. But the uj:hcr scars arc 
' on my consciente. Kor It was af 
the hospital, when 1 had been 
there about 10 ueeks. tliat Keo 
cspic.-ia^e reached out /or me 
agair*. 

One day a mysterious "Dr 

I Schwaitx" came lu inv 
room. f\om the w^y 1:1; read thr 
bed-chart and evamiV. * rr.v buriu . 
Jt was clear he was rca]I>’ a phy. 
sician. No word passed to ^ 
Cest that It was anything but "a 
medical call. Vet I know rt once , 
he was a Soviet agoru. come to * 
look me over. 

Some lime after roluru 
to work, 1 ivus cal!c‘d to tii* < 
next prearranired rcinlezvoiis. ) 
exjM^tied Sendnfiv. but lound 
in dead my ht>^pi(al viMior. Tk/* , 
new “conhic:*' rnlled himself 
Kaberl or fcomc .^urh name. 

Mori- than a decade later, when 
1 tvas cy>>;icrnt.r:g wii*. the I*BI. . 
I identilied llolxu t Irotn photo- ' 
;Traphs. I then learned he was ‘ 
redly Dr, Creror Rabinovich.! 
wdih a frtnrg of punitive murders * 
In Europe lo his credit. He was ' 
In the U. S. ostensibiv ns a repre- ^ 
seiUative of the Soviet Red Cross. I 

IV 111$ mx EXT* BOOK. "So I 
Viet Esp.onape.** Dr. Davir- 
lin write^ that this Russian doc- 1 
lor ^*had been sent to the U. S. at j 
the height of the purge v/iih tlie 
oasignment of investigating Trot- 
Bkyltes and organizing the assas- 
gnation of Leon Treuky/' Louis 
^^5*' testimony after 
oieaKuig with ihc party . - m s ir t f g li 


V i r ivirh into the Mexican 
murder plans. 

To me, Robert was just and her 
of the laceless, nameless men 
whose orders I must obey — or 
else! After a few exploratoo* 
ineeling.s. he got down to brass' 
tacks. This was to be the payoff 
on my long cultivation of fnend- 
sliips in Uie Trotskyist movement., 
“Toni.** lie annoiinced, 
time has come for action. 
Votrre In quit your Job Itn- 
media tidy ai-d pint ceil b» C.iyo- 
acuTi near C-lly. Tour 

lYntskyUt frieiitls shiuilJ he ' 
able lo help you enter Trotsky*** 
hoitveholil. We have pi^nple 
there already who will help if 
necessary.** 

A chill went down my spine. 
So that wa.<« what I was N*ing le- 1 
serv'ed for — to join the Com*^ 
munist vnhiires hovering around I 
the exiled leader In Coyoocan! | 
"Why must I go there?" Ij 
ver.turci!, “ir.-- no^ easi on such i 
short notice." * ! 

Thaks no ronrern of yours.! 
VouT] get contacted and told what ; 
j*ou need lo know wlien the lime 
comes. Use your Trotskyist con* - 
nerrions to gain admittance. : 
We*ll do the rest/* | 

I PliOTESTEIi that I . must j 
think it over. “Ml do the tiknk- i 
ing/* Robert snarled. *l'his was an j 
order. ai>d tite penalty lor dis-, 
obetiience wi/uld be drastic. | 
\Vc agreed to meet within aj 
week, when 7 would presumably i 
ha\'c coinplcscj preparatlotts. 1 
ra-jkc^ my lu ain^ lor fl plau.-rbic 
alibi for not going. Fortunately 
1 found one ready-made. I was 
wailing to be called before the 
Workmen's Compensation Bojrd 
in conneciion witti suhstaiitir.l 
claims on ir.y accident. My sud- 
den resignation from a goad job. 
coupled with failure to show up 
before the board. I argued, would 
be reckless conduct. It was sure 
to arouse suspicion, especially 
among fcUowAvorkers who might 
alieady suspect my politics. 

Robert was angry and tin> 
TDppynic nmttered tliat It was 


a blow lo hU 

was form! to adtuH Ihe logic 
of my argument. That wat the 
end of IbU episode* and my 
U>t meeting wItU tlie killer* ' 
do<inr. 

For nearly two years there- 
after the 5V>viei espionage bravos 
chose to let me alone. Cnee more 
I was con vi need* tbev had given 
n.c up a*; useless. I now worked 
Ir. (he Trolskvirt ranks wiili a 
clearer conscience. 

In August. 1940. I read the 
sensa i »nn:j| news i h:i r Tiotsky 
had l>eer; kkloi) in his Cocoa van 
St rough 0 1 r] hy a man who posM 
as a disciple and friend. I realized 
with a shudder that, but for (he 
grar»‘ of I miglti have been 
implic.T tod in tnc kilting. 

JT WAS NO COIXnnEXCE 
that the strings were pulled again 
soon after the crime of Cocoayan. 
With (he example of Trotsky’s 
murder vivid In my Imagination. 

I had no doubt*- about my own 
danger. The network was mak- 
ing certain I was still safely on 
leash. • 

The **coniacr* wn? now a fare- 
le.^ Jaci:. Ax v.e walked Iit mid- 
town Manhaltan. I reassured 
him about my "Im-ally." 

To make sure, lie rontlnued 
fo siininion tne at falrlv fre- 
nii*»nl inlervalv until early In 
191^1, thoueb Komrliniea a ftul>- 
atitufe, "ilohn," kept Ids ap* 
]K>tn(nients. 4ack. I lielieve, 
a Crei-hoslovak, aud John prol>- 
ably Doth ^poke with 

distir.rtive aceeitfs. 

Savici Ru.ssia by them be- 
come our aiy in the big war. 2 
must suppose my "contacts'* 
wore minor figures to be assigned’ 
to holdiiig a petty agent like Tom 
niacl: in lino. There were more 
imp- M rant Jobs — Soviet spies 
were enjoying a field day under 
, cover of war tasks. 

Ristllusionnven. terror of sad* 
den death, anti Ills efforts to 
get rfee of Ihe spy ret work are 
described by Black in the ^stb 
atid finul arlh'Ie of lids aerle^ ~ 
la Friday s MUtROTh 



Frnm ^ ^ «y»»ef'Oui Of, Schwarti (ume to my kospiUt room. 
From •'«y Ho rood the bod-choH and exomined my burn*, i) wo* 
cloo. thof ho wo* roolly o phy*ieion. .,yei. I knew of once fhaf he 
» ^ Soviet egent, come to took me over/' ^ 

~ i,y pon 
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ilnixrd §tatcs Srparfmcni cf Suettre 

JFe&cral bureau of InaMtigattun 

1836 RayBond-Corasior CO Building 
Kevork 2. Kov Jersey 



• -r^'- -M V 




-I . 

June 15f 1056 v 


Hi’. TboDac V^^^dine 
Corey, Schen!: an'd Jordine 
Baysond-Cunnidrco Building 
Kevrjrl: 2, lA^ds Jersey 

roar 6lr; 


lour letter of Juu^ 11, 1636, .lies been received. 


Pie'^^o be advised that appeared at 

our office on June 8, 1956, and i'urnl^eu £n detail all 
the infoniULt.^ on set forth in yew letter, , . ^ 

Th 3 providing of bodyguards or other protection 
for individuals reco:^viug threats , such as in this easo, > 

Is a suitter for local police autborities, vho should be 
infomed ci: all details and any subsequent developments. « . 

I am not in a pooition to advise as to shat steps, 
if ai.-y, your client should taka in eonnectlon vlth Sir. Black's 
rafoty, as this, too, is a eattor for your client and local 
police authorities. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation bos no ' 
Jurlodlettcn in connoctloa Tvitu the issuaiico oil gun pemlts, - 
vhich is also with In the provinco of local a'atbcrities. ' 

Any infoneuLtioD or advice you vay desire frea the 
Sonate Internal Security Subcosntttee should bo obtained by 
yo’.. directly froci that Cocmiltteo. . ^ 

- not RECO-IDED ’V/jX 

_____ n. G, Foster ‘w:- ■ — ^ 

; •!*-*•* . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


^ofrriHG OFFics 

, Nnvr YC?aC 


LE OF CASE ^ 

/ 

THO^iAS L. BLAC 



MVCSTtaATlVC l>MlOO 

6/19,22/55 


RCPORT MADE BY 


P.CPEE? v;. CCHCLAN 


CHARAQER OF CASE 
ESPIONAGE - R 



. -psrri' 

Lyi’ 0 £'' 0 pc oo., auv^icd tiiGro i.'ii-w ti;o projects 
of a classified nature at SperiT Gyroscope 
durlnG the v;ar, v.’hich involved tracinc 
aircraft. Description of both set forth. 

- RUC - 

DETAILS 19, 1955, 

Sperrjr Gyroscepe Co;ripany, lcJio 
N ev: York, advised £A LEO K. FRUTICIl.’ 
that there v:ere tvio projects of a classified 
nature at Sperry Gyroscope Company durins the 
v:ai'> v:hlch involved tracing aircraft, o-'^e / 

telno for the United States Navy; the other j 
for the Air Force. Ke described each a.3 /. 

follov's: . £ 


(PIES DESTROYED 
47 NCv'21 1950yAlW/ 



■TO 


3FtCS MADC; 




5»Bureaif <65-59l8l) (RlO 
3-Key.'ark (65-407^) (R!J) 
1- Philadelphia (65“^>3S2) 
(Info.) (Pi:) 
|-Nev; York (65-1533o) 


A 5-1,55 /?/ -I *it¥: 


R0^LJ^T\’ CT FBI.— ThU rtport u Ic'cnid to ycHj by the FBI, end heither h nor iu centenU t.> he «fif irlbul-d c > *ht to which loarei. 











NY 65-15333 


1. Navy Contract 

Hark sight 

It was mounted on a Navy vessel for anti-aircraft 
work. Its mechanism was based on two gj'-ros attached to 
mirrors, v;hich enabled the gunner to obtain the lead angle 
on enemy aircraft. This device vias first placed on the 
anti-aircraft gun Itself, but the smoke from the gun Interfered 
with the tracing. Therefore, they took -the Mark 14 and 
fitted it into the Mark 51 fire control system as a 
component of it. This Mark 51 and Mark 14 was located about 
30 feet from the gun on board the ship. 

Later the Mark 14 became knovoi as the Mark 63 . 

Right up to the end of the v:ar modifications of the Mark 14 
were still being carried on. It is now declassified. 

2. Air Force Contract 

K j 4 Gun sight 

This is a modification of the British Mark 2, 

It operates on a single gyro mounted on an airplane. It 
would pick up enemy aircraft in a mirror and the sights 
could be adjusted according to the kncwTi wing span of the 
enemy plane. It was worked on to the end of the war, and 
is now declassified. 


- R U C 








LEADS 


PKILADELKIIA 


At Phil ade lphia, Pa. 


Or.D eery of this report is beinc furnished to 
the Philadelphia Office inasnrach as MORRIS FRIEDJIAII, who . 
formerly worked at Sperry Gyroscope and had discussed his 
work there with ELACICj presently resides in the Philadelphia 
Division. 

REPSRI2CC2 Philadelphia letter td Eureauj 3/31/56. 

Euler to IIY^ 6/*l^5o. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


LPOffTTlNG OrnCE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

NEV/ Y07J; 

nevjar:-: 

n.E OF CASE 


THOMAS L. ELACi; 

v/as 



INVESTIGATIVE FCNIOO 

6/19,22/56 


REPORT MADE BY 

ROBERT W. C cue LAN 


CHARAaER OF CASE 
ESPIONAGE - R 



DETAILS 


Gyros- opo GO., o.uvj.sca Siiorc; v.oi-o t'.;o projects 
of a classified nature at Sperry Gyroscope 
during the v.’ar, vihich involved tracinc 
aircraft. Description of both set forth. 

- HUC - 

r-.. .T--- 19, 1556.1 

:perry Cyroccopo Co.;iptaiy, Laho 
Success, Mev: Yorh, advised SA LEO K. FRUTKIN 
that there v:ere t\’o projects of a classified 
nature at Sperry' Gyroscope Company during the 
vjar, v-hich involved tracing aircraft, o-’^c 
being for the United States Navy; the other 
for tliO Air Force. He described each as 
f ollov.'s : 




P3I report is t^ared to yov byttie FBI, and naUhar it merits cootenu :)rc to ba dUtributad outsideiSaasoAcy to which loaned. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


TOMTiNC orrice 

PHI LADELPHIA 
rLE OF CASE 


OFFICe OF OftiCIN 


NEWARK 


TH0Mi»S LESSH^G BI-V.CK, waa. 


DATE IMVesriGATIVC PCAIOO 

JU! F irqr pA8,2l! 7/2/56 


REPORT MADE BY 


typed »Y 


ck;*rles silverthorn 

charaoeITof case~ 


ESPIOla-iGE - R 


MORRIS FP.IEDI'iAK, K 
on subject after ho recently 
subject testified before "Cong: 
espionage activity on behalf 
.fellov.’ student at Ponn State 
Toward ond of Uorld War H, 
Engineer by Sperry Gyroscope 
FBIED'-UK aware that company 
involving aiming device used 
planes although FRIEDi-L»,K did 
■,7hilo visiting subject in Nc 
the aforementioned computing 
knetv about project. Stated 
him for espionage purposes. 


WF.’.'cy 


eading. Pa., volunteered Infonaatlon 
saw newspaper article indicating 
ressional Committee" regarding 
of Russians. Knew subject as 
College during period 1926 to 1930» 
FnlEDMftN vas employed as Process 
Company, Lake Success, K.Y* 
was doing classified work for Navy 
in computing range and speed of 
not actually work on project, 
wark, subject asked questions about 
device. PhlECIiAl.’ surprised subject 
subject never attempted to I’ecruit 


R:C. RfCT 
£'• ••: 'Cr..-. 
Hv.'. 


- RUC “ 


kGTserr 
foic. rv-::;*!). 


/ vRV‘. • 
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PH 65-4332 


DSIAIIiS; The- "Phi lade Ipb la Evening Bullotln" dated May 17* 1956, 
page 2, column 4» carried an article datelinsd 
Washington, Kay 1?, 1956, in which it was stated that the 
Senate Internal Subcommittee hoard Chemist TH01;lftS-^BLaCK of 
Newark, K.J., testify that he gave industrial secrotsto ‘Soviet 
**gcnts from 1933 to 1940* 

At Heading, Pa, 

MChhIS PKIEDs-a,N, l8l6 North l6th Street, Reading, 

Pa., on May 16, 1956, voluntarily contacted SA MkKLON J. PRICE 
stating that he wished to furnish information on the subject* 
PRIEDI’LiN mentioned he sew an article in the local press 
indicating that the subject had testified before aome**Congrcssionf>l 
Committee "regarding his espionage activities on behalf of the 
Russians . 


FRIEDK.*N stated he first knew subject as a follow * * 

student at Pennsylvania State College from approximately 1926 
to 1930* PRIEK4.iN was graduated in 1930 and subject was unable 
to graduate because of lack of money. 

FRIEDi'LiK recalled that subject bad a roommate with 
whom he was very close. This roommate was named PEFi(DINi.,ND ' ' 

HEXLSH. PHIEDKzlN stated that ho lest saw HELLER around 19.3.1# 

'at which time HELJilR resided c.t 199 West Chew Street, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. FRIEIX-i'.K recalled that subjec- was called “T.iSSO"" ’ ‘ 

when they attended college, but he had no idea where the , " ' 

nickname originated. FRIEStt'LiK cannot recall that subject or 

HELLER were interustod in Communism, but be did recall that they - 
passed out tracts put out by the American i. 3 sociatlon for the 
Advancement of Athoisra. 

..round 1930 or 1931# FRIEDiin.N was experiencing 
difficulty in obtaining employment as a teacher. PRlEDMfiN wcint 
on a hitchhiking trip with KELLER to see the former's uncle . . 

in Massachusetts. On the way, they stopped to see subject, 
was living in Newark, N.J. He recalled that the subject lived j. 
in an apartment house development, possibly owned by the vi.lt 
Metropolitan Llfo Insurance Compiii^y. There was a fourth 
Individual present, but FrIEKL.N could not remember who ho wasi,. 
Subject spent most of his timo with KELIEH and FRIEDi-UN, but he 
could not remember anything of significance that was discussed. 
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Tovfard the end of World War, II, FRIEIHiiN was employed 
as a Process laiglrccr by the Sperry Gyroscope Company at 
Lake Success, New York. He was working on the .development 
of the gyroscope which was classlfiod work. PRISDMaN was also 
aware that this firm was doing some’ other clLissified wojSc 
for the Navy, which was some sort of aiming device to be used 
by planes. PRIZDIUK knew that tho Instrument involved the 
use of mirrors and that it was used in computing the range and 
speed of a plane. FhISDM.-t.N stated this was all he knew about ' 
the project since he never actually workod on the project 
and he never had access to the classified Information regarding 
tho project. 


about this timo, PKISDMitN recalled visiting the 
subject in Newark, N.J., about threo or four tines. On one 
of the visits, subject asked him a gv:mcral question, such us 
what he was doing at the Sperry Gyroscope Company. PKIEDMuK 
advised that ho never told the subject what type of work he 
was doing because of its confiaontial nature. In addition 
to the above general question, subject also asked some general 
questions about the computing device previously described. 

PRIEIXI.N pointed tbls out to indicate that the subject was aware 
of this project Involving classified work. FRIIiJ>'.»N cannot 
recall exactly what the subject's questions were other than ... 
the fact that they were general in nature. FRIEIi'IaN stated 
he could not have talked about the project if he- wanted to 
because he had no specific information ocher than that mentioned 
above. FRIIi;DM. 4 K advised nt this point that subject never 
attempted to recruit him for espionage purposes. PRIEM-IAK stated 
be was surprised that subject knevj about the !<avy project at Sperry. 

FRIFDili-N also advisod that subject hud invented some 
typo of medical cream which could bo used as a base for 
medicine and which would not cause a scab or wound to adhere 
to a bandage. Subject sold his rights to this cream to some 
firm In New York City for 63*000. 


On May 21, 1956, FRIiiat.N advisod S.-. M.JJL0N J. PKICB ..v. 
that the firm in question was tho Pine Organics Company, 

211 East 19th Street. Now York City. 

, , - ' ■ ■ 

FRIEDIl:iN concluded by stating that in thinking beck u:'. 
over his contacts with the subject, ho recalled that subject 
was always apprehencivo . hhen be would enter subject's 
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apartment, subject always looked down the ball in back of him 
as If he were looking to see if anyone else was there. 

PRIEK'iAN also recalled that he and the subject very often talked 
over old times on a park bench end that when they returned to 
subject's apartment, subject always inspected every room, 
in an effort to determine if anyone had been in the apartment. 
The only remarV: that FRIEDi'iAN recalled subject made about the 
Bussiens was when the subject asked PBIELt^AN what he planned 
to do after the- war. When FT^IEIX-iAr; replied that he did not 
know, subject told him that he could get a good job in Russia. 


frisdi-lak 

Company of Reading 


is presently employed 

« * « * * -{j 


by the J.C. 


Ehrlich 


Subject was questioned during July 1950 by 
Sxla ROBEKl U. KCUli-S and WILLIAM E. V/SLIE, JR., concerning - ' • 

MORRIS Fr.IEDi'JiK. BIAC:: related this individual lived at 53? 

North 11th Street, Reading, Pa., and was his roommate at ' - 

Pennsylvania State College for two semesters. On one occasion, 
after BLACK starting working for Berg Laboratories In Philadel- 
phia, he saw FRIEDMAN socially in Philadelphia. BLACK did 
not mention any other information concerning FRIEDi^AN. 


- RUC - 
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AdiTiinlstrc-tlve Details 


Tbo purpose of this phase of invcstigatlori Is to 
determine why BLACK was asking MORRIS PRIEDMAIJ about confidential 
Navy work at Sperry Gyroscope Company toward the end of • 

V;orld War II. Since BLACK has always raaintainod he engaged 
only in industrial espionage, it is believed that he should be 
asked whether his interest in the Sperry Gyroscope Coropany 
was out of curiosity or was actually for the benefit of the 
Russians. 


Leeds 


NE\v 


YORK! 


AT L»KS SUCCESS. K.Y. 

1. Will attempt to identify the Navy plussified 
project involving tho aiirilng device to be used by pianos in 
computing range and speed as mentioned by PRISDi'iAli, 

It should be notod that RRIiSLi'i/v N states that work 
was being done on this project at Sperry Gyroscope Company, . 
Lake Success, toward the end of world War II. 

2. If ioentifiee, will forward detailed information 
concerning the Navy project to Newark for use in the relntorview 
of BlACiv. 


NEWARK: 


• 1 . U** J . 


' VJhf.n Now York has obtained detailed information 

concerning the af orementionod Navy clasalflod project, wlll-.-.h-r 
relntorview BLACK regarding his association with FFiIEKiaN. 

It should bo determined from BLt.CK how ho knew 
tibout the confidential Levy project at Sperry Gjroscopo Company’ 
and why ho was qucstlci.lng PKIEDr-UN about tho project. 


ADi uINISlEaTIVE PAG E 

- 5 - . 
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L-^Pds (continued) 


NEt/ARK (c ent Inuod ) 


Ke should also be questioned as to whether his 
interest in the Kavy project at Sperry Gyroscope Company was 
for the benefit of the Russians. 


Kef erencos 


Phlladolphi I'-tter to Bureau 5/3l/5^>« 
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FEDERAL BUREAU 


INVESTIGATION 


EPORTINS OFFtCC 

FKIL^iDELPHIA 


iTLE OF CASE 


OPPICE OP ORIGIN 

KEV/aRK 


THOKuVS LESSDJG BLi^CK, was. 


DATE l^fVEETIC^TJVE PERIOD 

JUL B '’.9^&p/l8,2l; 7/2/56 


REPOFTT MADE BY 


CK/.RLES SILVERTHCRN 


CHARAaER OF CASE • 



ESPIOii^iGE - R 


MORRIS FRIEDi-lAK, Reading, Pa., volunteered information 
on subject after he recently saw newspaper article indicating 
subject testified before •'Congressional Committee" regarding 
espionage activity on behalf of Rassians. Knew subject as 
fellow student at Penn State Collogo during period 1926 to 1930. 
Toward end of Viorid War H, FRIEDMr.N was employed as Process- 
Engineer by Sperry Gyroscope Company, Lake Success, K.Y. 

FRIEDMAN aware that company was doing classified work for Navy 
involving olming device used in computing range and speed of 
pianos although FRIEDi'L.N did not actually work on project. 

V/hilo visiting subject in Newark, subject asked questions about 
the aforementioned computing device. PKIEDriAir- surprised subject 
knew about project. Stated subject nevor attempted to recruit 
him for espionage purposes. 

- RUC “ 


S^CIAU AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


OFJC 5 MADE: 


Bureau (63-5':^i6l) (Hhi) 
Newark (65-i|.07ij ) (Ri-i) 

N cw York ( 65- 13 33 6 ) ( HiM ) 
Philadelphia (65-4332 ) 
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oo NOT wnnx in spaces eexjow 
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hift fF^rhr! Ia yoi» l-y FRI and 


' Vkf» r.U Arn to I'P disltil *.*. 
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ftIPOfrr MAOS AT 

1 

NEWARK 

.V 


DAIT WHEN 


fCAlOD rOR WHICH MAOl 


mtfOfn MACCBY 



FREDERICK 

C. 2IKCK 

mae 

CHAAACTEII or CASS 



ESPIONAGE 

APE-'"” 

“ -^-CIES 


/‘■P ‘ ’ 




tuxm THOMAS LESSIKG BLACK, was. ^ / cM4«Aciii?orcA« 

>- AGZii-V ■' ^ .'■-*< j- ESPIONAGE 

RIC:. l.;v - /•? • /\ A?rr'" ' • 

per » - : - ? ^ O ‘ * 

r\ 

SYNOPSIS or FA^. ‘ 

THOIIAS B^-Ck, upon Interview, denies ever having any information ^ • 
abevf a' classified pre 'set at Sperry GjTrscope Company during 
World war II; stated that if he asked MOHRIS FRIEDMAN any • 
questions regarding this project, FRIEDMAN must have mentioned 
it. He advised he vas never asked by Soviet superiors to 
obtain any information regarding such a project at Sperry 
Gyroscope. 

C-"; ^ . M-jiMi • 

“ C - ■' V - ^ 

c;.t: r:.r ;. . V - o2 

•' KCiV; fCr .V. _ . y 

DETAILS: 6^ . 

MORRIS-^RIEDMAN, l8l8 North l6th Street, Reading, * ' 

Pa., on Kay l6, 1S56, advised SA MAHLON J.- PRICE that he had been 
a fellow student of subject's at Pennsylvania State College 
fr:.m 1926 to 1930 and had seen him on occasion since that 
time. FRISDMAl^ advised that toward the end of World War II, “ - 
when he was employed at Sperry Gyroscope, Lake Success, New 
York, ho visited subject in Newark, N. J. on three or four \y/ 
.‘occasions. He recalled that subject had asked him about a i 

classified Navy project at Sperry Gyroscope which Involved 
some sort of aiming or computing device for use on alx^planes. 

He also stated that he remembered that subject told him that 
after the War he, FRIEDMAN, could get a good Job In Russia. 
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r APACIAL AaCNT 

\ MCmajvck 


DO NOT WAn C IN TMCSr SPAOEA 


Sr' s ?/ 1/- 


— J. . 


oeria o€th<« ttaroirr 




(5^- Bureau (65-59181) ReglB;te^ed.JMeJlj^ ; 9 ^p . \ 

1 - Phlladelohla (65-4332) (tEnfo)Registered Kail .•\ 
3 - Newark ('65-4074) . 

^ ^ 
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fftOfCtTY OF fSKTHtS REPOST IS lOAAEO TO YOU BY THE FBI, AID MCtTHClt IT BOB ITS CONTEtTS ABf TO BE DlBTBlbUTfD OUTSIDE THE AG*- / 
TA WK!C“ LOABED. * ^ 

I. vrniw.. ■. k. r«.fct«fc 4 14 -ASOM « 
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Agent, was 

association with MORRIS FRIEDMAN of Reading, Pa. At that . • .I. ’ 

time, BLACK furnished the following Information: 

He orjil/ially knew PRIEDMAK while they were students . :, 
at Pennsylvanla^vollege in the late twenties after which- time .. 
he h^d Bome contact with PRIEDKAN. Sometime In 1944 or 1945* . ' 
when FRri:-ia*lAN wes working at Sperry Gyroscope, New York, • -t- 
FRIEr>::A^; visited .hi a:." in Newark, K, J. cn a few occasions. ‘ - 
BLyCN cannot recall any of their conversations during these 
visits. 
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■{Or.AS L. BLAC^, admitted former Soviet Espionage . 4 ■ • 
Interviewed 6n July 11, 1956 concerning his 


BLACr definitely did not have knowledge concerning . , 

any classified w'ork being conducted at the Sperry Gyroscope ; 
Company. Work of the type that would be handled by that company ' 
was foreign to BLACK and he would have had no Interest therein, • 
BLACK ic certain that If any classified project, such as a - . 
computing device, was discusseii by FRIEDMAl^ and him, FRIEDMAN 
must have mentioned it first and then possibly BLACK asked 
a question or two concerning It. He cannot recall, however, 
ever having knowledge of any such project and Is certain that 
he did not ask about It unless It was first mentioned or 
discussed by FRIEDI/LAN. He feels that FRIEDMAN must be, ;conf used.. 
about this matter and is incorrect in his statements. ; 

BLACK Is also certain that he did not tell FRIEDMAN.' iC: 
at ths'. tine (19^-!4-l945) that he could get a good Job in Russia 
because he then felt so strongly against the Russlauas he would 
not have told anyone that he could get a good Job in Russia 
even In a Joking manner. He thinks, however, that he might 
have made such a stareraent to FRIEDMAN in the early thirties . . 
when he himself was interested in going to Russia to work. 

BLACK was never asked by his Soviet contacts to 
attempt to obtain any information concerning any classified 
project belr.g conducted by any branch of the United States 
Government or Armed Services. The Sperry Gyroscope Company, 

•or any of Its work was never mentioned to BLACK by any of 
his Soviet superiors. The only time he was ever asked to 
so.ucthing which might have resulted In other than industrial 
espionage was when he was asked to get a Job at the Kellex;;3it/>- 
• Corporation in New York, which company, according to hie : 

Soviet contact, was working on vital material. He did 
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BLACK, although he was still contacted by Soviet 
Agents, was veri' nuch against the Russians during World War li 
and never attempted .to get information of any kind for them •: 
during 19^4 and 1945. ' 


BLACK advised that he could furnish no further ' j 

Informaticn cor.c^irning FRIEDMAN'S statemei.ts regarding 
their conversations in 1944 or 1945* . * 







since all investigation In this case has been . = 
completed and the return of BLACK’S property to him has been ' : 5 . ‘ 

taken care of, this case is being closed. rv:;- . 


The Newark Office will remain In contact with “ 
:BLACK and will handle any request from other offices to 
interview him oi- exhibit photographs to him, - 


LEAD: 



A cupj’ of this report Is being furnished to the ' 
Philadelphia Office for information since MORRIS FRIEDMAIJ 
resides in that division, : i'/- 


REFEPiTNCES 

• Report of SA CHARLES SIL\TRTHORN, dated 7/6/56 
at Philadelohla. 

Report of SA ROBERT W. COHOLAN, dated 7/2/56 

at New York. . ; ^ 

Bureau letter to New York, dated 6/12/56/ . 
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KEKAPJC 

7-I3-y6 

7/11,15/^5 

PREDERICK C, 2INCK 

nae 


rmx ^iKC?4AS l^SIi^C BLACK, was 



CKAflACTVIt or CASS 

ESPIOL’ACS - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTE: 


BIACi:, 1:70?: ini ervl:>vr, denies evei having any Irvfortaetior 
ab .ut c cla“slflcc project at Speri’y Gyroccepe Coap&ny dui-ln^ 
Kcrld KQT II; elated that If he asked ROP.RIS FRinaiA!; any 
queationa resardlr.3 this project, FT.lEKtAN nust have centloncd 
It. Ho adviceu he uae never aaked by Soviet auperiora to 
obtaiii ai'iy inronsstlon recardlng iruch a project at Bferry 
Gyroocepe, 

- c - ■■■■■ 


DETAILS; 

R0H5J1S 1S18 North l6th Street, Reading, 

Pa,, on Kay i8, ativleed SA KAKLOU J, PRICE that he had been 

a TzlloK of subject 'a at Penncylvanla State College 

froci to 1?;30 nnl had eecn hits on oocaelon since that 
tliie, F.^lEKiAK advised that toward thr end of Vorld Var II, 
when he r.ss eiiploycd at Sperry Cyrcscope, Lake Succeas, New 
Vorl:, ho vivivod subject In l.cvrar!:. V.. J. o.-; three or four 
occaeicr.s. He recalled tiiat subject hai ac.!:od hlr, about e 
clasalficcl Kavy project at Sperry Gyroscope which Involved 
oone sort of alralng or conputlng device for use on nlrplcnea. 

Ho also stated that he reaoabcred tliat subject tcld him that 
after the v’ai he, FRIFXMAU, could get a good Job In Russia, 
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TO : *y^ A. Braniganp^ 

rnoy.- ti.H, M^A4.Ac£ yi •'<. 5 ' -. 
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t H o tt\ AS 

(Sy - /? 

Ca'ptioned case has been reviewed and careful 
consideration given to the advisability of 
any re^interviews , interviews or other 
action which m ay now appear warranted. In 
the event such now appears desirable^ 
necessary action is being initiated. 



Bureau file: J 



NOT RECORDED j 

23 OCT 2 1956 1 
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mr-ctcr, FBI 


1VV56 ? : > 


SAC, Phtlfifclphla (lC0-362aJ|) 


C20: 35 Aiain'T SC5TKES/ WES. 

g-? > S?_P 

03 - m;!”:: ilrL'i 


Be Jiliv/auicee letter to Pliiladclphla 10/lQ/i>6, 

r.cvl:': S-: '/ir.g-; suL'Joct t'.; uz-'.^n’i'tatlcn 

praoec^lM:"' ty ill', MilKcuVree, Vlia. In connect ton thlc 

case. If”.'- QCslTOS to knon whether 7iiO:>7'S L, BIACK would be 
svaiinii'.^ to tcctiry at such proccedinvs. Irvl'orctattc.i fur* 
ntshed by EL'.CK ia contained Ir. Phlladtlphlc file 63-4332-1B-17# 
p2>£C 323* Philadelphia waa requested to advise If BLACK la i 
tve.ilaule tc tcetlfy. 

^'ho fo?. oirjlnf; in a doci.'o'^ntatlon of the Inforrsotlon 
concerninr, e;:bjcot 1.) Phi lode Iphin Hie 65-'li332“lE-17# r>2£» 325* 

TiiC0;\; ,.L.3lA.C:r.,. van , 


i I 


Identity ; 

P/nie or Activity 
or Ben d ipt Icn 
of Inf or*ri:it loot 

Kecolvcd : 

^‘ccelvln^:. 

lQrorrv';lloni 


SCYTirSS drove BIACK and 

other 5Vr c>?r.bcra to Tionton and 
l^ODla, lU J.* ll/V^V 

6A5/50 

s;.:. roixrrr v;. kol:::s and 

KILLIAK B. Wr.LlT,, Jr. 


rrr the Infoirinatloo of Mllv?aulcee, BIACK prsoently 
rs'slOcs at :■'!-> j>‘l* Bee; 2-43, HoGllahtwn# K, J.* In care of 
VICTDH rrem;. 


3 - I'i::>cftu (1 - o 5-59151) (PTACE) (Rcglotered Tt?ll) 

2 - rewarl: (t , -'^OT-O (PoAietared 

1 - miv7i‘u'.:n (103-11113) (r.celDtered Mall) 

2 - rnlX2dolp;.i.a (1 - lc:.-3Cf2^: ) 

(1 - 65-<!3:«) (sues) r?/ '•^7' 
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'i'nClNAL COPY FILED. JN 



Ei loo-srcs;* 


InisxLvoh ©3 T'TJXK tcDtirica pul>ltcly bofare the 
Sen3ite Intornril Scoi'ji'lwy Satoc 31 r.lt tea on 5 / 17 / 5 ^» Rcwark 
ehojK ccr-rriCt ULACK and detcrnlne If ho le EvalXabl© to 
testify^ In acecrdanc -2 with the roqucot of IKS, Philadelphia | 

Bhov.lG he f•.i•^^inhod b copy of Newark's co3B3\inlcatloa for ‘ ■; 

la^orns-wlon. i 
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Office ^AeiTK^nduin • united states government 


DIRECTCa, FBI (65-59181) 


DATE: 22 A/ 5 <> = 


E;.C, FEUALEIJ^ 


( 65 - 1 ^ 332 ) 

AP?r.-? : 


SUBJECT; IHOfAS L.' BIACK, 

ESPIONAGE - R V.: . . 


D.u’: 


RE lEOWiS BIACK , « , 

— ^'ihoe ftP/YX 


3 Bureau fg - 6S»'^Ol8lVqc"l?t.cre^ 


2 • levark ^t: - 407 ‘tj(ivegiL -erc-a 
2 - Philadelphia (1 - 65 - 4332 ) 




C8:ARD 


Philadelphia ( 1 . 65 - 4332 ) 

(1 - 65.5131) 

.-. r / N'jS' 


.J f i ' 

“ »-' U. V^' I 


p.> L ,<» j « .i 4 , . 

20 cfc 5 :?^;5 


^J. . .. 

^ Mm ^ 








, , ^ It is, therefore 

the lines suggested above. 


, suggested that Newark interview BIACK along 

L'»-) 


Bureau authority ia not necessary for this recontact since BIACE 
has been cooperative In the past and since he has been utilized as a source 
of information. (^U.) 
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Office ^\je}yi^Ci'Uduffl • Uj<JITED states government 

DATE: • 12/13/56 


TO j 

Director, 

FBI (65-59181) 

FBO Nir'.^ : 

SAC, Newark (65-4074) 


- 

SUBJECT: 

THOMAS L. 

BLACK, was* 


ESPIONAGE 

- R 




Ojjice M,ef?20}'O.idu7n * vvited staQs government 


TO I 


/ \A4 
SUBJECT: 


DIRECrOP., FBI C65-5ai81) 


SAC, NEWARK C65-4074) 


THOMAS Ll BLACK, vas. 
ESP - R 


DATE: 12/27/56 


COiig^iTiAi: 


RePHlet to the Bureau, 12/4/56. (u) 
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Office Alei?iof'andufn • united states government 


TO i 


PAOM 


SUBJECT: 


I'R, KICHOLS 


L. E. SHORT 


DATE: 5-4-57 


Part 26 
of the 
ccpti on 
These h 
Bureau 
various 
mencran 


SUUEARIES OF SOVIET ACTIVITIES 
IN THE VNITEL STATES 
Bufile 100-345666 


Ke have received 29 volumes (Part 1 through 
end also Part 7-A) of hearings before a Subcommittee 
Cor.r.ittee on the Judiciary of the United States Senate 
ed ‘'Scope of Soviet Activity in the United States," 
ecrings mere held during 1956 and as they mere held the 
received stenographic transcripts and photostats of the 
hearings , As received these have been reviemed, 
da prepared f and indexing has been done. 


ToUoa 

NichoU 

Bo<]rdinan « 

BvliDont 

liohj 

Parsons 

Ros«n 

TomT. 

Trott^f 

N«as«^ 

Tslc. Rrc»n» _ 

Holloitcfl 

Candy 


In ords'' to file all of these volumes as icell as 
future volumes in this aeries that may be received^ this memo- 
randum should be filed in the above captioned file. Separately, 
150 copies of this memorandum on plastiplate are being requisi- 
tioned in order that our Classifiers may place a copy in files ' 
cf individuals on whom the Bureau maintains a separate case file. 
This will minimize indexing and make our subject matter files 
mere up to date, t'e do not propose to index individuals in the 
29 volumes when we place a copy of this memorandum in their 
case file, 

REC0>g/ ENLA TIO N 

1. That this be referred to the Espionage Section for 
the attention of Nr, Turner, 

2, That the attached requisition for 250 plastiplate 
copies be approved, .a 


copies be approved, ^ 
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Office l^eiTWYandum • united states government 


TO I DIRECTCS, K3I (65-59181) 


DATE: 2/15/57 . V 


: SAC, NEWARK (65-14074) 

SUBJECT: THr-MAS L. BLACK, was. 
ESPt'TTAOE - R 
00: NITWARK 


Re Philadelphia letter to Newark dated 1/6/57. 

Tcrwrrded here' ..‘.th to the Sure 2 u and the Philadelphia 
erf ice is one phet^t'at each of six articles written by the 
subject and EuGEM^f^ONS, which appeared in the “New York 
Kirror’* from 6/10/56 throu-rh 6/15/56. I 

Tnese articles are furnished to Philadelphia per | 
its request and to the Bureau to conolete its file. 
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UNITED STATES COVl'^ 0) ''’T 

; - Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


subject: 


Mr* ’.7, A, .Branigan 


*v.r. vr. A, 



TllOVAS LESSING BUG: 
ESPIONAGE - a 




r^. 

\ 

date; 5/3/62 


To4«do 

BAiAor; 

UAi 

Callcbon 

Conrod 



Evans 

Maicci# 

Bonaa i 

CvUivoi 

Tovtl 
Tidtof 
TtU. BdokI. 

Moiatt 

Cendy 



There is attached a letterhead renorandura from the 
Newark Office .setting forth the results of an inter\'icw wfth 
Tlionas L. Black on 4/5/62. Black has been the subject of a 
previous investigation by the Bureau in connection with the 
operations of Hariy Gold ar.G others who were involved in Soviet 
espionase. kc has' aduiitted his former espionage activities and 
has been interviewed on several occasions in the past for the 
purpose of developing f!u*thcr information regarding Soviet 
espionage activities, I U| 



It is recojtncnrled that the attached letterhead memorandum 
be placed in th.e main file of Thomas L, BlacI: in order that his - 
file will reflect the . result: of the current Intcimiew with 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDEBAL DUB FAC OF INVESTIGATION 

Newark, Hew Jersey 
April IS, 1S82 



THOMAS L. BLACK 
SSPICEUGE - R 


Thomas Lj^Eljtch_;v 2 .^__lnterv le^ed cp^Anril 5, 19 62 
Special Agents 

Ar the outset of the interview. Black stated be was 
still living in Sparta, New Jersey and is presently employed 
by the Havex Corporation, 589 Ferry Street, Newark, N, J., 
as a chemist. 

Black was shown photographs of various individuals 
who were involved in the Rosenberg case, including Julius and 
Ethel Rosenberg, David and Ruth Greenglass, Joel Barr, Alfred 
Sanint, Tifilliam Perl, Vivian C]lhSSb:ari and Morton Sobell. He 
advised that be did not know ai^one of these individuals and 
the only information he could offer would be -what he read 
in the newspapers at the time of the arrest and subsequent 
trial of the Rosenbergs. Be also advised he did not know Morris 
or Lona Cohen. 

Concerning bis own activities, Black stated from 
approximately 1940 to May, 1945, his Soviet principal was 
Joseph ICatz. During this period he also had other principals 
for short periods of tine, but he felt that they were more or 
less filling in for Katz, who was unavailable. Be could not 
recall the names of these principals. Black stated his recollec* 
tlcn was somewhat hazy due to the lapse of time and the only 
principals whom he recalls real well were Gaik Ovakimlan, Paul 
Peterson, Dr. Cregori Rabinovich, Karl, John, Semenov and Joe 
Eatz. 


In showing Black pictures of the Rosenberg group, a 
photograph of Alexander Raev' was placed among the pictures. 

Raev was the only individual Black stated he had ever met. 

Be Identified Rae*/'8 photograph as being identical with an 
individual whom he met on two occasions sometime between 1939 . ' 
and May, 1945. Black stated he believed be was introduced to' ' 
Raev by Joe Katz. However, he is not certain of this and it . 




TBOUAS L. BLACK 


could possibly have been someone else. Re believed the first 
meeting occurred in a restaurant in midtown Manhattan, While 
dining, Raev set up a date for a future meeting. 

According to Black, the next meeting occurred about 
one month later and they met in front of the information booth 
in Penn Station, Mew York City, This second meeting was 
merely a get-acquainted meeting and Black does not recall 
receiving any assignments. Ee believed they had dinner together 
at a restaurant near Penn Station and he did not see Raev any 
more after this meeting. 

Black recalled Raev as the type of person who always 
seemed to wear a smile. He had a pleasant personality and iie 
impressed Black as being a novice in the "spy business". Black 
explained this by stating that he felt Raev violated a breach 
of security by arranging for a meet in front of the information 
booth at Penn Station. Black felt that a core experienced agent 
would not select such a place for a meet. 

In response to an inquiry as to why he hedged on a 
prior identification of Raev, Black stated that whatever he 
said at any previous time would have been true to the best of 
his recollection as of that time. He recalled being previously 
questioned concerning Raev and recalled stating that be did 
not know whether or not he had ever met him. In an effort to 
determine when be met Raev, Black stated that it would have 
been sometime between 1S33 and May, 1945, When be was told 
that Raev did not enter the United States until February, 1944, 
Black stated that in that case it would have been between 
February, 1944 and Uay, 1945, 

Black also stated that from 1933 to May, 1945, he 
lived in three different apartments on Oxford Street in Newark, 

N. J. These apartments were owned by the Prudential Insurance 
Company. He does not recall the addresses on Oxford Street where 
he lived, but he said that be resided in two different apartments 
In the same building. He further stated that the purpose of r 
these moves was to break away from the Soviets, which he had . 
been trying to do since 1936. When be moved he would have his 
telephone niimber changed to an unlisted number. In addition, be 
also had his telephone number changed on other occasions - ' -.f-.'- 

witbout actually moving from an apartment on Oxford Street. 



THC&^AS L. BLACK 


However, Joseph Katz was always able to find bin and Katz 
Intimated to him that he had a source in the telephone com- 
pany for finding unlisted numbers. 

The last time he saw Joseph Katz was sometime around 
May, 1945, after Black moved from Newark, N, J, to Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania to work for Berg Laboratories. He did not know bow 
Katz was able to find out where he was working, but in any 
event, while absent from Berg Laboratories one day, he received 
a p/.one call from a Miss Watkins. V/hen this message was relayed 
to him, be recognized it as a prearranged signal and came to 
New York to see Katz. Black stated that this was the last 
time he saw Katz cr any Soviet principal. 

In connection with William Stapler, Black said he 
first met him about 1943 and believed he was introduced to 
Stapler by iCatz. However, he is not certain o± this and 
it could have been someone else. Black believed this meeting 
took place in New York City, but is not certain of same. After , 
this initial meeting. Black met Stapler on two other occasions, 
•both at Penn Station, Newark, N. J. and both meetings took 
place within a six-week period. At the first meeting at 
Penn Station, Newark, Black gave Stapler a sealed envelope 
containing over $100. Stapler complained to Black about 
money and said the Hopewell reports were worth more than he 
was receiving. The second meeting occurred abcut six weeks 
later and nothing unusual transpired at this meeting. Black 
described this meeting as merely a maintaining contact meeting. 

In trying to estimate the year when these two meetings occurred, 
Black recalls Stapler telling him that his son was then 21 years 
of age and was in the U. S. Army. 

Black further sta.ted that be lost his Job at Kopco in 
1944, after ten years employment there. He told Joseph Katz 
he was Jobless, whereas actually he was working a few days a week 
for Fine Organics in Lodi, N. J. and later for Berg Laboratories 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Since l^tz thought he was out 
of work, Black received $100 a month for at least six months. 
Black was certain that he did not receive only $500 and be 
believes it Is possible that he could have received $700. . 

At the conclusion of the interview, Black stated 
that he was sorry that he could not be more specific on dates. 
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THQUAS L. BIACK 


that he finds it difficult to relate events that occurred almost 
twenty years ago* 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.- It is the 
property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Ccptionfid case has been revietced and careful 
c oneideration given to the advisability of 
any reinteruieios, interviews or other 
action which may now appear warranted. Jn 
the event such now appears desirable, 
necessary action is being initiated. 

Bureau filet C f/ 
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FROM 


SUBJECT 


8/29/58 


Qnsr..:t ^ : 


AIHTKL 


REGXSTERET MAIL 


DIRECTOR, FBI (106-fo40B9) 

SAC , NEWAKK ( 1( 5*1 IG ) 

JOSEPH ORLKliEr-. was. 

IS - R 


OO - fA 

Re KV Airtel ’.o Burea.', ■ 2L/58; Philadelphia Airtel 
To Bxireau, 7/30/58; New York A:vt,e.‘ to Bureau, 8/13/58; and 
New York Airtel to Bureau, S/l4/f>h. 

■' i ■' !' 

On 8/2n/58 THOMAS *afc interviewed by SA / 

FREDERIC:: C. ZINCK. A I th:.r, tr.tjt- lik film forwarded by New York by 
Airtel d/l‘V58 was exlilb:teJ Biv(<'K twice. He was also shown 

the picture of the man ixJjcveJ t !>» subject at an earlier age 
forwarded with Kew Voi/i aj'-ih: S/U/S:-'-. Also discussed with , 

BLACK were the personal l J i os yncras ^.es of subject and compared 
to those of PAI:l, his espionage pr j ncipal , y ^ACK ^^^nlshed the^ 
following inforiaatior. : ^ / P* 

HOT RFCOEOED . . 

Surveillance Film 174 SEP 4 195b - • 

i BLACK is quite certain that the nan d epict ed*. in the flln 

I could not be identical with PAUL. PAUL was heavy set and had a full 
' face. If he bad lost that much weight in 25 years, his face would 
have to show it in the fom of wrinkles, etc. The nan In ths f 
does not appear old enough as PAUL would be nearly slaty years of 
ace BOW. (PAUL was a young nan duriag the Busalan Berolntion, so 
■ust have been born around 1900.) 

The nose of the san in the fils is shaped differently 
than PAUL*s and appears larger. The sum in the film walh^s in 
a Banner tlAlltj,- to the way PAUL walked. Unless PAUL has changed^ 
eonpletely in hit habits, he never would have retaoved his coat on 
the street or have gone without a tie as the san in the film did. 
(PAUL waa a fanatic on neat dress and at the tine BLACK knew hln 
would not hav 3 dressed without a tie even In the hottest « 
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All things considered, BLACK Is certain that the Ban 
in the filM is not PAUL. 

Picture of man believed to be subject at an 
1if?r '•i* secured through cooperation of 
■ p 7/6/58 

m 

BLACK IS certain that this is not a picture of PAUL, 

Rt^sti^cn c?. and EtBpIoyTr.en t 

i.iiACK Knew nothing of PAUL'S residence or ampioymcii ; . 

Fviir.. leferenccs made dm*ing conversations, he assuiaed that PAUL 
had sotte typ*> of cover emplc./ment. BLACK is certain PAUL could not 
have been employed as a valt«^r. Such a Job would not suit PALL's 
personality. He traveled qu. te a bit and appeared to be so 
engageu that he would never have to be at a Job at any given time. 

BLACK is certain PAUL would )tot have taken a Job where he would be . 

exposed to man^ people ar a vaiter would. PAUL was always very 
crurolul. where they went and was conscious of anyone recognizing 
him. One time when BLACK and PAUL wore in an Italian restaurant 
and before they had ordered, PAUL saw a man whom he recognized 
enter the rostaurant and thereafter told BLACK that they should 
leave isuaediately. 

Drinking Habits 

PAUL drank occasionally, always in restaurants, not at 
bars. He would usvuxlly order a drink according to the occasion 
"and in keeping with the type of place whore they were dining. 

In an Italian restaurant he would probably order wine with his 
Boal. In Childn restaurant they usually had coektalls* On 
occasion they would have highballs. BLACK oannot rocall any brand 
of liquor ordered by PAUL and does not associate Canadian Club 
whiskey with him. 

Bating Habits 

PAUL did not have any severe stcaach trouble but occasionally 
had a "sour stomach** and would enter a drugstore to get a Brono- 
seltser* BIACK never knew PAUL to follow a diet (as indicated by 
HAB&T GOLD), and he often ate rieh foods* ‘ 
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BLACK is osrtaln ti-.it PAUL never used hie knife and 
fork In **£uronean style." Pi Uw was intent on appearing American 
in every way and used to lec ure BLACK on noi appearing European* 
He criticized BLACK for orde- - ng Russian dressing on one occasion 
because he said that they st. ■ ild never give any indication of 
syapathy for Russia or anything Europeau. 


Re.iding Habits 


BLACK knew nothim. of PAUL’S reading habits. He felt 
that PAUL was well read. 

Saoking Habits 

BLACK never knew P'^UL to siov^ke. He atd not criticize 
BLACK for smoking, but at on< time when iie noted that BLACK had 
switched from Camol:; to Rale ghs, ho told hir. cc change back to 
Camels since Raleigh cigarettes displayed a union label, and he 
felt eoneone might think BLACK was sympathetxo to unions. 

BLACK feels that &3LD must have PAUL confused with one 
of his other contacts when ha says that PAUL was a heavy smoker. 
BLACK pointed out here that he knew PAUL better than GOLD, having 
had contact with him over a longer period of time. 

Entertainment Habits 


BLACK knew nothing of PAUL’S entertainment habits, but 
from his personality and manner of talking, be feels sure that 
he vas not the type to be interested in borne racing or other fores 
of warring. He was the type who would have gone to the theater 
or attend iunotions of an intellectual nature.' 

Languafre Ability 

PAUL apoke English slowly with an accent which BLACS felt 
vas a Bavarian-type German accent. Be spoke softly at all tlsea 
even If he war eaeited nnd angry. Be was never known to raise his 
voice. BLACK slvaye felt that PAUL was cot Susnian but may hava 
bcea able to spaak Russian. He never associated PAUL with Lithuania. 
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Dress snd Persons 1 K^tes 



PAUL dressed veil at all times a ad was very particular 
about beln^ neat. 

PAUL valkod slowly and nay have leaned forward slightly* 
PAUL did not valk with his toes pt Inted out. BLACK is cex',taiD of 
this since he himself walked that wa^ because of flat feet, which 
he eventually corrected by using rrcl supports. While he walked 
that vay, he vas very conscious oi De maunnr in which other people 
walked. He agreed that the man In lie film walked vQ.rv much like 
PAUL did. 


PAUL did not wear glassea arhen BI.ACK knew him. 

PAUL had no mole on his i i as far as BLACK can recall* 
He thinks he would . remember it and i .o is ceriair: that PAUL would 
have had it removed since he was so *. tent on not having any 
distinguishing features. 

Conclusions 

BLACK advised that after viewing the several pictures 
displayed to him previously, the new )no shown to him, seeing the 
film and discussing subject's characn tristics and habits, be is 
certain that subject is not identical with PAUL. He stated that 
in the event GOLD does not eliminate s ib.feet after seeing the flliUt 
he would bo more than willing to assist further in this matttt* 

He sugFi^sted that If desirable, sometime when it vcs determined 
wt-ero cuhject vas working and tiae would permit, he could go there , 
a^d afrangd to be waited on by subject* Be could then see hla 
itnce-to-face and could hear his voice, feels sure he vould ksov 
PAUL'S voice should he hear it sgAin* Ho also suggested that. if 
desired, they could be observed and he vould greet subject as 
PAUL and subject's reaction could be observed. He could then pass 
it off as mistaken Identity* 

It should be borne in mind however , that anyone knowing 
BLACK vould iKsed.iatoly recognize him in view of his xxnu s ual 
eppoaranoo. BLACK pointed out that by merely observing subjpet on 
the street at a distance vould not be such different than seeing 
the film since the film is a good one and contains seversl clear 
close-up views of the subject* 
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BLACK advised that he vorks »ore or less on bis ovn and 
could make himself available most any day if notified early in the 
morning. 


The abovo is pointed out to reflect BLACK'S cooperatlven' 
and availability in the event other action may be necessary In the 
future to definitely establish that subject is not Identical with 
PAUL. 
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Captioned cace has been reviewed and careful consideration 
given to the advisability of any reintervieioa, interviews 
or other action which may now appear warranted* In the 
event such now appears desirable, necessary action is being 
initiated* 
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Date: 11/12/74 


Ttansmit the followirxj in 
AIR7EL 


(Type in plaiMtui or code) 


(Ttiurilyf 


FROM : 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-57913) 
SAC, llEWARK (65-3923) (P) 


SUBJECT: JOSEPH KATZ, aka 

ESP-R 

(00: NEW VORK) 




Re New York teletype, 10/15/74. 

Kew York airtcl to Bureau, 10/31/74. 

Bureau letter to Newark and New York, 11/7/74. 


On 11/11/74, 

Borne Cheriical Co., 632 bo. Front St., Elisaoeth Port, 
furnished the following inf orr.ation : 

THCMIS L.^^L ACIv...DP0B 7/5/07, Bloomi;burg, Pa., SSAN 
136-09-0i:ii , was last emnloyed by Borne Cherr.icul Co., on 5/8/63. 

Residence at that time was 1 Roseld (possibly Roseland) 
Ave., Deal, NJ, Apt. C-':7. 




3-Bureau i 

fl-65-5S181) (BLACK) 

3-liew York (6 5-14910) 

(1-S5-15338) (BLACK) 

3-Kewark CLASShs^|| 

(1-C5-4074) EXEI/J'TrBC 

PHC/mt SCHECJ'E Z 

(9) 


"not* RECORDED 
— 7 MOV 201974 
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BLACK fomerly worked at Havex Corp. » 589 Ferry St., 
Newark, NJ, as a chemist from 9/81 to 4/62. This firm is 
currently out of business. 


On his employment application at Borne Chemical, 
BLACK listed tv;o individuals as' currently er.nlovc-d hy Rome 




Subsequent to BLACK'S departure from Borne Chemical, 
he had teamed with RICHARD G. DEXHEIMER (charactex'ized as an 
"idea nan") and this pair had rented space in a plant of the 
Resin Corp. of /jnerica, 139 9 West Blancke St., Linden, NJ, 
telephone 862-5155. 

^I^^B-dvised that subsequent to this enplo^ent, 
he believcQ ti.at BLACK may have entered the dismantling business 
in Bayonne, NJ. 

^^mim::^dvised that DEXHEIMER had resided at . 

#3 Lady Bess brivc , Deal, NJ , in 9/C4, however, had had inquiries 
from creditors of DEXHEIMER subsequent to his departure from Borne 
Chemical, which indicated this address was no longer current. 


A review of N.^wark file 65-4 074 reveals a telephone 
listing for BL/*.CK in Sparta, NJ, which is no longer current. 

A c'ncck of telephone listing for Sparta and Deal was 
conducted in an attempt to locate any current listing for BLACK 
with negative results. 

' ^UmiiPP-dvised that BLACK listed as the person to 
he contacteo xr. the event of an emergency E*. SEGESSEMAJ^'N , of 
>U) tfl, Franklin Lakes, NJ, telephone FE7-7266. This individual 
is undoubtedly identical with ERNEST G. SEGESSEMriNN , DOB 3/28/01, 
FOB Thun, Switzerland, SSAN 136-07-9454. 


A review of BLACK* s file additionally lists JACOB ISRAEL 
FASS, aka Jack Fass, DPOB 9/1/18, Brooklyn, KY, as an associate , of . 
BLACK. 

New York note that in referenced New York airtel, the ' " 
Newark file number, for the JOSEPH KATZ files was inadvertently V' 



■ s 



'kK. 
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Newark is not in receipt of Hew York teletype 10/15/7*4.- 

New York is locating 

black's enployment^M^^HH^^mi|||[||PHm^^ Newark 

being in possessicn of all case is ■ ' 

unable to pass judge.^.ent on the correctness of locating BLACK 
through his former associates » who may be in a position to alert 
BLACK to current Bureau interest in him. 

LEADS 


NEW YOr.K 

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK; Advise Newark of assessment. 


NEV.'ARK 

AT NEV;ark, i\‘EW JERSEY; Will report results of 
ojtstandir.g DMV checks. 
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ronsrr.it the following in 
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lIRTSL 


S*;V£T 


F B I 


2/6/75 


FROM: 


(T^pt in plaintrxi or code) 


(Priority} 


DIRECTOR, FEI (65-57913) 


SAC, NEWARK (65-3923) (RUC) 


CI£S 


SUBJECT: JCSErH KATZ, £ka 
ESP-R 

(00; NEV’ YCRK) 




Re: Atlanta alrtel to Bureau, 1/23/75. 

A rovlex of D!?/ records at Trenton, N.J., on 
2/5/75, reflected that ALEX R. EIELAWSKI , DFCB ^/15/30, 
Bayonne, N.J., hone address 127 ’-.'est 15th St., Bayonne, 
li.J., er.pioyr.ent Sr.ooth-Cn, Inc., 1000 Valley Hoad, Gillette, 
N.J., v?as issued K.J. driver's license 5nl5S-01979-0^30n , 
which expired in 1971. 

2/6/75 Sr.ooth>Cn, 

1000 Valley Road, , telephone 201-6^7-5500, 

advised that BIELA’..‘SKI had been er.ployed by Sr.ooth-On, Inc., 
as a laboratory technician. He besan er.plcyr.ent in i 960 
when Snooth-On, Inc., was located in Jersey City, N.J. 




,• 3>i-^ureau / ) EXE’‘'FTS.?R0^^^ 

i -'■/tr-65-59lSl) HTiLACK) SCH^UlXo? eJ 

2- Atlanta (65-1^07) EXEr/.^TIO^^ 

3 - New York (65-1': 913) AUlXMA^I^XrY 

(1-65-15336) (BLACK) ^ \ 

2-Newark 

(1-65-^107^1) ^ 

PHC/Jpt / «/ -- 
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and terninated his employment in 1971, based on the In- 
creased commute to Smooth-Cn's nev; location in Gillette, 
N.J., arid the refusal on the part of his ir-.ediate super- 
visor to recommend an Increased in salary for him.. 



that BIELAV/SMI resided v; 
and may have a private i 
has a physical disatllit 


tated that it v;as his understanding 
1th his father in Bayonne, A'.J., 
ncome . Ke stated that BIELAV.'SXI 
y in that his right foot angles out 


substantially . 


.haracterized Sr.octh-Cn, Inc., as a firm. 

dealing prir.arily In plastic and epoxy cements which manufactures 
flexible molds and plastic tocllnr, equipment among other pro- 
ducts which arc derived from, a base of polysulfide or polyurathane . 


He advised that BIELAV.'SKI*s parting with £m.ooth-On> 
Inc., was a.Tilable and he has received no requests for re- 
ferences . 


Newark indices negative regarding BIELAV.’SKI. . . 

LEAPS 

ATLA!;TA ...... 

AT CLARKSTOn. GEORGIA; Continue investigation. ' 

YORK 

AT NEV; YORK. KEV? YORK: Will continue investigation. 

:fifD 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (65-57913) 


SAC, ATLANTA (65-1407) (ROC) 


JOSEPL KATZ, aka 

ES? - R 

00; NET-? YCPJC 



4/28/75 



« 


. I ! 
f -. ' i 


P.c N<3vark alrtcl, and Atlanta airtal, 

1/28/75. 

Cn 4/23/75, a review of this case file revealed • 
no further investigation by the Atlanta Division is re- 
quired. Thiis case «rill, therefore, be pieced In an RUC 
status. 



Bureau (2- 65-57913)0 

a- 65-591C1) (BLACK) 

3 - New York <2- b5-149i8) 

(1- 65-15338)(BLACK) 
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P?Jl/lru 
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AirvIEL 


JUN 5 1375 
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FBI (uLi-:'V'>r.3) 
f.rf!!, I-vTD) 


• « VV * A • 


\ P-* T- , 
* i V* • 
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^ V 


rjp.R 


inrairtfei 



k/ ” 

. r 
\ 


\ 


Ir. vlc” rt ^t.c Jirrlvol f.'i.'re-lntOi^lcv; of g ‘ v- 

f : :jVO f-Llc tbar 1 tiuorvlev oi '3LACK . 

chc:.^.ld coaiuc-ii.i i.'i L!)-: r;* nei.- Tu TB- »;YC •\J~ ' ' . 

ccv.;^;n'-.t! t‘ •: .ij.:.i/io-.;Mc tMi: J'.'-.'. T^cv; Y.nrt:, 

laic- vivv: 13 JC'.' In /.t Icint.';, ir. iirn v,l:;t Atlontii Agents. . 

cr rnB Bl^Arv^u ; . . 

The B-renu Is vtqv.znted to ccnsl'Jc:* f^r'<.»cloa or ‘ 
tirectl-:' of ftllci.lnr !?c;; YorV: Personnel tc Intei .lcw I-L'ICK In 
.t:.: r.-Ivl: in I’vlwh At Itintr. ?zszz 'zl. 
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FKCM: 
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DI>:::CTOR, FBI (65-57'>13) 
(A'l’liJ: lifili) 

EAC, YOnK (F) 


Jorri i: 

KSr - 

(00: uy) 


'7^/: 


.■ r ■ ''' y'' 


PfcBuJilrtel, 6 / 27 /r^;. ( 4 ) 


The Ifyo hfic ec7i;)l«ted revlcvf of eta Serial nccasG'ory 
for tiiic interview';. Hovcver, ICew yorU not in posaetslon of 
T.'iO^-i/vS EIACfC'o tctvi:\on- befurc tlic Senate lAterfial fuO- 
Co.iioittcn on ftov 17, Nev: Ycrli ic in j cancrclon of the ' • 

lES- recr:i-v?ti.^ intorviow of El/.r^C on April f., 19c.2, a copy cf 
whic'. is rotalhod In ilcw Yor-t file 6^-l-iv t;3. It v c.'al^' appear 
fro;! e rc\ lew of tla.- irsatcrial /^velleblc to Kew Vcr’.t that this 
wes the list Inter vi O j,' of BIACK. 

Hewark la re'-'uceted to fcrwr.r:. to '^he Ma*.f York Office, 
If evnllab'e, a corT c»f tlio subject’s tcattr.ony before th« 

Ecnritc Internal Eeciirli.v OorrT.Jtt se In l*’y of and any . . .■ . 

Other lafCiri:;alton rclatin.* to t.^eee n pccranccc 



‘.miGINM. FILI J) IN ' ■ >' r'f .. ' _ /3 k 




elacj: ir 


Af; ‘\ntc 
fcanlbie 


will notify- 

H 


Ko.: 


LEADS 




York when interview v/lth 



AT rrLy/jj.K, xtr.-; jKPsry. Kc-rerk reoueeted to 
foTYr-^rt* to riew York.^ copy oi th^* Senate Internal Eecurlty ' . 

C i^^.’dlttcfc o^pearonce of BLACK in Kay of 195t for the 
completion of all atatewents that BI^ACK has mcc^c, both ; / 

to vne Bureau aJ*d Covcrn^:»crit rei-rescutatives . (.Hi 


ME^’ yOEK 




AT NF-/ YOKK. N:>;W YORI L Will await notification 
ae to when" iiZkCK can oe iat'er viewed . 17ew York le available 
to interview LLACK whenever Atlanta (Scema thia interview ■ 
feasible. 



f- X 











rD05 ^•23*64) 
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Dote: 

7/16/75 



(Type in p/oin/rxi or code) 
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(priority) 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-57913) 
(ATT: INTO) 


SAC, KEVARK (65-3923){RUC) 


. --—cixs 


JOSEPH KATZ 
ESP-R 

(00: KET.V YORK) 


PiMi — ^ 



Rts: Kew York airtel to Bureau dated 7/10/75 • ‘ 

Er. closed herewith for the NYO la one copy of the 

S ^ ^ XT W w iL w ^ I ^ AtVf WLi 

Thursday, 5/1T75 d^ bVf^re the United States Senate SubcoKraittce 
•to Investigate the Administration of the Internal Security 
Act and Other Intemsl Security Laws of the Ccnmittee on 
the Judiciary, Washington, D.C« . 

For the information of the KYO, on 5/2/56, THOMAS 
LESSING BLACK appeared at the Newark Office and advised on the* 
night before a United States Marshal cams to his residence 
and served' him with a subpoena which instructed him to report 

rr: r 

T 
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Exempt^(^!a"^I^^Category k & ^ 
Date.^irbeclas's^l^:: tion indefinite 
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to the Senate Office Building et 10:00 a. in. on 5/9 /56« 

BLACK advised he was to appear before the sane Senate 
Connlttee thet had heard testlncny from DAVID GRiilEKGLASS and ■ 
HaBRY C-CLD, black advised he was concerned about testifying ;; 
in any open session where reporters were present* He wanted ’ 
to cooperate and was willing to answer any questions concerning 
his activities as he had done in regard to the FBI and the 
Grand Jury, but he would not like to have certain of the 
infomisticn he r.lr"’ t furnish enoecr in ncvrsra ter; 


.-.i iiiuicatec: tr.at ne w^:: worrifro aoout ms luture 

a^ i K r as work v/as concerned, as well as the possibility the 
Soviets au.ght still try to get revenge. 


In regard to the above Grand Jury, this apparently 
refers to Grand Jury proceedings held in Philadelphia, Pa* ■ 




On 5/lL/5^>» BLACK appeared at the Newark Office 
and related he had gene to Washington, D.C., on 5/6/56, and - 
was interviewed by ROBERT MORRIS of the Senate Internal 
Security Subcornmittee for a ccuple of hours, et which time, ' , 

BLACK gave MORRIS a complete statement of his past activities*.! 


BLACK advised that the next day he appeared before 
the Committee for about an hour. The Committee members ... . 
had copies cf his statement and, although he had not read or 
signed it, he swore to it being the truth to the best of his :..rV 
re collect! on, 


BLACK said he was still worried for fear the “ ' 

Committee would want him to testify in open session or might 
make his testimony of 5/9/56, public. BLACK did not know 
that the Committee planned to give anything to the press* 

Even though he was not identified, the "New York News”, in ' *"*; 
its article, named BLACK as the possible unidentified 
•industrial chemist, who had testified on 5/9/56. BLACK said , 
he was worried about losing his Job, even thou^ his employer : 
had known of his activities for a number of years* BLACK ’ / 

said the newspaper article indicated he had worked for the 
Soviets until 1950, whereas ho actually broke with the 
Comrsunists in 1936 and completely broke away from radical 
activities in 19ii0. His testimony shewed only that he had ^ y 
been contacted by the Soviets as late as 1950* 
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BLACK appeared at the llewark Office on 5/15/56, 
and exhibited a letter he had received froh ROBERT MORRIS .ir.'ivi- 


of the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee. The' letter^'*" 
dated 5/10/56, stated that the Committee members had decided 
BLACK should testify in public session for his own good 
to clear the record, for the good of the country, and to 
establish BLACrl's “place in history*', BLACK was concerned 
that the Comnittee would not bring out the complete story V 
of his operation in order to clarify his roll as a Soviet 


Agent. 



The above information appears to be pertinent in 
regard tc BLACK'S appearance before the Senate Internal 
Security Subcommittee. - 

Inasmuch as all outstanding investigation has 
'been completed, this natter is considered RUC. 



